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of criticalaitical ppolicyI :y recommendationsrecommendationsconuenci ti ' putpur fforwardrd by6yili:' thisthe AlasklAlaskaAlaskYNatiyesNativestivestives-

Commission'ThisCommission'ThisCommissionThisNativesCommissionCommission , ,.'This includesindudesincludesincludesseVeralseveral pproposalsposajs'thposajsthposajs'tht' that
,

t AFN isisaskingisaskirig'tlasking1askingaskirig'tlaskirigtlaskirig'tleaskingthe'
diethee CongrCongressionaliinalnalnal-

delegatidelegatidelegationdelegationCongressionaldelegationn"tnt"totocampaignto ccampaignmp ign .
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The bi-partisanbipartisan- , state-federalstatefederal- commissionommission spent moremor than ,a yearyeat investigating '

the chronic social and economic problems facing Native villages
.

, andiUld ddevelopingveloping aa-

comprehensive

a-

comprehensivecomprehensive plan of action to resolve them .

AFN'sAFNs' congressional initiative prompts three strongly-feltstronglyfelt- notes ofofofcaution. cacautiontion .

First , many of the stnlgglstrugglesstnlgglss facing Native villages today stem direCdirectlyly' from thethe-

deficiencies

the-

deficienciesdeficiencies and failed promises of the Alaska NativeNative ClaimsClaiQ1s SettlementSettlemerSettlementtActActAct of 19711971 1.,
.

That measuremtasure , whichwhichaddressedaddressedaddressedandand enactednacted without sufficlsufficientsufficlntnt consuconsultationconsultationtati nnand'
:andand-

concurrence

and-

concurrenceconcurrence by all Native villages . ThiThis$ must not happen againgainrgainrespeciaUy, especiallyespeciaUyespecially withwithwithsuchitl $uchuch-

vital

suchsuch-

vitalvital legislation . We callcallonon AFN to go the extra mile to insure that allaU villages havehave-

an

have-

anan equal and ample opportunity to understand the proposed policies and to helpqelphelp-

shape
qelp-

shapeshape its finalfmal form . With all due respect , we admonishadmonishvillagevillage leaders to do theirtheir-

part

their-

partpart to insure effective liaison with AFN . '
Second , in the servicese1"Vicese1Vice" of goodgoodcormnunJcationgoodcommunicationcommunjcationcormnunJcationcommunication and truly workable solutions , wewe-

ask

we-

askask AFN to workworkvevevery closely with the Alaska Inter-TribalInterTribalInter4Tribal- Council to developdeveop! andand-

advocate

and-

advocateadvocate these proposals .

Finally , one of the most important attributes of the Alaska Natives CommissioaCommission..

report is that its recommendations are comprehensive ., AFN has been advisedadvjsed , apap-

parently

ap-

parently
ap-ap¬-

parently by the Congressional Delegation , that policy proposals stand a better chancechance-

of

chance-

ofof passage if advanced in smaller packages .

This may be true >, but it'sits' also well known that the Delegation strongly opposesopposes-

some

opposes-

somesome of the recommendations which would do the most to address village con-

cerns

con-

cerns
concon-¬-

cerns .

A segmented approach makes it easier for the Delegation to pickpicksomesome propos-

als

propos-

als

propospropos-¬-

als and reject others . This would seriously compromise any possibility for the resres-

toration

res-res¬.-

toration of dignity , self-determinationselfdeterminationself.determinationselfdetermination-. and hope for villages . ,. .

Native strategists at both the local andandstatewidestatewide level should bbe alert to this dangerdanger-

and

danger-

andand resist too much fragmentation ofofthe,the ANCANCrANCop'orproposalsop'oopo' al
:,'The'IJ1.eIJ1.eIJ1e. ssayingyin app\iappiappitiesappilappi"unit\ l;

""unitunit"unitedunited ,

we standstanddivided,
-'-divideddivided'divided'dividedwedividedwewe fall .

" A DelegationDelegatiQn sldgan'mfghtsldganmfghtslogan'mightsloganmightsldganmight' bbebe"diyldfebediyldfeb"adiYfd""="""adiYfdadiYfd"diykl6diykl6 andand'cOnqtetandcOnqtetnd\cndc'\'conquerconquernq\nqnqt\!. t.*" ItIt-

is

It-

is

ftIt
is betterbettFrbetter, to work a little longer and get it right than losing the !inevitablenevitable battlebattle bebe-

fore

be-

fore

be-be¬-

fore it even starts by giving into the seductions of politicalpoliticalexpediencyexpediency .

Qne0-9CP09CPOne09CPfinalOnefinal- finalfinalwordwordord , get out and vote . Those who do not votvote canrtotcanItot complain aboutabout-

the

about-

thethe fesultsresults .
'
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