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EditorEdito'rEditor-

My
Editor-

My 'My UncleUncle Nayukuk , thatthat-
'February

that-
'February'FebruaryFebruary' morning many yearsyears-
ago

years-
agoago , went hunting ,. not that hehe-

wanted. wanted to but heh waswas underunder-
duress

under-
duressduressmyAuntto do so. His wife , mymy
Aunt Mumangeena

,
, ,. hadgivenhad .givengiven"given"given-

him

*." .given-

himhim ., a barrage of invectives onon-

his
nn-

hishis lack of initiative the nightnight-
before

night-

before
''

.before . ., As had been said inin'earlierinearlierin'earlier-
articles

'earlierearlier' earlier-
artic1esarticlesartic1es ," , Uncle NayukukNaY4kuk wasWa-

Ssomewhat
was-

somewhatsomewhat adverse to work andand-

he
and-

hehe was the sarnesame waywa'jwajway' ,. .whenwhen. when itit-

came
it-

camecame to hunting . He tried to dodoi-

IS

do-

asasiIS little as possible butbuttook-tooktook-, tooktook-
care

took-
carecare not to create any seriousserious-
crises

serious-
crisescrises in the little household .

It was true that Jiishis wifewife-

allowed
wife-

allowedallowed him totostay, stay homehoine quitequite-
aa number

"' of timestimesyhen\yhenyhenwhen\ hehe-

made
he-

mademade excuses UoweverJoweverhowever, j\j impracimprac-imprac-
tical

imprac-
tical

¬-

ticaltical"Aunt.. 'AuntAunt-"Aunt"Aunt"'"-""Aunt Mumangeena Waswas'no-

t

Wa-

snot
'-

not
n- ot'-

not
n- ot' not tyranical as she maymay havehave-

seemed
have-

seemedseemed but she wasjwas :; ratherrather-
tolerable

rather-
tolerabletolerable under the circumcircum-circum-
stances

circum-
stances

¬-

stances - but only up to aa-

certain
a-

certaincertain pointpoint..
.

When her husband began toto-

make
to-

makemake too manymmanyny excuses ,. shesiteshe-

became
site-

becamebecame progressively vehement..

I found myself tending tot sideside-

with
side-

withwith Mumangeena at such timestimes-
but

times-
butbut it was not my place toto-

voice
to-

voicevoice opinions ; I wasn'twasnt' allowedallowed-
toto do so . Respect for one'sonesone's-
elders

one's-
elders

'
elders was thoroughly taught..

But I1 did think Uncle NayukukNayukuk-
should

Nayukuk-
shouldshould have hunted more thanthan-
he

than-
hehe did .

Good Looking ManMan-

To
Man-

To
Man-

ToTo take first look ofofUncle.UncleUncle-Uncle.- .Uncl-
eNayukuk

Uncle-
NayukukNayukuk would impress one ofof-

a

of-

aa man of some dignity , a manman-

with
man-

withwith good features , intelligentintelligent-
eyes

intelligent-
eyeseyes, rather large for an EskimoEskimo-
man

Eskimo-
manman , straight nose . At thisthis-

particular
this-

particularparticular time he was around
414 ] years old . The most disdis-disdis-

tinguished
dis-

tinguished
¬-

tinguished feature of UncleUncle-
Nayukuk

Uncle-
NayukukNayukuk was his black mustmust-must-
ache

must-
ache

¬-

ache ,. one that fell somewhatsomewhat-
short

somewhat-
shortshort of being a walrus mustache .

, He had good stature andand-

stood
and-

stoodstood five feet seven inches . HeHe-

was

He-

waswas a man who smiledsmiledrarelyrarejyrarely .

InI n all , he was a good appearingappearing-
manman but this qualityqualitywaswas lesles-lesles-

sened
les-

sened
¬-

sened to a degree by his reticentreticent-
nature

reticent-
naturenature . He didn'tdidnt' mix too wellwell-

with
well-

withwith peoplepeol.lepeollepeo'.le .

ColdVold MorningMomingMootingMorning-
I

Moming-
I

Mooting-
II arose early as did NayukukNayukuk-

and
Nayukuk-

andand Mumangeena as usual..

Mumange.enaMumangeenaM umangeen._ said ,. "GoGo" outOlt! andand-

see

and-

seesee how the weather is . " 1I hadhad-

been
had-

beenbeen under trainingtra ning to observeobserve-
wind

observe-
windwind directions ,,'' cloud formaforma-forma-

tions
forma-

tions
¬-

tions , and the velocity of thethe-

wind
the-

windwind . These things , along withwith-

other
with-

otherother rigorous training , werewere-
requir

were-
requiredrequiredrequir d of boys in our villagevillagetovillageto-
prepare

.-

to
t-

o,. to.to-

prepareprepare tham for hunters of thethe-

future
the-

futurefuture . ,

The skies were cloudless andand-
the

and-
thethe stars shone brightlybrigh ly in thethe-

predawn
the-

predawnpredawn darkness . There was aa-

slight
a-

slightslight breeze from the north .

