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FromReportNorthwestNNorthernrthem News Report
Northwest TerritoryTerritory-

Chief

Territory-

ChiefChiefChler HarrvHarry ..DeneronDeneron of Fort-

Liard
FortFort-

UardUardLiard finds it hhardd to understandunderstand-
why

understand-
whywhy the TerritorialTenitbrial governmentgovernment-
prefers

government-
prefersprefers to dole out welfarewelfare-

rather
welfare-

ratherrather than use the same money
totomoneytohelp his communityconununity and getget-

its
get-

itsits people back to work .

""TheThe social welfare worker-
from

workerworker-
fromfrom Fort Simpson was flying

.
inin-

once
in-

onceonce a month ," he said , '""and-
everyone

"andand.and.and-

everyoneeveryone lined up for the hand-

out
handhand-¬.-

out.. I asked once how muchmuch-
money

much-
moneymoney was paid out , and he toldtold-

me
told-

meme between $$4,0004000, and $$5,000-
per

$5.000-
per

$5,0005000$5.0005.000,.
per month . _-

'""TheThe'The' council talked that overover-
and

over-
andand we asked if we could havehave-

the
have-

thethe $$4,0004000, and work for it ._ He-

gave
HeHe-

gavegave us the money , and we put itit-

in

it-

inin the back .

""SomeSome guys complained-
they'd

complained-
they'd

complained-
they'd

complained-complained-
they'dtheyd' been on welfare for 2020-

yearsbut
20-

yearsbutyears-butyearsbut- most of the peoplepeople-
really

people-
reallyreally like that.. We gravelledgravelled-
nearly

gravelled-
nearlynearly all the roads in the settle-

ment
settlesettle-¬.-

ment . And we made that moneymoney-
last

money-
lastlast four months .

There were some people whowho-

only
who-

onlyonly wanted to work a day andand-

make
and-

makemake $$2020 so they could go backback-
in

back-
inin the bush . We let them . Every-

one
EveryEvery- ¬.-

one who needed some money

.
got work .,.

WhenWhen'theWhenthe''thethethe monemoney was gone wewe-

asked
we-

askedasked for ''nn'niorenioremoreore ,<, We wanted toto-

gravel

to-

gravel
to

gravel the airstrip so we couldeouIdcould-
use

eouId-
useuse it when it rained ., But thethe-

guy
the-

guyguy totoldd us they (the welfarewelfatewelfar-

epeople

welfate-
peoplepeoplepeoplepeoplewere) were not there to makemake-

jobs
make-

jobsjobs (foror ppeopleople ., We couldn'tcouldntcouldn't-
get

couldn't-
get

'
get any moremorc .

tt"
""There'sTheres' a new social welfarewelfare-

guy
welfare-

guyguy nownQW ., When CojnmissionerCommissionerCommissioner-
Hodgson

Commissioner-
HodgsonHodgson was here last fallfaU , hehe-

told
he-

toldtold us the whole system wouldwould-

be
would-

bebe revised .
It"

""NowNow we get STEP (Short-
Term

Short-
Term

Short-
Term

Short-Short-
Term Employment Program ) .

But when you start reading thethe-

rules
the-

rulesrules and regulations , we findfmd wewe-

can't
we-

can'tcan'tcant' put a guy to work . WelfareWelfare-
says

Welfare-
sayssays who will work-andworkand- he hashas-

to
has-

toto work eight weeks . We can'tcantcan't-
give

can't-
give

'
give a man $$2020 so he can affordafford-

to
afford-

toto go out in the bush again .

We'reWere' not like Fort SimpsonSimpson-
oror other places , but the rules areare-

the
are-

thethe same for all .

When STEP came in , wewe-

wanted
we-

wantedwanted to build a communitycommunity-
hall

community-
hallhall . But they said we can'tcant' dodo-

that
do-

thatthat ..

We don'tdont' wantwantto-.-toto.to misusemisuse-
funds

misuse-
fundsfunds ; we just want to help our-

selves
our-

selves
ourour-¬-

selves .


