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The AlaskaAlaskaAmerican-AmericanAmerican-
;

, RevoRevo-Revo-

lution
¬.-

lution BicentennialBicentennial CommissionCommission-
'has

Commission-
hashas'has',

'-

endorsed
e-

ndorsed
'-

endorsed
e-

ndorsed
'-

endorsed
e-

ndorsed' asiss an appropriateapprQpriateapprQpriate-
Bicent

appropriate-
BicentennialBicentennialBicent nnial project the carvingcarving-

of
carving-

ofofofanan Eskimo totem pole .

, Ferdinand So'rensenSorensen'
, a DanishDanish-

woodcarver
Danish-

Woodcarverwoodcarver jn'SolvangjnSolvangin"SolvanginSolvangin'Solvang''" , CalifCailf.:.'' , isis-

chise'Jing

is-

chiselingchiselingchise'JingchiseJing' an-ananEskimoan-EskimoanEskimoan -' Eskimo totem polepole-

to
pole-

toto represent the State of AlaskaAlaska-
atat a museummusmuseumuin in Denmark . 1,1-

ThisThis chain ofofcircumstancecircumstancecircumstance-
waswas forced tjiroughUuoughthrough the effortsefforts-
of

efforts-
ofof the Rebild National ParkPark-

Society
Park-

SocietySociety , whwhichch annually stages aa-

July
a-

JulyJuly .44,4., celebration in Aalborg ,

DenmarkDenITtark,1heDenITtark1heDenmarkthe, Ihe-thethe- onlyol1lyoply country toto-

hold
to-

holdhold the festivalfestivill other than thethe-

Unite
the-

UnitedUnitedUnite States .

Alaska is oneoM' of6fr twptwo statessfatestates-

notrepresented
:;

notnot-representednotrepresentedthe'society'smuseum'representedrepresented'- at the'society'sthesocietys' '

museummuseum in AalbprgAalborg . A, iommit-iommitcommitCommit-iommit-
tee

Commit-
tee

-.

tee was forrnedformed, to provide somesome-some-

thing
some-

thing
¬-

thing typicaltypital of the 49th StateState-
for

State-
forfor the'museumthemuseumthe

'
museum . .

ThaTheTh . society ran into probprob-prob-
lems

prob-
lems

¬-

lems when it was learned thatthat-
not

that-
notnot onlyo.nlyo.nlyareonlyare. arearearethere',

there no totemtotem-
pOles

totem-
polespoles,

available for sale in Alas-AlasAlas-
icaj

Alas-

ka
.--

icajka ,, butbrit that the art ofofcarving' carvingcarving-
.large

carving-
large.largelarge.,. totems is nearly lost - andand-

very

and-

veryvery expensive .

At that point , SorensenSorensen-
agreed

Sorensen-
agreedagreed to carve a repliedreplica ofof-theoftheofthef-

amed
- thethe-

famedfamed Koteen Totem Pole . The-
pol'e

TheThe-

polepolepol'e' , 18 feet long and weighingweighing-
upup :; to 2fOOO2,0002000, pounds , 'isis' of purepure-
cedar

pure-
cedarcedar

.
.

It will be carved into a3, halfhalf-
dozen

half-
dozendozen

,
orr more figures , includingincluding-

aa chjeftairichieftain ', a frog , a fox , whatwhat-

appears
what-

appearsappears to be a beaver andandaand-

bear
and-

bear
a

bear .
When completed it willi1\i1\i1bebebe-

embedded
be-

embeddedembedded intoin to a rock basebasealongalongalong-
witH

along-
withwith a plaque detailing ,, its mismisemis-mise-

sion
mis-

sioni
¬-

sionsioni;: and purpose . Th'eThe' totemtotem-
pole

totem-
polepole

'

,
will be finished and:,

paintedpainted-
by

painted-
byby May andandshippedshipped by freighterfreighter-
toto Denmark .

The gift will be unVeiled atat-

the
at-

thethe 1974 July 4 celebration .

Gov . Egan , who lent his helphelp-
and

help-
andand sup ; ort , will be invited toto-

attend
to-

attendatattendtend the festival...


