State of Alaska in late August
but news of the victory was
just released. The U.S. District
court mubed that the state and
company had not followed
proper legal procedure when
they crossed his Native allot-
ment and paid him some mon-
ey after the fact,

have something to say later on.
Late last week, they issued a
press release on the matter,
while still declining to dis
cuss the merits of the case
with reporters.

Alyeska is the company
which built and now services
the pipeline for the different
oil companies which own it
Spokesperson Kay Herring said
the company has not yet de-
termined what further action,
if any, it plans to take,

“We strenuously object to
any suggestions that Alyeska
did not deal fairly with Mr.
Etalook or any other Native
allotment applicants in obtain-

ing easements across Alaska
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lands _

for under the Native Allotment
Act of 1906, but on which pat-
ent had not yet fssued.
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times with legal council or
other advice but always after
the US. Bureau of Indian
Affairs had been advised 1o
come up with a fair agreement.

“Alyeska agreed with the
BIA at the time that the com:

pany might have to pay any

amount of a later, higher-
appraised value, as determined
by the BIA, "-the release
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“Thus, Alyeska had
Mr. Etalook an amount
which was nearly five times the
appraised value of the right-of-
way access across the land as




