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Sports officials usually are
the bad guys.

The “necessary evil” of the
playing field,

The persons whom the
coaches and players vent their
wrath upon, and the ones they
can blamg when the game s
lost.

Not so with the officials of
the arctic Nativé sports.

An  American sports fan
who is unfamiliar with Native
games, might be a little sur-
prised to see athletes and offic-
ials treating each other with
new respect, and even compas-
sion,

“It is our vradition,” explains
Jerry Kisoun the Yukon Teuri-
tory's chief  official at. the
Arctic Winger Games. George
Bennett of Fairbanks and Steve
Kikoak of the Northwest Ter-
ritories, who are also ofTicials,
agree,

“The athletes and the offic-
jals know the game,” Kikoak
adds, “The athletes have been
trained before never to argue

with the judges. We respect our
elders. That is our culture.”

“¥You are not really compet- -

ing against anyome,” Kisoun
emphasizes. “Only yourself,
trying to make yoursell do
your best, There is even good
communication between ath-
letes and officials. If a kid's
foot is going on ome side of
the seal, we will mention it to
him, we can give him advice.”

“‘r{l‘“ m| Bﬂlﬂﬂi;
has long been involved a3 »
participant, coach and official
of sports such as basketball
and youth track and field, of
all the years | have been in
real hard core, competitive
sports, this is the only time. |
have ever seen officials have
compassion for  the partici-
pants. We can shout words of
encouragement to  them. If
the coach comes up, we can
talk and tell him what's going
on, what his athlete needs
to do.™

It is this attitude of mutual
concern, Bennett says, which
really holds Native sporis to-
gether, “If it ever happens,
that we would be at each oth-

ers’ throats, like someone from

Alaska saying, ‘hey, don't talk
to that Yukon guy!' then |
don't think the games would
be viable."”

The judges also agreed that
it s important for them to
all work together, “It's team
work,"” ex Bennett, "We
must all agree on a decision.
One official s usually desig-

here, there is no such thing as
a head official.”

Usually, an officjal is some-
one who has participated in the
games  themselves - as  have
both Kisoun and Kikoat.
Bennett has never competed
in the Native games, but has
been involved in sports and
coaching for most of his life
and last year took a team to
the Native youth Olympics in
Anchorage. Despite all his time
in other. sports, he describes
his involvement in Native
games a8 “the plateau of my
career,”

There is no rule book for
officials at Native games. The
rules are learned the traditional
way, by participation, Some-
times theré are tough de-
cisions. “We came across a sit-
uation which was very rare,”
Benneti notes, referring to this
year's match between Lady
Laraux and Carol Pickett when
each missed five-fool, 10-in-
ches on the two-foot high
kick then tried nine-and-one-
half height. Laraux worked her
way back up to five-foot, 11-
inches.

The officials could have de-
cided that Laraux was not en-
titled to try the S5-{oot, 10-
inch height because she already
had tried and missed but they
decided to allow her the
‘second chance.’

Then there was the airplane
carry competition, The word
the officials received from the
stand was that . they should
time the period in which a con-
testant is able to keep his
arms and legs extended in an
iron cross while being carried
around the gym.

“We finally. went with the
distance,” Bennett notes. “Dis-
tance had been more into the
games years and years ago. We
didn"t want to intrdduce oo
much modern téechnology, like
a stop watch,” said Bennett.
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As the coach of Team Yukon (in back) looks on, lh‘ru sports officials (left to right)

Steve Kikoak, George Bennett, and Jerry Kisoun debate Lady Laraux’s most recent

kick.

“We've got to be careful
with this technology. Or in five
years time, we'll be bringing
a professor down from the ug-
versilty to show us how to do
our own games!™ says Kisoun.

“We've been playing Eskimo
games for thousands of years,”
Kikoak - inserts, *this stop
watch, | didn't agree with it in
my mind."

There was another aspect Lo
this year's games that bothered
the officials. The ear pull and
seal hop and the knuckle hop
were éliminated from' the vom-
petition, supposedly because
they could get too bloody for
spectators.

“1 would like to see that
the known officials get notified
before such decisions are han-
ded down,” Benneti siresses.
“We don't even konow the peo-
ple are who eliminated those
two games. We were nol noti-
fied.”

All three thought the two
traditional events should have
been kept in the competition.
“If you're going to the Arctic
Winter Games, Bennett says,
“what's going to happen is on
the program schedule. If you
don't want to see something,
you can leave when that comes
up. People shouldn't \ voice
against  it. They're icing
against our culture.”

“Take a boxing match,”
Kisouk adds. “You see more
blood at 2 boxing match than

you ever will ﬂm_ml

The first | saw blood
1980, when a
ripped his ear!” _

Bryan Goelffing, a white
man from Copper Mine, North-
west Territory, who has partic-
ipated in the Games in the
past, and_who helped run the
events along with the three
officials also believes ‘the tradi-
tional aspecis of the games

conlestant

should be honored.

“I've been involved in the
games a long time, I've been
an organizer of teams and ['ve
raised money. I've gotien to
know most of the people in-
volved in the games all across
the arctic, from Alaska to
Greenland, The reasons I'm in-
volved is that MNative games a
not like white games, like bas-
ketball and volleyball, There is
no competition. It's a friend-
ly game. The whole point of
arctic gports is fun. There is
# qchance (o0 meel your
friends. ™

Goehring also does not like
to see Native sports treated as
a novelty or a sideshow while
the rest of the games like bad-
minton, hockey, snowshoeing
are takew more seriously.

Benmett agrees, “Our games
have been in existence for
thousands and thousands of
years. |t is serious sport.”




