
Firefighters travel Outside for fires
by Mike HinmanHinman-

7imdraTIMES
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Tundrdi'IMES7imdraTIMESTundrdi'IMESTundrdiIMES' StaffStaff-

WithWith the fall'sfalls' first frost and the endend-

of

end-

ofof the fire season for Alaska , the mainmain-

emphasis
main-

emphasisemphasis of the nation'snations' fire fighter efef-

forts

ef-

forts

ef-ef¬-
forts concentrates Outside .

A large nupibernUll1bernumber of village fire teamsteams-

and
teams-

andand bothbothofof Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska'$ hot, shot teamsteams-

have
teams-

havehave beenb.een
.

sent OutsOutsidede to battle wild-

fires
wild-

fires
wildwild-¬-

.'fires .

""TheyThey try' to keep (the work ' days )

to 112 hhourshoursbuturs ,,; but that dQdqesn'tdqesntdoesn'tdoesntn'tnt' ,
always-

happen
always-

happenobvlc
always

happen/happenhappenobvlchappenobviously},// obviously.>usly ,
" said DonDonQon BarryBarry-ofBarryofBarryof-

the
;-;,bfff-

thththe A1AlaskaA1s'ks'ksk' InteragencyInteragency Fire CoCoordina-

tion
CoordinaCoordina-rdina-

tlon
rdina-rdina¬-

tiontlon Center at Fort Wainwrightaln right .

There are currently 39 wildfires-
burning

wjldfireswildfiresildfjresildfjres-

burningburning in eight Western states withwith-

over

with-

overover 321,000321000, acres scorched .

The majority of the fires are in OrOr-

egon

Or-

egon

Or-Or¬-

egon , Idaho and northern Nevada .

"'"It'sIts'It's' not getting better , it'sits' gettinggetting-

worse

getting-

worseworse , " said Kirk .

The fire hazard increased this yearyear-

due
year-

duedue to an early damp period which rere-

suIted

re-

suited
re-re¬- '

sultedsuIted in a lot of spring growth ., TheThe-

spring

The-

springspring growth of grasses turned brownbrown-

in

brown-

inin the dry ."conditionsconditionsconditions of late summersummer-

an
summer-

and
.-

conditions
c-

onditions
"

anandandshriveledshrivelshriveledshriveledd into fuelfuel.forfuelfor.
.
for drylighten-

ing

drylighten-

ing

dry-lightendrylightendry-lighten--- ¬-
-

ing strikes , according to Kirk .

The crews workworl( in 12-hour12hour12-houthout- shifts ,

See FIRE , Page 3
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ThereTher are 73 seasoseasonalat TypeType ' 2 crewscrews '"

that hire out of villagesvmage
.

'statewide . TheThe-

fir
The-

firefirfire crews arareare, empioemployemployedededbythe
'

by'by the AlaskaAlaska-

Div

Alaska-

DivisionDivDivisionslol1 of Forestry and the Alaska FireFire-

SerVice'a
Fire-

ServiceServiceSerVice'aSerVicea:,
'aa brbrnchbranchbranchnch of thethe BureauBureauof' of LandLand-
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to fight fires after pas'- sinpas-sinpas'- singpassin'gpassingpasSldg' 'g a9 writtenwritten ' andand-

physicai
and-

physicalphysicaiphysicalphysicalphysicaitesttesttest ; accordingaccordilig'taccordiligtaccordingto
'
to MMartyl"tfltf," Scharf,

a dispatcherdispatcher'fordispatcherfor'
for thethelthelupper-YukonthelupperYukon'
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