
ChristmasChristm.as. in Tyonek
By PHYLLISPHVLLIS CARLSONCARLSON-

TheThe Christmas daysays we rere-

member
re-

membermember most vividlyVlVldly are not thethe-

ones
the-

onesones where everythingeverytlung goes smo-

othly
smosmo-¬.-

othlyothlywhenwhen money is plenti-
full

plentl-
full

plentiplentl-plentlplenti-¬-

fulfullfulland! and stores are convement-
he

convenientconvementconvenient-
The-:The--hehe Christmas that reallyreaUy standsstands-

out
stands-

outout inm our memory is the oneooeone-

that
ooe-

thdtthatthdt forced us to use our ingenu-

ity
ingenumgenuingenu-¬.-

IIity} andandImagmatlonandimaginationimagination-imaginationImagmatlon-ImagmatlonimaginationwhenImagmatlonwhen- when wewe-

'lad*''ladladiadtad to make everythingeverythmg our

selvesse1ves , from the ChnstiChnsti-

orations
ChnstmasChristmas dec-

orations
decdec-.-

orations to the ChnChn-

ics

ChnstmasChristmas good-

Ies

good-good-

icsIes , includingmciudII1g ChnstnChnstn-
For

ChnstmasChristmas presentspresent-
sF

presents-

or

presents-

ForFForor instance , that Christmas-

Tyonek
ChristmasChnstmas InIn-

Tyonek
in-

TyonekTyonek , forty-fourfortyfourforty.fourfortyfour-. years -ago ,

when 1IIwaswas teacher therethere-

Money
there-

Money
there-

MoneyMoney had nevetnever been plenti-

full

plenti-

ige.but
plenti-plentiplent! -.-

full' min the Vlilagevillageige.butigebut., but this Chnst-

mas
Christ-

las

Christ-

mas
ChristChnst-ChnstChrist--

maslas we were in the depths of thethe-

Great
the-

GreatGreat and a ¬.-Depression , govern-

ment

governgovern-

ment C C C project was the onon-

ly

on-on.-
lyIy source of incomemcome for the vil-

lage

vilVlivil-vil.-
1

lage- > Even if there rrjhad 'beenbeen-

money
been-

moneymoneyney , there were no :shops W-

Ithm

wi-

thin
WI-WI-

" ' aUall dede-

termined
de-dethinthm many milesmues We were .-

terminedTimed tto ha1ha-

1Decorations

have a Christmasnstmas ,

however
eo': :

, a
anill

a:good::dadaoooneone-

DecorationsDecorations ' SimpleSimple-

instruction

' 'We hadhad-

constructIOn

had-

construction-instructioninstructionconstructIOn- paper , didndIdn'tdIdnt' , we '"
Whenhen we ran out of red and gregre-

en
gre-gre.-

en paper , we used crayons to coco-

lor
co-co.-

lor more We made paper chamschains ,

bells and cornuicornui-

tened
cornucopias We flat-

tened
flatflat-.-

tened tin cans andaru, with.. . . . . .tmtin. . . *smpssnipssmps-

cut
snips-

cut
. . . > . . ,

cut out stars that shone andand-

twinkled
and-

twmkledtwinkledtwmkled as brightly as anyany-

boughten
any-

boughtenboughten onesones-

Dned
ones-

DriedDriedDned popopcorn| was 1I1in ourour-

winter
our-

wmterwinterwmter suppliessupphes , we poppedpoppedaa
. . . . . . . . .

dishpan fullfuU and strung ththem ,

one fun filled afternoon We evev-

en
ev-ev.-

en had enough to make soisomesome-

popcorn
some-

popcornpopcorn balls Some of us hadhad-

picked
had-

pickedpicked wudwild cranbernescranberries 10in thethe-

fall

the-

fallfall , and cheerfulcheerfulredred stnngsstrings ofof-

bernes
of-

berriesbernesberries J01I1edJoined the wlutewhite popcornpopcorn-
garlands

popcorn-
garlandsgarlands . The ChnstmasChristmas decora-

tion
decoradecora-.-

tlontion problem was solved , we felt ,

as we looked with great satisfac-

tion
satisfacsatlSfacsatisfac-¬.-

tiontlon at our handworkhandwork-
InIn our winterW1I1ter suppliessupphes , too ,

brought down before ice chokedchoked-

the
choked-

thethe Inlet , was a turkey , kept frofro-

zen
fro-fro¬.-

zen ever since in1I1 the outsideoutside-

cache
outside-

cachecache When we discovered thatthat-

very
that-

veryvery few of the villagers had evev-

er
ev-

ted
ev-ev-.

