
ChristmChristmastimestime in thethel.lJQshthellJQsh.hushbush
""III knoknow" there IS a SantaSanta-

Claus
Santa-

CldUCldUClaus> said F L KellhdhnKetthahn ,

''andand he s, an hklmoEskimo-EskimoEskimoKeith'-" Keith-

all

KellhKeith-Keith .-

alldImn }lungon time curalorcurator of thethe-

Aid

the-

AlaskaAidAlaska'" HlStonealHistorical MuscumMuseum , neverneve-
rlrrelt

neve-
rtor"ttor"ttortl/rreltlrrelt( / . ", the ChmtmdsChristmas he spentspent-

JI

spent-

atJIat ""elldetukelldetukKeIkIetuk dnin 1igloo10l > vlldvillage} e '

norlhnorth of Nome It was a longlong-

lime

long-

timelimetime ago when he laughltaught there ,

but It was a ChnslmasChristmas to re-

member
reore-rereo-

member

-

member
memberIn

In the Arctic even a Chnst-

mas
Christ-

mas
Chnst-ChnstChrist-Christ -

mas tree IS a baffling problem .,

Since no treeS grow wtthwithinm

byby-
Phyllis

by-
PhyllisPhyllis Carlson

hundreds of milesmlles of the vIIvil-

lage

vil-

ver

vil-vil-.

'lage ., "Howeverver ,. KeithahnKelthahnKetthahn foundfound-

Eskimo

found-

EskunoEskunoEskimo ingenuityenuity was equal toto-

the

to-

thethe sItuatIOn FustFirstit ,. a 10-foot10footlO.footlOfoot10foot-
pole

lO.foot-

pole

-.

,pole. .. was found ,. ..lountedlountedmounted. on aa-

stand

a-

stand

a-

standstand and ringsnngs of holeshoJes dnlled-

at

drilled-

at
drilleddnlled

at ._- intervals over the entireentire-

length
entire-

lengthlength Next , intomto the holesholes-

dwarf

holes-

dwarfdwarfdwarfwlllowdwarfwillowwlllowwillow ranchesbranches were in-

serted
in-

serted

m-

j
m-min-in-

jsertediicu ununtil> u thereu . re was the skele-

ton
skeleskele-¬.-

ton of a well-shapedwellshapedwell.shapedwellshaped-. tree SomeSome-

discarded
Some-

dlSdlSdiscardedarded green windowwmdow shacshadesshades-

Were

shades-

were

'

were torn intomto stripsstnps ,. frmgfnngedfringedfnnged-

with
fringed-

withwith scIssorsors untilunhl they lookedlooked-

hle
looked-

likehlelike fir needles , then carefullycarefully-

tied
carefully-

tied
refully

tiedtied to theme willowwuiow Dranchesbranches -

and there was the ChnstmasChristmasChnstmas-
tree

Christmas-

treetree '

After the school chlldrenchildren hadhad-

gIven

had-

givengIven thentheir program , the realreal-

Arcllc

real-

ArcticArcllcArctic ChmtmasChristmas began ,

""Es-keck.teEskeck.te"EsEskeck.tekeckte"Es-keck-tekeckte-- .- suhe Neule-AgaNeuleAga- .
,"

saIdid the head man (KeithahnKelthahnKeithahn-

never

Kelthahn-

nevernever found out what the wordswords-

mean
words-

meantmeanmeantt ) and games , acrobatIcs-
and

acrobaticsacrobatics-
andand gifts followed TheirTheu methodmethod-

of
method-

ofof gift giving was somewhatsomewhat-

different
somewhat-

dlfterentdiflerentdlfterentdifferent from that to whichwluchwhich-

Keithahn
wluch-

KelthahnKcithahjiKelthahnKeithahn was accustomed TheThe-

head
The-

headhead man called a name , 1I-

Spossessor

its1ISits-

possessorpossessorsor rose , walked to thethe-

front
the-

frontfront and turnedturneJ , facing the

attingSitting group ., Anyone wishingwislung toto-

bestow
to-

bestowbestow a gift would come forfor-

ward
for-for¬-.

ward (there was always some-

one
somesome-¬.-

one ) , and hang his presentpresent-

around
present-

aroundaround the recipient'srecipients' neck .

