Huge Problems—

Kivalina ngh School

By LAEL MORGAN

KIVALINA — The entire high
school at Kivalina decided to
grant an interview to the Tundra
Times.

“What is it you need for your
school?" was the first question.

“PENCILS, PAPER, MATH
BOOKS, ENGLISH BOOKS;
BILINGUAL BOOKS, ANOTH-
ER TEACHER, A MULTIPUR
POSE. ROOM!” . the . 'students
answered in a ringing chorus.

“Thdt S, prelty basic stuff.”

“Yes, we’ve got problems!”

“We‘vc‘jusl got to work a
little harder or our high' school
could just die away,” noted
Oscar Swan, bilingual teacher,
who sat in on the session.

For three years there's been
a high school at Kivalina. Cur-
rently it has: 20 students (six
fromWNoatak boarding with Kiv-
alina families), but' money to

(Continued on page 6)

VILLAGE OF KIVALINA — Part. of the village ot Kivalina is
shown as some of the school children are playing at recess time.
There, the tiny high school of 20 students is having a hard time
trying to keep the High School going.



off the plane and said, ‘I'myour
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run the, school has not been

lnrthwmuw . -

“Last fall we got'a message !

to order everything we needed,”
recalls. Brian. Paust, high school
teacher, ‘I told
Operated: Schoypls) it was going
to be high but they said, *No
problem.’

“ 1 spent about 1,000 hours
alone on the library section of
the order. The' Kids were in-
volved in it and. the- villagers
helped. We had a lot of very
special material and some mun-

<me things like desks.

“Well, we never got a reply.
Just silence. We “have no idea

‘what the status of the order is,
‘but. we've sure had some of the

most interesting - conversations
with State  Operated Schools.
Things like, ‘Is this conversa-
tion being bugged?”

“*At this point no one will

talk to us there but the secre-

taries.”

“We've got a library going
through the good hearts of peo-
ple outside. Started with 60
books. Fourteen boxes ‘more
came in “this week,” ‘added
Paust’s  wife, Marjoric,
teaches at the grammar school.

“We've bought some things

like ditto paper — from our
own pocket and wouldn't you
know, they shipped it air freight
so it's really worth its weight in
gold.™

The Kivalina High School was
born in contention. In 1969 the
daughters of three Kivalina fam-
ilies were sent to the Bureau of
Indian Affairs boarding school
at Mt. Edgecumbe but quickly
dropped out because they were
homesick and found it impos-
sible to study in foreign sur-
roundings.

They were good students,
however, and wanted a high
school education.

“My girls tried correspond-
ence through mail for a year but
it was hard to study,” recounts
Mildred Swan, mother of three
Edgecumbe grads and two drop-
out students..‘‘The teacher here
was not helping them. He told
them to go down on a certain
day and bring their homework
but many times before that day

they ran into problems and”

needed help they couldn’t get.’

Finally, with the help of
Christopher Cooke (then with
Legal Services), Mrs. Swan, witl
other Kivalina families, sued
State  Operated Schools, de:
manding a high school educa
tion for her children at home.

In July of 1972 Cooke sent
Mrs. Swan a copy of,the state
education code (Sec. 4AACQ6-

7020) repealed and reenacted tc

read,

“Every child of school age
shall have the right to a second-
ary education in his community
of residence . ..”

In a letter accompanying the
law, Cooke wrote, ‘At least now
there can be no question that
every child in Alaska has the
right to an education through

high 'school in the place where *

he lives.”
The state was slow to inform

villagers and * principal ‘teacher

Mel Bouns, however,

“The - following fall, the
Thursday before school was to
start- on Monday, a woman got
new high school teacher,’ ™
Bouns- recalls. “It was. the first

shifted.

them, (State:

who:

 of education, wrote **

‘settled out of court.

Last year they .lddul a 10th
grade.”We had Tive teachiers and
thee classrooms and ‘doube-
Then  this “yedr, two
weeks after school started, I got

cucall from the attorney, gener-

al's office saying, ‘You're going
to have an cleventh grude. " 1
didn’t, tell him I'd already start-
ed one.”

Currently Kivalina has only

four teachers ~and. - classroom
space is limited.
“We  got another’ portable

tast fall and we call it The Barn.
Something’s wrong with the fur:
nace and we have a problen
with headaches. Carbon  mony
oxide."” !
|

The major._problein, though,}

is -still supplies for the hight
school students.
are_ helping and  Bouns, like
Paust, has dipped into his own
pocket.
“ltoseems like if
ought to give us
he

gram,. they:
something to make it work,”
muses.

“This year I told the kids, ‘It
you want a high school, you're
going to have to work for it.
Write some letters! 1 gave them
a list. of 13 names from the
governor on down. Didn’t proof-
read their letters. The Kids even
bought their own stationary and
stamps.”

The  high  school  student
body, ably lead by Lucille Sage
who was one of the three origi-

“nal students to drop out of Edge-

cumbe, is strong and feisty and
has blitzed the state with letters.

Response has been interest-
ing.

Gov. William Egan wrote, 'l
certainly believe that students
should have the equipment and
supplies necessary for learning
to afford an equitable education
regardless of where they attend

high schoolyin- Alaska,” and he
added h{}muld check with”

State Operated Schools.

Marshall. Lind, commissioner
The mate-
rial orders that you sent through
the Superintendent Ron;, Hoh-
man are completely outside the
scope-of the Department of Ed-
ucation’s authority or responsi-
bility: The department does not
provide supplies or get involved
with, actual school operation.™
Lind also suggested using. more
“‘community resources.”

And John Schaeffer Jr., exe-
cutive director of NANA, Kiva-
lina’s regional Native organiza-

tion, apparently thought . the
studenls were .Askmg, him for
money.

“He wrote us a n.lsly Ieller
saying. NANA didn't have any
money for that sort of thing,”
Bouns reported. “Then later we
heard he said, ‘If I get one more

letter from a Kivalina student

I'm going down there and
straighten them out.” Well, one
of my students just asked if he
could write that ONE MORE
LETTER.”

No one in Kivalina is sure’

what " happened. to their original
suit but it is thought the state
As Sam
Barr, -school board. chairman,
puts it cryptically, “They say
0.K. to everything but they
never give us any money. They
must think us Eskimos are rich.™

They’re decidedly .not rich,.
but they are mad. And Barr says

Their parents |

they give '
us the authority to have a pro- |

@

notice 1°d had. We Started with
four teachers and two class-
rooms- (for a combined high
school and grammar school).

they are "considering  another '

lawsuit if State Operated Schools
will not support the Kivalina
High School.



