
Fish traps dated to 100 B.CBC.. ..

by Joe ViechnickiViechnicki-

Petersburg
ViechnickiPetersburg
PerersburgPetersburg PilotPilot-

AA recent tour through the Tlingitl1ingit fishfish-

traps

fish-

trapstraps and petroglyphs at Sandy BeachBeach-

brought

Beach-

broughtbrought out nearly 50 people interestedinterested-

inin uncovering some of the past
,

with aa-

look

a-

looklook at the remnants of the ancient culcul-

ture

cul-

ture

cul-cul¬-

ture .

UD S . Forest Service archaeologist MarkMark-

McCallum

Mark-

McCallumMcCallum led the tour through the arti-

facts

arti-

facts

artiarti-¬-

facts which include six rockrockandandandwoodenwoodenwooden-

fish

wooden-

fishfish traps and a stone withwithatat least fivefive-

faces

five-

facesfaces carved into itit..

The oldest of the remnants dates back
2,0902090, years when , archaeologists believe ,

the tribe of Tlingits built two traps ofof-

stone

of-

stonestone , one on the other side of SandySandy-

Beach

Sandy-

BeachBeach . The traps are over thirty feetfeet-

a

feet-

acrossaacrossross andandallall that is showing , duringduringananan-

average

an-

averageaverage low tide , is a heart-shapedheartshaped- pat-

tern

pat-

tern
patpat-¬-

tern ofofrocksrocks pointing toward the waterwater-

with
water-

withwith a row ofofrocksrocks leading the fish intointo-

the

into-

thethe top of the heart in a V-shapeVshape- .

Fish that swarm in near the beach atat-

high

at-

highhigh tide would be funneled into thethe-

heartshaped
the-

heartshapedheart-shapedheartshaped- traps , which might havehave-

been

have-

beenbeen three to four feet high , andandwouldwouldwould-

be

would-

bebe unable to escape with the ebbing tide .

The Tlingits probably then speared thethe-

trapped

the-

trappedtrapped fish and brought them up thethe-

beach

the-

beachbeach to be cleaned .

Later traps at Sandy Beach began toto-

use

to-

useuse wooden stakes as wellwellasas the rocksrocks-

piled

rocks-

piledpiledpiledupup for traptrapwallswalls . The Tlingits even-

tually

even-

tually
eveneven-¬-

tually constructed allallwoodenwooden traps .

Wooden stakes preserved by the anaero-

bic

anaero-

bic

anaeroanaero-¬-

bic conditions in the fine , wet sandsandstillstillstill-

remain

still-

remainremain in the heart and V-shapedVshaped- pat-

terns

pat-

terns
patpat-¬-

terns . The traps were made of hemlockhemlock-

and

hemlock-

andandandareare so well preserved they have rere-

tained

re-

tained

re-re¬-

tained a green color and fresh-woodfreshwoodfreshwoods-

mell
freshwoods-

mell
-

smell . Some of the wooden stakes dodo-

wash

do-

washwashwashoutout of the sand from time to time .

Once the stakes have come out of thethe-

sand

the-

sandsand , they turn brown andandstartstart to decaydecay-

and

decay-

andand turn to dust within hours .

The traps built after the firstfitst two werewere-

all

were-

allall near the traptrapatat the northern endendofofof-

Sandy

of-

SandySandy Beach , probably because swirlsswirls-

and

swirls-

andandandeddieseddies in the tide from this side ofof-

the

of-

thethe beach might have producedproducedmoremore fishfish-

in

fish-

inin the traps , McCallum said . Traps werewere-

built

were-

builtbuilt closer to the water over time to taketake-

advantage

take-

advantageadvantage of fluctuations of low tide levlev-

els

lev-

els

lev-lev¬-

els .

While some of the traps are semicir-

cular

semicir-

cular
semicirsemicir- ¬-

cular shaped , the heart-shapedheartshaped- designdesign-

was

design-

waswas most successful by channeling fish in

two overlapping circles inside the trap .

This designdesiWl made it most difficult for fishfish-

to

fish-

toto find the exit to the trap , archaeologistsarchaeologists-

speculate

archaeologists-

speculatespeculate .

According to McCallum , this type ofof-

trap

of-

traptrap has only been found in a forty-milefortymilefortymile-

area

-

area around Petersburg and nowhere elseelse-

in

else-

inin the world .

Also at Sandy BeachBeachareare several rockrock-

carvings

rock-

carvingscarvings or petropetroglyphsglyphs that adorn thethe-

large

the-

largelarge rockrockatat the northnorthendendendofof the beachbeach-

on

beach-

onon the water side . ThesThese(: rockrockcarvingscarvingscarvings-

were
carvings-

werewere recently damaged bybyvandalsvandals whowho-

scratched
who-

scratchedscratchedscratchedoverover the faces withwithaa sharpsharp-

object
sharp-

objectobject.. The damage is lesslese; evident duedue-

to

due-

toto a mossy covering on the face of thethe-

petroglyphs

the-

petroglyphspetroglyphs .

The carvings have not been dated butbut-

scientists

but-

scientistsscientists think they are related to the fishfish-

traps

fish-

trapstraps andandreflectreflect Tlingit religious or spiri-

tual

spiri-

tual

spirispiri-¬-

tual beliefs . Six heart-shapedheartshaped- faces covercover-

the

cover-

thethe rock as well as several other indiscern-

ible

indiscern-

ible

indiscernindiscern- ¬-

ible carved shapes . Several ideas on thethe-

purpose

the-

purposepurpose of the carvings include tribaltribal-

marking

tribal-

markingmarking of the fish traps for possessionpossession-

oror location purposes .

The carvings might also have been aa-

spiritual

a-

spiritualspiritualspiritualofferingoffering to the fish that returnedreturned-

each

returned-

eacheach year to feed the tribe . McCallum saidsaid-

the

said-

thethe carvings can be damaged by charcoalcharcoal-

rubbings

charcoal-

rubbingsrubbings and tourists should take photo-

graphs
photo-

graphs
photophoto-¬-

graphs if theytheywantwant a souvenir of the carv-

ings

carv-

ings

carvcarv-¬-

ings .