The gifts were sometimessometunessometime-
smothprovoking

sometunes-
muthprovoklngmirth-provokingmirthprovokingmuth-provoklngmuthprovoklngmoth-provokingmoth- and gales ofof-

laughter
of-

laughterlaughter would go upupwhenwhen aa-

hunter
a-

hunterhunter who had missed a shotshot-

at
shot-

atat a polar bear was presentedpresented-
with

presented-
withwith a polar bear paw , or aa-

childless
a-

childlesschildless young couple given aa-

baby
a-

babybaby doll . BeautifulBeauUfulBeauUfulnewBeautifulnewnew parkasparkas-

and
parkas-

andand mukluks for the men , house-

hold
househouse-¬.-

hold pots and pans andjlnd yards ofof-

cloth
of-

clothcloth were favoritefavonte gifts forfor-

women
for-

womenwomen Homemade toys andand-

mittens
and-

mittensmittens brought joy to thethe-

children
the-

childrenchildren , while thth-ththetholder-: older boysboys-

were
boys-

werewere often given guns , ammuni-

tion
ammuni-

tion
ammuniammuni-¬-

tion and knives in anllclpa-

lion
anticipa-

tion
anticipaanllclpa-anllclpaanticipa- ¬-

tionlion of theirthen needs as huntershunters-
The

hunters-
The

hunters-
TheThe ChristmasChnstmas celebratIon-

went
celebrationcelebration-

wentwent on allaU week , with dog-teamdogteamdogteam-
races

dogteam-
races

--
races , reindeer races and footfoot-

races
foot-

racesraces in the scant daylightdayhght hourshours-

Then
hours-

ThenThen , drivendnven indoorsmdoors , the parti-

cipants
parti-

cipants
partiparti-¬-

cipants would join inU1 finger-

pulling
finger-

pulling
finger-finger -.

pullingpulhng , hand-walkinghandwalking- , slack roperope-

acroballcs
rope-

acrobaticsacrobaticsacroballcs and EskimoEskll'l\oEskll'lEsklllo'\ wresthng-
Each

wrestlingwresthngwrestling-

EachEachEacheveningevening saw another feastfeast-

of
feast-

ofof pokes ofofwillowwillow leaves ferfer-

mented
fer-fer¬.-

mented in sealsealallsealoiloilall , frozenfrozen-

heather
frozen-

heatherheather berriesbernes - which lookedlooked-

hke
looked-

likelikehke buckshot - inmOiloil , dned-

oogruk
drieddneddried-

oogrukoogruk meat , roast reindeer ,. sealseatseal-

soup
seat-

soupsoup and , to top it off ,. EskimoEskunoEskimo-

ice

Eskuno-

Ice ""au-koo-tuk"auaukootuk"au-koo-lukluk- " andand-

"kimmamook
and-

"kun.mamook
iteIce cream - - --
""kim-mamook"kimkimmamook"kun.mamookkun.mamookkunmamook-. .

," seasealsealoil) oil ., whIp-

ped
whip-

ped
whipwhIp-¬-

ped to a fiothfroth withwllh snow andand-

Continued

and-

Continued( Continued on Page Eight )



e ChristmashristJnais .timetime-
in

time_

in the bushbah
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dneddried bernesberriesj Every nightmght therethere-

would

there-

would

there-

wouldwould be more gifts , too - alal-

together

al-al¬.-

together , a ChristmasChnstmas that Keith-

ahn

Keith-

ahn

Keith-

ahn
Keith-Keith-

ahn never forgot..

Never forgotten , either , areare-

the

are-

thethe ChristmasChnstmas boats that usedused-

to

used-

toto bringbnng Santa to the childrenchildren-

hvmg

children-

livinglivinghvmg in10 coastal Alaska . All thethe-

way

the-

wayway up the coast the news ofof-

of
of-

ofof theirthelf progress thrilled youngyoung-

Alaskans
young-

AlaskansAlaskans .

""It'sIts' 111in Juneau - now It'sItsIt's-

gotten

it's-

gotten

'

gotten to Cordova - Valdez -
SewardSewardnSewardnthey!" they would note .

Perhaps only inIII Alaska diddid-

Santa

did-

SantaSanta Claus arrivearave by boat ,

not reindeerremdeer sleigh , but thosethose-

of
those-

ofof us who remember those daysdays-

dIdn't
days-

didn'tdidn'tdidnt' question hisIus mode of

. _ - - - - -

travel.. Almost all of our $suppliIIppliessuppliesIIpplies-
came

supplies-

camecame from Seattle by boat -
why not Santa ?

The Alaska Steamship Com-

pany
CornCom-Com.-

pany boats were Santa'sSantas' trans-

portation

trans-transtrans-

portation

--

portation along Alaska'sAlaskas' seacoastseacoast-

towns

seacoast-

townstowns and when the ChristmasChristmas-

boat
Christmas-

boatboat arrived the youngstersyoungsters-
ail

youngsters-
allallail down to the cok to meet itft .

