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: U.SUSU .,S ., SenatorSenatofSenat t, AlaskaIaski:
.

It'sItsIfs' officialofficiaofficialljofficialljnow
) nowno : The KenaiKena-

iNat
Kenai-

NativeNativeNat ve AssociationAssocibtionAssociation ',, '. Inc . , ownsowns-
what

owns-
whatwhat used tojbe.thetojbethetoto'betobeIbe' .thethe. WjldwoodWildwoodWildwood-
Air

Wildwood-
AirAir Force StationStation . This transfertransfer-
of

transfer-
ofof federal property to local useuse-

is
use-

isis a prime example. of cooperacoopera-coopera-
"lively

coopera-
tively

¬-

tively"livelylively"' using
'-

uv
u-v'tt' is 'Nafive.NaINeNaINeNat1 a ClaimsClaims-

Settlement' SettlementettlcmC11t ArtAclf for the benefitbenefit-
of

benefit-
ofofofallall Alaskans .

!

1 Air Fo'ijceFoijceFoFoceFceF ' ce Leavesleaves-
The1, The questioqttestioquestionquestionofi of the futurefutnre ofof-

the
of-

thethe station waswas' raisedraisedaa couplecouple-
of

couple-
ofof yearsy ars ago , when the Air ForceForce-
abandoned

Force-
abandonedabandoned its Wildwood base .

'

<, A delegationdejegatioa of Kenai resiresi-resi-

dents
¬.-

dents traveledtraveledlallI!Iallall the way toto-

Washington
to-

Washington
(o

Washington , DJCDC) ." , to sees e whatwhat-
could

what-
couldcould beb ,

' donedone.1done1done.IdoneI. i ThereTliere werewere rep-reprep-

rejsentatiVes
rep-

r
rep-

raseptatii
-

rejsentatiVesrraseptatiisentatives+es of Ihethehe city and borbor-bor-

olgh
bor-

oilgh
¬-

ougho\lgholghoilgh\ governmentsgovernme, is and of the{ he NaNa-NaNa-

tive
Na-

tive

¬-

tive
AssociationJWhen
AssociationWhenAssociationAssociationJAssociation ]

When the
'-

group
g-

roup'g'roupgroup'group'g'roupmet'groupmet'' , met withwith-
me

with-
meme , I suggestedsug ested that we use thethe-

recentlyrecentlyecently passed Claims Act toto-

get
oo-

getget the base transferred to thethe-

Native
the-

NativeNative AssociationAssociation . Such a move ,

entire
wew | all felt , wouldwopldwo ld benefit thethe-

entire
the-

entireentire region ,,. providingproviding bothboth-
jo

both-
jotsjob'sjobsjotsjo

'
s andartd incomeinco to help 'thethe'thee-

C
'the-

ecdnomy

'

economyeCecdnomynomy of theth Kenai PeninPenin-Penin-
sula

Penin-
sula

¬-

sula . II-

AgreementAgreement ReadiedReachedReadied-
We

Reached-
We

Reached-
WeWe hadhadsomesome hurried meetmeet-meet-

ings
meet-

ings

¬-

ings with the Interior DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

Depart-
ment

¬-

ment ,, the Pentagon and otherother-
agencies

other-
agenciesagencies and reachedreachedanan agreeagree-agree-

ment
agree-

ment
¬-

ment that the Native AssociaAssocia-Associa-
"tion

Associ-
a'tion'could

¬-

tion"tion'tion'couldtioncould"' '"
'-

could
c-

ould' could select1select !' the base asas-

part
as-

partpart of its lands , once the rollroll-

of
roll-

ofof the Natives had been comcom-com-

pleted
com-

pleted
¬-

pleted .

Then we had the problemproblem-
ofof what to do untilntil final transtrans-trans-
fer

trans-
fer

¬-

fer could take place . We wentwent-
back

went-
backback to the Pentagon and perper-per-

suaded
per-

suaded
¬-

suaded the Air Force to mainmain-main-

tain
main-

tain
¬-

tain the facility for the NaNa-Na-

tives

¬.-

tives , letting them use it untiluntil-
implementation

until-
implementationimplementation of ., the ClaimsClaims-
Act

Claims-
ActActActwould-wouldwould-, permit transfer ofof-

he
of-

thethe( he base outright to the associaassocia-associa-
tion

associa-
tion

¬-

tion . The Natives then began setset-setset-

ting
set-

ting

¬-

ting up a school at the Wild-WildWild-

wood
Wild-

wood
Wild-

wood

-

wood Station .

Generators and JobsJobs-
Then

Jobs-
Then

Jobs-
ThenThen ,, in November , 1972 ,,

we convinced the military toto-

Jeave
to-

leaveJeaveleave its three electric generatorsgengenerators-
at

ratorsrators-
atat Wildwood , where they werewere-

needed
were-

neededneeded for a University of AlasAlas-Alas-

ka
Alas-

ka

¬-

ka soil experiment in high-nutrihighnutrihigh-nutri-highnutri-
tion

highnutri-
tion

- ¬-

tion food growing .

Originally , the Air ForceForce-

fought
Force-

foughtfought the plan . But whenwh n II-

asked

I-

askedasked them to ,\ explain "' theirtheir-
plans

their-
plansplans for the generators , theythey-
admitted

they-
admittedadmitted that ' they had none .