The temperature was around 2525-

below
25-

belowbelow zero . It] t was an ideal dayday-

for
day-

forfor hunting .

Weather ReportReport-
I1I went back into the littlelittle-

sod
little-

sodsod igloo and made mymyweatherweatherweathe-
rreport

weather-
reportreport.. Mumangeena waswas prepre-pre-

paring
pre-

paring
¬-

paring breakfast.. From somesome-some-
where

some-
where

¬-

.- where in the house she hadhad-

brought
"

brought out a-aapiecea -' piece ofofslabslabslab-

bacon
slab-

baconbacon she has somehowsom how propro-pro-
cured

pro-
cured

-¬

cured and saved for aa' specialspspecial-
occasion

cialcial-

occasionoccasion . She was cooking thethe-

slices
the-

slicesslices of baconbatonba on , probably toto-

lessen
to-

lessenlessen the sting of her tiradetirade-
directed

tirade-
directeddirected

,
at Uncle Nayukuk thethe-

night. nightnigllt beforebefore . She cookedcooked-
sourdough

cooked-
sourdoughsourdough hotcakes andandstrongstrongstrong-
coffee

strong-
coffeecoffee to go with them . It waswas-

a
was-

aa fine breakfastbreakfast-
Mumangeena

..

Mumangeena was very kindkind-
that

kind-
that. that morning , almost overly so .

She ' asked her husband whetherwhether-
he

whether-
hehe wanted additional helpings .

She did the same for me becausebecause-
I1I had donedon my duty to herher-

satisfaction
her-

satisfactionsatisfaction . The main reason

'.

: ; J', forfo herIe attidntivenessatttntivenessattentivenessatttntivenesswas! waswas ,, ofnn-

course., course , herh r husband .waswas.
was goinggoing-

hunting, huntinghun tin g .
' I'

,"
,

Donned ParkasParkas-
After

Parkas-
After

,

:

AfterAfter eatingeat ng , Uncle ' NayukukNaYlkukNayukuk-
silently

! !
"

;: silently began ,. to 'getget'
; get ready toto-

go
to-

gogo with Mumangeena helpinghelping-
all

'

all she could . ',. He donneddooned hishis-

threelayer
'

three-layerthreelayer- parka , lightligllt underunder-
parka

under-
parkaparka , of reindqerreindeerrend[ er fawn skin ,

main parkapark ;' of 'growngrown', reindeerreindeer-
skin

reindeer.-
skin.skinskin., , and. a whitewhite.

.

calico over-overover-

parka
over-

parka
over-

parka
- ,

parka . ,

,' Nie'HeHe''1-Ie1Ie- put hishis3030-30-3030.30-30.3030.3030.303030-. --. carbine inin-

its
in-

itsits sealskin scabbard . He stuffed'stuffedstuffed-
his

'stuffed-
his

'

his heaving line ,. meat for lunchIU'lchIUlch' ,.
andandaa carton ofof'cartridgesofcartridges''cartridgescartridges' ' intointo-
hunting

into-
huntinghunting gear up andand'wentoutandwentoutand'wentoutt-
hrough

and'wentandwent
'-

went
w-

ent'
, outout-

throughthrough ,. the ' low tiny , door ,

stooping as he did so .

Once outside , helie scanned thethe-

skies
the-

skiesskies carefullycarefullyand-andand.and-. checked thethe-

wind
the-

windwind direction . Satisfied , hehe-

flung
he-

flungflung his rifler fl and pack sacksack-

around
sack-

aroundaround his sho'uldersshoulderssMulders' by straps ,

,
Away For The HuntHunt-

In
Hunt-

In
Hunt-

InIn February , daylight waswas-

still
was-

stillstill short.. Hunters left 'earlyearly'early-
in

'

in the morning in orderordeorl! ' toto-

utilize
to-

utilizeutilize fully the abbreviatesabbreviat1\Tabbreviat1Tabbreviate!\Liay-LiayLiayl-
ight

dayjay-jayjay-
light

¬-

light.. By the time they wereWere-

in
were-

inin likely hunting , areas it wasVasVas-

usually
was-

usually '!usually bright enough to hunt..

Uncle NayukukayulsukayulsukIayulsuksetI, set putsmtout
, toto-to-

wards
to-

wards
-¬-

wards the northnorth beach , then onon-

to
on-

toto the hummocked ice next toto-

the
to-

thethe shore . He headed in thethe-

general
the-

generalgeneral direction of northwest ,

He made his pathpathskirtingskirting iceice-

ridges
ice-

ridgesridges . The wind died downdown-
and

down-
andand there was great stillness allal-

laround
al-

laroundaround .

As he walked on , the onlyonly-
sound

only-
soundsound was the crunch andand-

squeak
and-

squeaksqueak of hishishismukluksmukluks with eacheach-

step
each-

stepstepsteponon the packedpackedsnowsnow . TheThe-

sounds
The-

soundssounds seemed thunderous inin-

the
in-

thethe great , silence around 1dmhim .

