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A delegution from Sealaska Corporation hlﬂpl celebrate the launch of a traditional Hawniian ?n}'nging canoe carved from spruce logs donated by the
corporation from ity lunds,

Phaote by B.1. Mallow

Indigenous Alaskans and Hawaiians

voyaging to

hrﬂ-l-
Specinl 1o the Tundra Times

In 1990* Snlllﬂkl Cﬂp -
celved an inguiry in its {mm
office from the Polynesian Voy-
aging Society in Hunoluly, Ha-
waii. The society wanted (o pur-
chase spruce logs from which to
carve the double hulls of a 60-
foot traditional Pﬂl;rneﬂin voy-
Aging cunoe.
what unusual, could cmily hm
turned into just another log sale

for Sealagka, which, after all, is

in'the business of selling logs
from its Native lands to create
profits for its sharahalders, the
Native peoples of Southeast
Alaska. But, upon hearing what

ﬂu Ioll were to be used for,
Sealnska's leadership recognized
unmﬂhinlnhuyumug and famil-
inr inthe native Hawaiian request.
The Polynesian Yoyaging So-
ciety, founded it the early 19705,
wuhﬂnﬁn;nnwﬂfuhﬁuw-
aging teadition who, more than

1,200 years before, had navigated

Immllndmllingmm
more than 2,000 miles across the
South Pacific Ocean to discover
and settle the Hawailan Islands,
Though some writers have dispar-
agingly suggested thut the seafar-
ers simply drifted with the winds
and currents and only discovered
‘the. islands accidentally, the
Polynesians are proud of the navi-
gational heritage preserved in orl
traditions. However, the last

distance canoe voyage had oc-
curred centuries ago, the navigat-
ing skills were gone and the ca-
noes thamselves but vivid images
of the mind.

By the 1970s, pride was all that
was left for a people struggling to

. find their place in modern Hawaii,
Native Hawaiian children needed

knowledge of their people’s voy-
I];Inl history to help strengthen

" cultural pride and build self-es-

teem. Their parents needed that
knowledge, now more than ever,
o rn-.inhin the values and tradi-
tlons that had sustained them over
By 1990, Native Hawadians had
once more salled throughout
Polynesia, from Hawail to New

ither from past to future

replica of a voyaging carg con-

structed by the Polynesian Voy- |
aging Society. Beginningin 1976,
the voyhges of Hokule’s had
taught Native Hawaiians, once
again, the navigation skills using
only the timeless, recurring pat-
terns of the stars and sea that had
in ancient times given them mas-
tery of their vast saltwater world.
The reality of Hokule'a strength-
ened the resolve of the Native
Hawaiian leadership at all levels
to use their culture and heritage
as the touchstone for huilding
their future. The vision of
Hokule a rising on a long ocean
swell, sails full with the wind and
the brilliance of a sunset on the
horizon ahead, became a power-

Zealand in Hokule'a, a fiberglnss
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Voyaging together. ..

Continued from puge |

ful symbol of the dreams and aspi-
rations of Hawaii's Native people
to educute the young, rekindle
knowledge of heritage and tradi-
tion and foster cooperation and
support from local, state and fed-
eral institutions.

To build another voyaging ca-
noe, this time using only tradi-
tional materials and methods, with
hulls carved from huge logs, would
take the symbolismto another level
of inspiration and pride. This was
the vision that brought Sealaska
Corp. and the Polynesian Voyag-
ing Society together. Native Ha-
walian oral history held stories of
voyaging canoes being built from
huge logs that had drifted from the
North Pacific. So, as they had cen-
turics before, the Native Hawai-
ians looked north when they dis-
covered thut trees of needed size
were not to be found on their own

lands,

Alaska Natives and Native
Hawaiians have long shared aspi-
rations as indigenous people. Na-
tive Hawaiian dance has high-
lighted Scalaska Heritage Foun-
dation Celebrations, Native Ha-
waiians has studied the Alaska
Native Claims Setilement Aci
(ANCSA )and had visited ANCSA
corporations before. For the Voy-
aging Sociely to turn to Scalaska
o tun to Sealaska to buy their
logs was not surprising. Sealaska
was not in the business of giving
logs away, although logs had oc-
casionally been provided to local
Native artists. The Native Hawai-
ians were surprised when, afler
hearing their story, Sealaska
agreed to find, cut and prepare
logs for shipment at its own ex-
pense.

Upon reflection, Sealaska's
ubility to quickly decide to donate

the logs was also a symbol: of the
maturing of an ANCSA corpora-
tion. Sealaska's long effort to in-
still Native values in corporate
decision-making was validated in
this decision to reach far beyond
its own Pacific Ocean shores to
identify with the dreams and aspi-
rations of another indigenous
people, Sealaska has recognized
that we all share 8 common des-
liny and at every opportunity we
must work together. This recogni-
tion and the decision to donate the
logs has made Sealaska more con-
fident than ever that it can make
the for-profit corporate structure
imposed by ANCSA work for the
benefit of its owners, the Native
peoples of Southeast Alaska, not
Just us corporate shareholders, but
as indigenous peoples incommon
cause with brothers and sisters
wherever they may be located in
this world we inhabit together.

Hyrem Mallottisa former presi
dent of Sealaska Corp. and is cur-
rently Practitioner in Residence

althe School of Business and Pub
lic Administration, University of
Alaska/Southeast in Juneau,



