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Alaska Native delegates
visit Yanomami in Brazil

When Theresa Devlin, Kathy Wilson and Ricky
Ashby traveled to the jungles of Brazil last summer,
their sojourn among the Yanomami and other indig-
enous peoples was a dramatic experience consisting
of many emotional layers. As representatives of the
Alnska Native Leadership Project (funded by the
Kelloge Foundation), the were attuned to some of
the political, economic and social issues confronting
their southern brothers and sisters. But it was impos-
sible not to personalize the comparisons between the
exotic and radimentary existence of the Yanomami
and their own expenience of village live in Alaska,

Then, upon their retum home, the trio shared the
horror of leaming through international headhnes
that a Yanomami village had been bumed (o the
pround and scores of local residents slaughtered by
land-hungry gold miners. Days passed before they
learned that the village they vigited had not been the
one hat by the attack. However, one of their hosts,
Chiel Davi Kopenawa Yanomami, was quoted ex-
tensively in media reports demanding justice for his
people. The gold miners, like those who invaded the

sacred Block Hills of South Dakota in the last cen-
tury, are not supposed o be interritory controlled by
the Yanomami, who have recently won constitu-
tional land rights but are now faced with the daunting
tnsk of enforcing those rights,

Devlin wrote to Alaska Sen. Ted Stevens as well
ns Pregident Clinton about the massucre and pressed
for an American response. Stevens added his voice
to those inquinng at the State Department aboul a
possible protest. When she contacted Yanomami
representatives to find out what could be done 10
help, the response was that financial contributions to
the ¥ anomami Health Project, in the form of money
orders payable 1o CCPY, could be mailed 0 the
following address:

Comissao peln Crincao

o Pargue Y anomami

Banco Sudameris Brasil

Branch no. (Agencin) 726

Avenida Paulista 1000

Current Account no. (Comtacorrente) 1261 3. 30009

Sao Paulo SP Brazil

Cory