Dressed mIIIin their best bibs andand-

tuckers

and-

tuckerstuckers they would get in linehoehoe-

to
line-

toto march up ththe, gangplank andand-

III

and-

intoIIIintoto the social hall to meetmeet-

Santa

meet-

SantaSanta andandreceivereceive their Christ-

mas

Christ-

mas
ChristChrist-¬-

mas stockingsstockmgs . When the lastlast-

Christll1as

last-

ChristmasChristmasChristll1as ship , the ""DerailDerail"DenaliDenali ,"
made its finalfmal triptnp in the 1950s1950s-

some

1950s-

somesome of Alaska'sAlaskas' ChristmasChristmas-

magic

Christmas-

magicmagic was nno more and a tradi-

tion
traditradi-¬.-

tion was broken .

Although the whitewlute man'smansman's-

Chnstrnas

man's-

Christmas

'

ChristmasChnstrnas is not a traditionallytraditionally-
rooted

traditionally-
rootedrooted holidayhouday inm the Athabas-

can
Athabas-

can
AthabasAthabas-¬-

can Yukon villages , the NativesNatives-

welcomed

Natives-

welcomedwelcomed it warmly ,, for it serv-

ed
serv-

ed
servserv- ¬-

ed to break up the cold mono-

tony
mono-

tony
monomono-¬-

tony of their frozen winterswlIlters andand-

any
and-

anyany excuse for a festivity waswas-

eagerly
was-

eagerlyeagerlyeagerlyseIZedseized upon .

The village schoolhousschoolhouse* waswas-

usually
was-

usuallyusually the scscenene of the Christ-

mas
ChnstChrist-Christ.-

mas school program , wIthwIthcarolscarolscarols-

being
carols-

beingbeing sung and pieces spoken .

The appearance of Santa waswas-

looked
was-

lookedlooked forwardard to with antantici-

pation
antici-anticicI-

pat
cI-cI-

patpationlon , as was the potlatch oror-

commumty
or-

communitycommumtycommunity feast . DIfferent waysways-

of
ways-

ofof semngserving the feast were custom-

ary
custom-

ary
custom-custom-

ary from VIllage to village . OneOne-

tradItion
One-

traditiontradItion had the women seated

at long cloths spread out on thethe-

meetinghouse
the-

meetinghousemeeting-housemeetinghouse-- floor , with thethe-

children
the-

childrenchildren opposite and the men-

seated
men-

seated
men

seated apart ., And one could notnot-

refuse
not-

refuserefuse anything or decline aa-

second
a-

secondsecond helping - that wouldwould-

have
would-

havehave been ba terrible faux pas !

SledSled-dogSleddog- og and showshoe racesraces-

added
races-

addedadded to the festivities ., JustJust-

before
Just-

beforebefore the old year ended , inmin-

many
m-

manymany villages the people gather-

ed
gather-

ed
gathergather-¬-

ed to scrub the floorfloolSfloors* of thethe-

trading
the-

tradingtrading post
..stst ,. the community hallhall-

and

hall-

andand other public buildings , soso-

the
so-

thethe New Year could start out allall-

fr
all-

freshfrfreshsh and cleandean .

ChristmasChnstmas in the Aleutian IsIs-

land
Is-Is¬.-

land villages ,. the PribHofPribilof IslandsIslands-
and

Islands-
andand Southeastern Alaska hashas-

traditionally
has-

traditionallytraditionally been a little differ-

ent
differ-

ent
differdiffer-¬-

ent , for most of these villagersvillagers-

belonged
villagers-

belongedbelonged - and still belong toto-

the
to-

thethe Russian Orthodox Church ,

brought to Alaska in the 18th-

century
18th-

century
18th

century . They have a-a3"adifferent-- differentdifferent-
calendar

different-
calendarcalendar , their Christmas fallingfallmgfallmg-

on
falling-

onon January 7 One of thetheir1" inte-

resting
mte-

restmg
intemte-mteinte-¬-

restingrestmg customs was ""starringstarring"stmmgstmmg"

A large paper star on a wheel .,

often equipped witbwithwithcoloredcoloredcolored-

hghts
colored-

lightslightshghts , was earnedcarried from houhousehouse-

to
house-

toto house while the celebrantscelebrants-
sang

celebrants-
sangsang Russian songs .

ChristmasChnstmas wasn'twasnt' forgottenforgotten-
by

forgotten-
byby lonely prospectors out in thethe-

hills
the-

hillshillshills searching for gold , eithereither-

Their
either-

TheirTheir emotions were descn"bed-

by
describeddescn"beddescnbeddescribed-

by
"

by George Carmack , dISCOvere-

rof

discoverer
of Klondike gold , inm a poem hehe-

wrote
he-

wrotewrote Christmas Eve , 1885t885


