
"MoreMere"mm rJuntaTlIIh uUfe>: King Crab

AccordingAccordmg to the AlaskaAlaska-

Department
Alaska-

DepartmentDepartment of Fish and GaGame .,

the king crab is not a true (crabcrab-

like
crab-

likelike the tanner or dungendungenessdungeness-

crabs
dungeness-

crabscrabs , but are more clr-

related
clr-clrcloselyclosely-

related
closely-

related

-
related to the hermithermit-

And

crabcrab-

AndAnd even then the kingkmg I-
Sdifferent

isis-

differentdifferent The kind'skindskmgking'skings:'' . abdomen IS-

pressed
isis-

pressedpressed under their bodies andand-

covered
and-

coveredcovered with a Series of pro-

tecllve
pro-

tective
propro-¬-

tectivetecllve plates and theirthell legslegs-

are
legs-

arearcare jointedJomted to fold behindbehl11d thethe-

body
the-

bodybody insteadI11stead of being JOinted-

forward
jointedjointed-

forwardforward as the true crabs ,.

the tanner and dungenessdungeness-

InIn a 15J 5 year lifetime ,. a kingking-

crab

king-

crabcrab can grow up to 24 pounds ,

but commerciallycommercUilly caught crabscrabs-

average

crabs-

averageaverage about seven pounds ,.

and thoseIhose that artare 8 to 9 yearsyears-

old

years-

oldold measure about three feetfeet-

with

feet-

withwith legs spread outout-

In

out-

InIn late winter ,.
.king1.1I1g11I1g1.1I1gcrabkingcrabscrabscrabcrabs-

migrate

.
migrate from the deeper waterswaters-

toto10 shallower waters wherewhere-

mature
where-

maturemature females mollmoltmob and areare-

maled
are-

matedmatedmaled This timeItme usually followsfollows-

safe

follows-

safesafe ice conditionscondillons for hand Ime-

crabbing
lineImeline-

crabbingcrabbing from many communi-
ties

communi-
ties

communicommuni- ¬-

ties in10 Norton Sound northwardnorthward-
Following

northward-
Following

northward-
FollowmgFollowingFollowmgFollowmgmatingFollowingmatingmating the crabscrabs-

move
crabs-

movemove back to deeper waterwaler and

feed throughoutthroughou I the summer ,

fall and early winterwl11ter monthsmonths-
Female

months-
Female

months-
FemaleFemale crabs carry "op"ppup to

240,000240000, fertfertilizedfertilizedeggslZedlZedeggseggs for a yyearyear-

In

year-

in

<

in theirthell brood pouches The reggseggs-

hatch
eggs-

hatchhatch intoIOta a free-swimnfreeswimnfree-swtmmmgfreeswtmmmgfree-swimmingswimmingfreeswimming-
larvae

freeswtmmmg-
larvae

-

larvae and driftdnftdnftwithwith the IIdes-

and
tidesIIdestides-

andand ocean currents lorfor 40 to10 6060-

days
60-

daysdays and then settle to thethe-

bOllom
the-

bottombottombOllom They lose theirIheIr abilityablhtyablhty-

to

ability-

toto swimswtmswum or leave the oceanocean-

bOllom
ocean-

bottombottombOllom at this time They formform-

"pods
form-

"pods""podspods " by ppilingIng on top ofofeacheacheach-

other
each-

otherother for protection These podpodspods-

may

.

may number to several thousandthousand-
crabs

thousand-
crabscrabs
crabsKing

King crabs moltmoltasas they outout-

grow

out-

growgrow thenthelltheir hardhardoulerhardouterouterouler shell TheThe-

legs

The-

legslegs and body are SplOspiny whIch-

gives

whichwhich-

givesgives them protection frofrom thethe-

fish

the-

fishfish that prey on theithem