FinallyFinalJy they agreed to do a goodgood-

turn
good-

turnturn for Alaska : The generatorsgenerators-
remained

generators-
remainedremained , and the food growthgrowth-
experiment

growth-
experimentexperiment began .

Final TransferTransfer-
On

Transfer-
On

Transfer-
OnOn March 28 , 1974 , the AirAir-

Force
Air-

ForceForce StationSt tion officially becamebecame-
aa part of the Kenai Native AssoAsso-Asso-

ciation
Asso-

ciation
¬-

ciation , proudly announced ,

"You'reYoure" ' on Native landlandnownow ! "
On April 6 , 1I had the pleasureplcasureplcasure-

of
pleasure-

ofof visiting the newly-acquirednewlyacquirednewlyacquired-
facilit

newlyacquired-
facilities

-

facilitiesfacilit es . 1I was , to say the least ,

very impressed .

Native SchoolSchool-
The

School-
1'he

School-
TheThe1'he1he' Native Association is usus-usus-

ing

¬.-

ing much of the facility as aa-

school
a-

schoolschool ,. with students comingcumincoming-

fromfrom all over Alaska . GeorgeGcorGeorge-

Miller

ee-

MillerMiller and Alex Shadura , the

"

', directordirectorsot'ofofsot' ' the ControlledControllCoContro\JcControJc\ EnEn-EnEn-

I

En-

vironmelit
*-'

I

,

i
vironmeiitvironmelitvironmerlt Agriculture program ,

', have great expectations forfoifoibothfoiboth-
the

; both \

the schoolschooland
.

and the soil experieXe >lperi-lperilperielperi-
ment

peri ¬.- ii-

mcnt
e

mentmcnt.. '

Jobs anand:1! FoodFood-
The

,
'

The potential fsis enormousenorn1ous :. ii-

KenaiKenai rcsiJentsresiientsresi Jents were hurt
'
ecoceoeco-eco-

nomically
¬.- ii-

nomicallynomically by ., the closing oforo1orthe' the i\i-

AirAir Force Station . But tlitICtICextlldtlldex]} ( exex-exex-

perimental
ex-

perimental
¬-

perimentalperimentalsoilsoil program c'puldcpuldcouldeuld
'

.
i(i-

resultresultrcsult in jobs for almost ,200200,
200 ,

II-

peoplepeoplepeople-peoplefrom- from tlieIIletile peninsulapenin.fpeninf.ula .

Equally important , the
,

pon-ponpon-

trolled
con-concon-

trolled
on-.

trolledtrolJed environment growinggrowin exex-exexjex-

periments
ex-

periments
¬-

j

periments couldcouldrevolutiorevolutionizerevolutio jzeizeizeiize-

food

i
II-

foodfood production and consumpconsump-conconsump-

tion
sump-sumpsump-

lion
¬- !

tionlion in Alaska . i+ , j

In the greenhousegreenh use building , 1II-

toured
I-

touredtoured the vegetable and fruitfruit-

growing

fruit-

growinggrowing project.. The recon'sti-tiCrecon'stireconstitiCrecorrecorstrecoristi'st - 'ucuc'uc." ii-

tiontion work , incidentally , waswas-

donedone entirely by Kenai NativesNatives-
who

Natives-
whowho were trained in the variousvariou-
st

various-
eJds

various-
fieldsfieldsteJdsrequiredfieldsrequiredeJds required-required-- at that timeti/TIetiTIe/ . TheThe-
special

The-
specialspecial lighting set-upsetupset-tiptip- is reajlyrealJyreallyrealJy-

something
really-

something
,

something - the experimentalexperimental-
li

experimenta-
llihts

,

lightslilihts; ts arcare remarkable similar itoItoIto-

natural
Ito-

naturalnatural sunlight in theirthcir effectseffect $ .

If the project proves successsucccsuccess-successsuccess-
ful

s ¬.-

ful - and the odds are that.itthatitthatthatit-
will

., itit-

willwill - the benefits for AlaskaAlaska-

will

Alaska-

willwill be immense . Even the mostmost-
remote

most-
remoteremote villages in the state couldcould-

have

could-

havehave fresh vegetables andofruitsandafruitsandandafruits-
yeararound

fruitsfruits-
yeararoundyear-aroundyeararound- , andandatat a lowere'dloweredlowere'plowereplowere'p-
cost

lowered-

Cos

''

'costCos t..

Native Claims ActActJAct-

A
j,

A Boon to AilAllAil-

This
All-

This
All-

ThisThis is positive proofproofofof howhow-
we

how-
wewe all benefit from the SettleSettle-Settle-

ment
Settle-

ment
¬-

ment Act.. With the selection ofof-

the
of-

thethe abandoned .basebase., under thethe-

Settlement
the-

SettlementSettlement Act provisions , peopeo-peo-

ple

¬.-

plepIe arearc getting jobs , childrenchildren-
areare gaining an education , NativesNatives-

areare receiving compensationcompcnsation forfor-

the
for-

thethe land in Alaska .

And with the new scientificscientific-

project
scientific-

projectproject about to go full-steamfullsteamfullsteam-
ahead

fullsteam-
ahead

-

ahead ,, the Settlement Act is concon-con-

tnbuting
con-

tributing
¬-

tributingtnbuting toward the bettermentbetterment-
ofof our lives - and those of fufu-fufu-

ture
fu-

ture
¬-

ture Alaskans - in a very differdiffer-differ-

ent
differ-

ent
¬-

ent way .,


