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December 18L81.8. was the ninth anniversaryanniveBary of the pas-

sage
pas-

sage
paspas-¬-

sage of the Alaska . Native Claims Settlement Act ; toto-

celebrate
to-

celebratecelebrate both that anniversaryanniveBary and the passage of thethe-

D2-D-2D20-20- bill , Alaska ''NativesNativesNatives from many parts of ththestatethgstatethgstate-
gathered

_

gathered in the Howard Rock Ballroom of the Anc-

horage
Anc-

horage
AncAnc-¬-

horage Sheraton Hotel for a banquet . The feast waswas-

sponsored
was-

sponsoredsponsored by the Alaska Federation of Natives , Alas-

ka
Alas-

ka
AlasAlas-¬-

ka Native Foundation , and RurAL CAP. Roger LangLang-

was
Lang-

waswas Master of Ceremonies .

Representative UoydLloyd Meeds (-D-WashingtonDWashington- ) waswas-

a
was-

aa special guest for the occasion , in honor of his manymany-

years
many-

yearsyears of ddedicationdication to helping Alaska Natives . He toldtold-

the
told-

thethe audience ththerere were those who said Natives accom-
plished

accom-
plished

accomaccom-¬-
plished that legislation ""inin" spite of themselves ," but hehe-

thought
he-

thoughtthought that it was ""becausebecause of themselves ," instead .

ANCSA,, said Meeds, was a ""Do-It-Yourself"DoDoItYourself-- - "" project .

He recalledreca11ed the early days of the fightfJght, and such per-

sons
per-

sons
perper-¬-

sons as Nick Begich and Stanley McCutcheon , who diddid-

not
did-

notnot live to see the fruition of what they helped start .

Guests at the head table included WWillie1lie Hensley ,
Sam Kito , MeedsMeeds., James Wickwire , EmitEmil Notti ., RayRay-

Christiansen
Ray-

ChristiansenChristiansen , Nelson and Mary Lou Angapak , OliverOliver-

and
Oliver-

andand Annie Leavitt , and Sophie and Frank FFergusonrguson .

There were so many people involved in the longlong-

ANCSA
long-

ANCSAANCSA battle and in the -D-2D20-20- one which followedfonowedfollowed-

that
fonowed-

thatthat it would be impossible to name them allall,, butbut-

speakers
but-

speakersspeakers made an effort . Nelson Angapak remarkedsemarkedremarked-

that
semarked-

thatthat thetile beautiful ballroom in which the group nownow-

dines
now-

dinesdines was in itself a tribute to the people who ""car-

ried
"carcar"car-"car-

ried
-¬-

ried the ball before it was fashionable to be Native ."

As Lang remarked , the -D-2D20-20- bill was '""aa'aa' heck of aa-

present
a-

presentpresent to Alaska Natives , with 55 to 60 per cent ofof-

the
of-

thethe 400-page400page4.page4page().-- bill devoted to Native concerns..". Every-

body
Every-

body
EveryEvery-¬-

body involved got some of what they wanted , but onlyonly-

Natives
only-

NativesNatives got 100 perpercent!lentcent of what they askedaskedhesaid, he said .

About 150 persons were in attendance at the affair ,
which was by invitation .


