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It’s ofﬁcidﬂ iow: The Kenai
Native Assocumon Inc., owns
“what used to jbe thc Wildwood
Air Force Stahon. This transfer
of federal property to'local use
is a prime_example of coopera-
ively using tq;é ‘Native: Claiins
Settlement Act for the bencfit
of all Alaskans.

! Air Force Leaves
The quesuoh of the future of
the station was raised a couple

of years ago, when the Air Force

abandoned its Wildwood base.’

A .delegation of Kenai resi-
dents traveled |all ‘the way to
Washington, DIC., to see what
could bedone. [There were rep-
resentatives of thc city and bor-
ough governmen'ts and of the Na-
tive Association. .

When the ‘group met with
me, | suggested that we use the

recently passed Claims Act to:

get the base transferred to the
Native Associatian. Such a move,
we all felt, wopld benefit the
entire region,, provndlng both
jobs .and" income . to help the
economy | of thé Kenai Penin-
sula.:
Agreement Reached

We: had some hurried meet-
ings with “the Interior Depart-
ment, the’Pentagon and other
agencies -and reached an agree-
ment that the Native Associa-
tion' 'could: select' “the base' as
part. of its lands, once the roll
of . the Natives had been com-
pleted.

Then we had the problem
of what to do until final trans-
fer could take place. We went
back to the Pentagon and per-
suaded the Air Force to main-
tain - the facility for the Na-
tives, letting them use it until
implementation. of. the Claims
Act -would permit transfer of
the base outright to the associa-
tion. The Natives then began set-

ting up a school at the Wild-.

wood Station.
Generators and Jobs

Then, in November, 1972,
we convinced the military to
leave its three electric generators
at Wildwood, where they were
needed for a University of Alas-
ka soil experiment in high-nutri-
tion food growing.

Originally, the Air Force
fought the. plan. But when I
asked them to, explain " their
plans for_the generators, they
admitted that they had none.
Finally they agreed to doa good
turn for Alaska: The generators
remained, and the food growth
experiment began.

Final Transfer

On March 28, 1974, the Air
Force Station officially became
a part of the Kenai Native Asso-
ciation, proudly announced,
“You're on Native land now!"

On April 6, I had the pleasure
of visiting the newly-acquired
facilities. I was, to say the least,
very impressed.

Native School

The Native Association is us-
ing much of the facility as a
school, “with students coming
from “all over Alaska. George
Miller .md Alex Shadura, the

U.S. Senator, Alas_ka

“director ‘ot the Comro“ct.l En-

vironment Agriculture program,

"have great ‘expectations for both

the school and  the: soil CXPCH-
ment.
Jobs and Food | ¢
“The - potential is- enormous:
Kenai resilents were hurt eco-
nomically. by - the closing of the
Air Force Station. But thé ex-

'penmen(dl s0il - program could
result in jobs for almost ;200 .

people from the peninsula.
Equally important, the con-
trolled environment growing ex-
periments. could - revolutionize
food production and wnsump
tion in Alaska.
In the greenhouse bunldmg,

toured the vegetable and fruit

growing project. The reconstiuc-
tion" work, incidentally, was
done ennrely by Kenai Natives
who were trained in the various
fields required at that time. The
special lighting set-up is really
something — the experimental
lizhts ‘are remarkable similar |to
natural sunlight in their effects.
[f the project proves success-
ful —-and the odds are that:it
will ~ the benefits for Alaska
will be immense. Even the most
remote villages in the state could
have fresh vegetables andefruits

-year-around, and at a lowered

cost. .
Native Claims Act

A Boon'to All

This is positive proof of how
we all benefit from the Settle-
ment Act. With the selection of
the abandoned .base under the

Settlement Act. provisions, peo-

ple “arc- getting jobs, children
are gaining an education, Natives

are fCCCIVlI’\g CUI"PCHSJ(IOH for

the land in Alaska.

And with the new scientific
project about to go full-steam
ahead, the Settlement Act is con-
tributing toward the betterment
of our.lives — and those of fu-
ture Alaskans — in a very differ-
entway.



