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Getting Alaskans registered
to vote and convincing them

to cantribute to fundaising
efforts are twio of the big chal-

lenges facing the Alaskans For
Sensible Fish and Game Man-

agement. “As far as we know,
the rural folks don't have any
-problems supporting  subsis-
tence,” says Dennis Tiepelman,
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“As 2 M"ﬂ
tered voters, the l'IHI areas
have a better turnout. than do
the urban voters. Our pmm
is, $0 many are not registered,”
says Tiepelman. “So many of
them are absent from the city
limits, living ot in their fish
camps and being out in the
country, living the subsistence
lifestyle, that this Kind of
thing (registering to vote) just
falls by the wayside.”

bronically, it is that lifestyle

‘which is threatened if its fol-

lowers do not take enough
time off from @t 10 get
registered and then ‘to vole
“We need 1o put congern and
fear into the minds of the
voters,” Tiepelman claims.

In order to vote in the Aug.
24 primary, a person must reg-
ister to vote by July 26. In
order to vote in the Nov, 2
general election a person must
register to vote by Oct. 4. A
person can't vote unless he or
she has registered,

Tiepelman points ou that
Alaska is a big and diversi-
fied state, and that the staff of
his office is small. Right now,
Tiepelman works with one
assistant, Pat Petrevilli. The
grassroots work of the cam-
paign will have to be carried
out in the different regions,
says Tiepelman, with the dif-

ferent regional village and non-
profit corporations spearhead-

ing the drive.
“The bdrile is, in a lot of

ways, their responsibility,” he
~ explains. “While we coordinate

the different efforts  from
here.” !

Besides getting rural Alaskans
registered and to the polls,
Tiepelman says the movement
to preserve  the subsistence
priority is going to need a lot
of dollars, and he expects dif-
ferent fund-raising campaigns
to be launched in the different
regions.

“Both sides pmd;m they
are going to spend upwards of
half & million dollars,” Tiepel-
man notes. “t’s to be a
million dollar campaign to con-
'.rim..u the voters to vole either
way.”

Tiepelman m that al-

rutal Alaskans, a good deal of

work will be aimed at getfing
urban voters out, and in con- -

vincing those whose ml:nd: are

nol irrevocably set 1o support -

subsistence.
“Anchorage has. half uu,

state’s population,” Tiepélman !

explains the importance of the
urban vote. “About a third of
the living in Anchorage
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‘moré numbers we get out fo

vote, the more we will consoli-
date that slim mmrh'f:‘ he ex-
plains.

Of a certainty, those urban
residents who deeply want to
see the subsistence priority
eliminated will lood the polls.

Tiepelman also notes . that
many urban Alaskans have
never spent time in rural Alas-
ka, and have no idea what life
is like in a subsistence wvil-
lage. A great number of urban
Alaskans have moved intg the
state only  within the  past
few years, and a greal many
will move out again within the
next few, without ever sampl-
ing village life,

SENSIBLE has taken a sofi-
sell approach in its attempt to-
better educate these. peaple
and 0 give them somewhal
of a feeling of what village
life is about. Currently, SEN-
SIBLE is sponsoring eight five-
minute vignettes titled *People
of the Land,” about village
life which are appearing on tel-
evision, one each week,

SENSIBLE also is organiz-
ing a speakem’ bureau to
get Tiepelman and other sub-
sistence advocates in 1o speak
to various ‘eivic organizations
and clubs in Alaska, and to
allow them to present their
view.

Once the voters have been
regisiered, and once as many
a8  possible have been con-
vinced to support subsistence,
then, says Tiepelman, it Is im-
portani they all understand
that to support subsistence,
voters will have to, mark
“No,” on their ballots. “This
is a bit confusing,” h: adds.

“Politics usuably is.”

Tiepelman is a former direc-
tor of the Maniilaw Association
and for the past year has
headed the Alaska Federation
of Natives' office in Washing-
ton DC. Tiepelman resigned
earlier. this year, citing his
strong desire to return (o I.'.ut'
zebue, his home.

He had been hired by the
NANA Regional Corp. to coor-

* dinate NANA's Inupiat Wlitqus-

though much of s
‘efforts will be directed toward




