Patriarchal system keeps
women subservient

Alaska MNatjve
under represented
frussibinens ol rEarIu;l:,.ihﬂH'} and
power in thenr Mative regional
corporations  despite the fact
that they have higher educa
tion expenence, according 1o
social  anthropologist Rosia
Wl

Speaking to a group ol more
than 600 women who were at-
tending a statewide conlerence
sparmsored by the Alaska Com
mission on the Satus of Wo-
men, Worl cniticezed both Alas
gt Matve
leadership o comtimung a pa
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deserved seputation bor couali-
iy oameng all peoples when n
Lact, the state suppuoris the
systems that keep women and
munorites from any  positions
ol responsibility and power in
the state.

World was particulaily crin-
cal of programs 0 involve
minonties  and  women  in
state government. “The Affir-
mative  Action plan s linle

more than a policy statement

which has been virtually ig-
nored,” said Worl.

She pointed to recent reports
that showed women and m-
norites were at the low end
ol the pay scale in Anchorage

prbs but she ncluded Native
Regional Corporations an heg
¢TI LSS,

“Despite the fact that wo.
wien have  higher  education
levels than men they continue
traditional roles and
m power in the
saud

in then
are  ahsent
regionial  corporations,”
Worl.

“Minonty  women are  de-
nied equal access everywhere.

“The paternalistic  socety
which dommates the state to-
day does nothing more than
perpeiuale dominance
and continues o keep women
aml minonties moa subseovient

I'Il.'ll':"'

position . said Worl

1 am absolutely astounded
that  the  patnanchs m the
Legislature are eluminating the
Commission (on the Status of
Women),”  wd  Worl. “1
only they could eliminate the
inequalities which exist today
with the same stroke of the
pen'”

She told the assembled wo-
men that if they want 1o
change these patierns, they
must  become involved in the
poelitical  process  and  woice
their concerns at the voling
booth duning elections.

“Sexval paternalism  and
economic inequity s a real
ity of Alaska. To achieve our
goals we must be willing to
work for change.™



