‘Experts Meeung

Demmei't will represent US. in Paris arctic studies meet

i Dennis Demmert dnrector of
Native Studies..at 'the: Univer-
sity of ‘Alaska, Fairbanks, has
been ‘selected a5 the ‘U.S. par-
ticipant. for ‘an “Experts” Meet-
ing on Arctic Cultural Studies”
to be held in Paris, France on
August 1,2'and 3. The meeting
is sponsored by the ‘United
Nations Educational, Scientific
and . ;. Cultural Organlzauon

(UNESCO) ‘and will bring to-

gether 'nine _schblm ffom eéight
circumpolar nations.

The purpose ‘of the meeting
is to review Arctic cultural de-
velopment and the current status
of research and ‘studies on’ Arc-

tic cultures and to discuss ways

of implementing ‘an- inter-dis-
ciplinary ' program ‘of .Arctic cul-
tural studies.

“I'm very pleased and honor-

ed. to be.chosen,” said Demmert.
“Native cultures’ are all exper-
iencing extensivé change,  and
this will be a great opportumty
to compare information and ex-
perience across international
lines. Even more important
than the learning experience
this will provide me is the pro-
spect of developing an inter-

-disciplinary program of studies.

I'd previously met some -of the

participants and I look forward
to working with all of them.”
Demmert, who is also presi-
dent of the Alaska Native Edu-
cation Association, was nominat-
ed to attend the Paris meeting
by the US. Commission on
UNESCO and the Smithsonian
Institution.  The Smijthsonian
has also invited Demmert and
his wife, Jane Demmert, to
present a.paper on ‘‘Changing

Educational, Ewnomic and Po-
litical Requlrements in .the Na-
tive Community™ to the Ameri-
can Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science in Hous-
ton, Texas in January.

Jane Demmert. formerly di-
rector of the Alaska State Mu-
seum in Juneau, is currently
assistant to the president of
the University of Alaska.



