Barrow’s MaclLean crowned
Miss NCAI at 50th convention

For the second year imiirow, an
MAaskan has been named Mass
Mational Congress ol Amencan
Indians. Tara Macl can ol Barrow
wirs crowned at the orgamization’s
Stith smoal convention in Reno,
Nevada on December 1. She sue-
cecds Ann Cooke of Bethel,

Muchean, 200, 15 a jumior o
Comnell Umiversity in New York
where she is majoring i indus
trsal and labor relations. She s the
daughter of a very proud Eileen
Mackean , o state representative
from Bammow, Bt well-wishers
were not limited to Inends and
family in Bamow, Shortly after
the announcement, Tundra Times
recerveda fax from the Metlnkatla
Indian Community in distant
southeast  Alaska
Macl.can as an “excellent role
model for out youth.”

In a letter Macl.can,
Metlakatln Mayor Casey Melson,
S suid he and other community
members were in the audience
during the competion and Telt
proud to be represented by
Macl.can

"You instilled m our hearts a

saluting

fin

Tara MucLean

striking reminder of who we e
and your prayers and songs wee
truly fel,” Cusey wrote, "Agalp,
congratulations . . . our youth will
truly know that you arce there for
them and that they will now have o
national voice which will be heard.”™

MacLean traveled to Reno af-
ter being named Miss Eskimo-
Indian Olympics in Fairbanks in
July. Like the event in Fairbanks,

\

competition for the NCAI title in-
cluded a talent event, as well as
individual interviews with the
Judges.

In her talent  presentation,
Macl.can discussed Inupiat cul-
ture, survival in the Arctic and
living in harmony with the land.
She described the whaling tradi-
tions of her people, including
women's roles in whaling, distri-
bution of the whale meat and the
many ways in which whale parts
are used for practical and artistic
purposes. She also gave each of
the judges a piece of magiag (whale
skin and blubber) to 1aste.