er tasted' ted turkey , we racked ourour-

brains
our-

bramsbramsbrains i to figure out a way toto-

gIVe

to-

give

to-

ivegIVeive everyone in1I1 the villageVlilage aa-

taste
a-

tastetaste , at least Thehe miraclemuacle of thethe-

loaves
the-

loavesloaves and the fishes seemed toto-

be
to-

bebe called forfor-forforhow.- how could we div-

ide
dlvdiv-div.-

Ide a twenty pound budbird amongamong-

one
among-

oneone hundred and twenty or soso-

people
so-

peoplepeople '" Our solutIon was Slmstee-

ple
stee-stee.-

pieple We decided to roast Mr Tur-

key
TurTur-.-

key , and make turkey sandwich-

es

sandwich-

sliced
sandwich-sandwich -.

es-esesshcedessliced- slicedshced thinth1I1 , we Figured ,

ithmaticallymathmatlcallymathmatically , we could do it '

ChnstmasChristmas candyindy was anotheranother-
problem

another-
problemproblemr . . - . . . .Store, . . - bought sweetssweets-

was

sweets-

waswas a great andandveryvery infrequentmfrequentinfrequent-
treat

mfrequent-
treattreat to the children-childrenchudrenchildrenthey-. they hadhad-

never
had-

nevernever puzzled out how it got onon-

their
on-

theutheirtheu shelves To make it them-

selves
themthem-¬.-

selves was unheard of' TheirTheuTheir-

eyes
Theu-

eyeseyes widened and their mouthsmouths-
fell

mouths-
fellfell open when I proposed 1-

1Ten

it11it-

TenTen year old Laura remarked 10-

awe
in10in-

"Teacher

in-

aweawe
awe"Teacher

""TeacherTeacher must be likehke GodGod-

she

God-

sheshe can make candy ' "

Soon all the girlsgills has the opop-

portunity
op-op¬.-

portunityportumty to be ""god-like"godgodlike"god.lIkegod.lIkegodlIke-. " thfthem-

selves
them-

selves
them-them-

selves , when Polly , Jane . CallCatherCather-

ine

Cather-

memeine , Olga , Laura and the othersothers-

gathered
others-

gatheredgathered in," my kitchen , and thethe-

sweet
the-

sweetsweetet smellsmellofof boilingboumg fudge and

panacha filled the airau . One eeven-

ing

eveneven-' .-
ing1I1g we pulled taffy and a :stickysticky-

good
sticky-

good
"

good time was had by allaU .

The women of the vivillage metmet-

one
met-

oneone afternoon to decide on thethe-

Christmas
the-

ChristmasChristmas ; refreshments . RussRussianRussian-

pie
Russian-

piepie , they fmallyfinally decided , wouldwould-

be
would-

bebe the mainmam dish , for there waswas-

plenty
was-

plentyplenty of drieddned fish inm the vilvil-

lage

vil-vil¬.-
lage , and the fish and nee dISh-

was
dishdish-

waswas a favoritefavonte I volunteered toto-

be
to-

bebe responsible for the turkeyturkey-
sandwiches

turkey-
sandwichessandwiches if some of the goodgood-

bakers
good-

bakersbakers would bake the bread . WeWe-

scheduled
We-

scheduledscheduled some ChristmasChnstmas cook-

ie

cookcook-¬.-
ie bakingbakmg sessions , too The big ,

oldoldiceICe cream freezer that bebe-

longed
be-

longedlonged to the school was to bebe-

put
be-

putput to good use , and there waswas-

no
was-

nono lack ofofwofwillingwwillinglIng hands to turnturn-

the
turn-

thethe handle when the time camecarnecame-

There
came-

There
carne-

ThereThere were still presents to bebe-

poVlded
be-

providedprovidedpoVlded( Here , true inventive-

ke

inventive-

ness
inventive-inventivemventlve -.

