
State plans dikedike-
to

dike-
to

dike-
tostopNoatakto stop

NoatakNoatakelosionNoatakerosionerosionelosion
By STAN JONESJONES-

Many

JONES-

ManyMany an Alaskan villagevtllage livliveslives-

in

lives-

minm a state ofofnervousnervous truce with-

Its
with-

its
wkhwith

Its river . With some , suchstich asas-

Aniak
as-

AniakAniak , the problem Is flood-

mg
floodflood-.-

mg . In the case of Noatak ,

whichwluch is located about 6060-

mUes

60-

milesmilesmUes northwest of Kotzebue ,.

the problem is not floodingfloodmg ,

but erosion .

For years , the NoNOdtakNoataktak RiRJRi-

ver

Ri-Ri¬.-

ver has been washingwaslung awayaway-

the
away-

thethe bank on which the villagevtl1agevillage-

stands
vtl1ag-

estandsstands , and today the rivernver I-
Swithin

isis-

withinwithin a few yards of somesome-

houJes
some-

houseshouJeshouses and school buidUlgsbuildings] Af-

ter
AfAf-.-

ter many months of study andand-

dISCussion

and-

discussiondiscussion , the Alaska Depart-

ment
DepartDepart--.

ment of Transportation and Pub-

lic
PubPub-.-

hclic FaCFacilitiesltles IS calling for bidsbids-

on
bids-

onon a mllhonmillion dollar project toto-

protect
to-

protectprotect the bank from further-

erosion
furtherfurther-

eroSIonerosion
erosionPlans

Plans call for the construc-
tion

construcconstruc- ¬.-

tiontlOn ofofanan earthen dike next toto-

the
to-

thethe erodingerodmg bank , with a targettarget-

completion
target-

completioncompletion date of AprilApnl 19811981-

According
1981-

Accordmg
1981-

xAccordmgAccordingx> rdmg to Riley SnellSnellofofof-

the
of-

thethe DOTiPFsDOT&PF'sDOTPFs&&'' Fairbanks office ,

the project has acquired emer-

gency
emeremer-¬.-

gency status , and his depart-

ment
departdepart- ¬.-

ment hopes that work cancan-

begin
can-

begmbeginbegm by the first of the yearyear-

Expected
year-

Expected
year-

ExpectedExpected to cost about S$$11ItI-

m1ll10n

t-

millionmillionm1ll10n , the dike is intendedmtended toto-

serve
to-

serveserve as thermalthermalmsulatlonthermalinsulationinsulation ratherrather-

than
rather-

thanthan physical protection StateState-

engineers
State-

engmeersengineersengmeers feel that the eroSionI-

S
erosion

is caused by the highhighIceice con-

tent
con-

tent
concon-¬-

tent of the nverbankriverbank ,,. ratherrather-

than
rather-

thanthan by the river'srivers' currentcurrent-

As

current-

AsAs the ice melts , the bank loos-

ens

loos-

ens
loosloos-¬-

ens and caves into the nverriver

They hope that the insulatingmsulatmginsulating-

dike
msulatmg-

dikedike will Uinhibit1I'blt1Iblt' the thathawing-

and
thawmgthawingthawmg-

and

-

and thus slow or halt the ero-

SIon

ero-

sion
ero-ero-

sion SinceSmce the dike will have aa-

much
a-

muchmuch lovlower ice content' ' than' thethe-

bank
the-

bankbank itself , they expect it to bebe-

less
be-

lessless subject to the kmdkindkmdofkindofof ero-

SIon

ero-

sion
ero-ero-

SIon that ISu threatenmgthreatening the vil-

lage

vtlvil-vil.-
lage
lageThe

The engmeersengineers do not expectexpect-

the
expect-

thethe dike to solve Noatak'sNoataks' prob-

lem

prob-

lem
prob-prob-

lem permanently ,. however SnellSnell-

lys
Snell-

says
Snell-

sayssayslys it'sits'' a uholdmgholdingtj action , design-

ed
destgn-

ed
destgn-destgndesign-designJ -

edd to &gi-

up
gi\gi&lvelvegive\ the state twetune to comecome-

up
come-

upup with plans and money forfor-

a

for-

aa long-termlongterm-- solutionsolullon . He sayssays-

that
says-

thatthat studies for a permanentpermanent-
fix

permanent-
fixfix should beginbegm early inm 1981 ,

that fundingfundmg will be sought fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe next legislatureleg1Sature! , and thatthat-

work
that-

workwork on it should beginbegm inm 1982 .

The state actually had pre-

viously
prepre-

vIOusly

pre-pre¬-

viously designed a more elabo-

rate
elabo-

rate
elaboelabo-¬-

rate project for construction thIS-

wmter
this-

winter
thrthIS

winterwmter , but had to scale it dowidowndown-

when
down-

whenwhen all bids received exceededexceeded-

the
exceeded-

thethe budget for the project..