ness was revealed , for we had toto-

make
to-

makemakeke do with the imatenalsmaterials avaavail-

able
avail-avail.-

ablee to us The women , good >sese-

wers
se-se.-

wersrs and knitterskmtters , hidhad it11 easieasiereasier-
than

easier-
thanthan the men , for there waswas-

cloth
was-

clothcloth and yam avaavailableable . It wwaswas-

then
was-

then
*

then , the men showed theirtheu trutruetrue-

ingenuity
true-

mgenultyingenuitymgenulty , and when ChnstmasfI-

I1a1Jy
ChristmasChnstmasChristmas-

finallyfinallyfII1a1Jy arrivedarnved , the puzzle of thethe-

dISappear1I1g

the-

disappearingdISappear1I1gdisappearingappearing Mercurochrome atat-

last
at-

lastlastI was solved-solvedsolvedbut-. but we has toto-

wait
to-

waltwaltwaitit until ChristmasChnstmas to findf1I1d thethe-

answer
the-

answeranswer to our mysterymystery-
Yes

mystery-
Yes

mystery-
YesYes , ChrIstChristmasmas finally arrivedarnved .

The big spruce tree filled oneone-

LOrner

one-

cornercornerLOrner of the school room , andand-

was
and-

waswas bravely decorateddecoratedwithwith ourour-

paper
our-

paper
our-

paperpaper chainschams , pop corn rand- J cran-

berry
crancran-.-

berry ropes The tintm starstars bravelybravely-

ghuered
bravely-

glitteredglitteredghueredghueredmglitteredininm the lighthght of the ggasogasp; .
linehne lamps Around the tree and-

in

and-

m
and

inm the branches were the prepre-

sents
pre-pre¬.-

sents we had labored on TheyThey-

made
They-

mademade a goodly show AndAnd-AndAndheap-. heap-

ed
heapheap-¬.-

ededaroundaround the tree were pairpanparr afaf-

ter
af-af¬.-

ter pairpall of chchildrensdrens snow shoesshoes-

that
shoes-

thatthat the men had bbeen workmgworking

on . And , they were dyed thethe-

most
the-

mostmost luciousIUCIOOIucious$ , orangy red youyou-

can
you-

cancan Imaginebnag1I1e ! YesVes our store ofof-

Mercurochrome
of-

MercurochromeMercuiochromeMercurochrome was depleated-

dispensary

depleated-depleated -.
villagers had been conungcoming to thethe-

dispensarydispensarydlSpCnsary every day for bottlesbottles-
of

bottles-
ofof it we made up on request .

Now , they would have to use thethe-

antiseptic
the-

anuseptlcantisepticanuseptlc that ""stungstung " ,. butbut-

when
but-

whenwhen we saw the joyfull faces ofof-

the
of-

thethe chchildrendren as they looked atat-

their
at-

theutheirtheu very own snowshoes , wewe-

could
we-

couldcould only feel happy for them '

As for myself , one of thethe-

most
the-

mostmost appreciated presents I everever-

received
ever-

receivedreceived was under the treetree-

Some
tree-

SomeSome timetune before ,. EhElI , one ofof-

the
of-

thethe oldest men min the villagevillage-

had
village-

hadhad dug up a crude , old , stonestone-

ax
stone-

axax head inIf) hisIus garden I knewknew-

that
knew-

thatthat ta travelingtravelmg B.I.ABI.ABIABl.ABlA. . . officialofficial-

had
official-

hadhad offered urnhum! a substantialsubstantial-
sum

substantial-
sumsum for It , wluchwhich he refusedrefused-

Yet
refused-

YetYet , here under our Christ-

mas
ChnstChrist-Christ.-

mas tree It was , SImply labelled ,
""forfor teacher "

Yes , It was truly a memerTremor .

able ChnstmasChristmas - a four starstar-

Christmas
star-

ChristmasChristmas , andandoneone that hashas-

never
has-

nevernever been forgotten .