He felt alone on the gray-greengraygreengraygreen-
expans

graygreen-
expanse

-

expanseexpans of Arctic ice in thethe-

predawn
the-

predawnpredawn darkness .

The atmosphere became unun-unun-

canny
un-

canny
¬-

canny - electric . Uncle NayukukNayukuk-
had

Nayukuk-
had

,

had felt this same atmosphereatmosphere-
inin previous times but he felt itit-

more
it-

moremore keenly that morningmJrning . ItIt-

was

It-

waswas the kind that raised thethe-

hair
the-

hairhair on the back ofofone'sone'sones' neck .

Rose Purple DawnDawn-
As

Dawn-
As

Dawn-
AsAs he walked due north , thethe-

peep
the-

peeppeep of dawn began to stealstealupupup-

from
up-

fromfrom the southern horizon
behind:;ehi 1dnd himMmm . For a lengthy'IengthyIengthy'Iengthy-
period

'
lengthy-

periodperiod it ,. diddidnotnot make apap-ap-
preciable

ap-

preciable
-¬-

preciable difference in the coverjovercoverjover-
of

cover-
of

;
of darkness . Gradually , itit-

created
it-

createdcreatedcreatedaa half light ofofroseroserose-

purple
rose-

purplepurple on the wide expanse ofof-

hummocked
of-

hummockedhummocked ice ahead . TheThe-

types
The-

typestypes of jagged ice ridges beganbegan-
toto loom out of the ice base inin-

an

in-

anan eerie purple cast against thethe-

sky
.

sky on the northern horizon .
Uncle Nayukuk walked , hishis-

mukluks
his-

mukluksmukluks crunch-crunchingcrunchcrunching- onon-

the
on-

thethe snow . The sound of hishis-

walk
his-

walkwalk was disturbing . He wishedwished-
that

wished-
thatthat he couldcouldstillstill the noise soso-

that
so-

thatthat he could blend with thethe-

silence
the-

silencesilence around him .

It was now light ".' enough soso-

he
so-

hehe couldcouldseesee quite well.. Some
75 yardsyarrls ahead of him was aa-

lofty
a-

loftylofty ice ridgeri.dge. that ran roughroroughlyroughly-
toward

gl.l1ygll1ygl.l1y-

toward
.

ly
toward the southeast.. HeHe-

changed
He-

changedchanged his direction to thethe-

east
the-

easteast to go around it , to headhead-
northwest

head-
northwestnorthwest once more .

Awesome SilenceSilence-
The

Silence-
The

Silence-
TheThe wind had died down toto-

nothingn
to-

nothingnessnothingnessnothingn ss enhancingenhancjng thetbe awe-aweawe'som-

e

awe-

some
,

-.
'-

some
s- ome'. some silence . He felt as if thethe-

Chukchi
the-

ChukchiChukchi ,. Sea was holding itsits-

breath
its-

breathbreath to see what was going toto-

happen
to-

happenhappen . Uncle Nayukuk ap-apap-

Sroached

ap-

proached
-.

Sroachedproached the endenendofof the ridgQrddg4ridgrddg4-

HeHee noticed that it was recentlyrecently-

formed
recently-

formedformed . The edges of the four-fourfour-
foot

four-
foot

-.

foot thick ice were jaggedjaggedandandand-

piled
and-

pliedpiledplied helter-skelterhelterskelterhelter.skelterhelterskelter-. by greatgreat-

pressure
great-

pressurepressure created by the currentcurrent-
of

current-
ofof the Chukchi..

The hunter turned to skirtskirt-
the

skirt-
thethe ridge and then - the greatgreat-
silence

great-
silencesilence was suddenly shatteredshattered-
kybykyy a deafeningdeafen ins roar ! Twenty feetfeet-

directly
feet-

directlydirectly in front of himhimoa.?wasw aa-

gianthimoagiantgiant polar bear ! ItItrrre , up on

'

III. '

'itsits'
its massive '" ' hind legsle s witlwithwith-
amazing

with-

amazing
1I

amazing agility and towerectoweredtowered-
over

dI

over him snarlingsoarling furiouslyfuripusly ,. IIItII-

then
tt

then humped 'itsits' greatgr at backback-
kicked

,

. kickedkcked powerfully with jtsits hindhind-

legs

dI

' ' legsJlJlgsgs and charged ! '

What happened from the inin-inin-

stant
in-

stant
¬-

stant the giant bear roared tooktook-
only

took-
onlyonly a secondsecondoror two .

No TimeTime-
During

", .

During one of-ofofhis- his rarerrarer , utjer-utjerutterutjer-
ances

ut er -,
'.,

,
ancesantes , Uncle Nayukukayukuk1Vayukuk related

'
: '

"ThereThere" wasw s ndnon timet me to pullpulpull-

my
pul-

my
i

-mymy-.

,
rifle Outut pfof the1e scabbard ., 1I1-

knew
I-

knewknew IIliadliadhad no chance if I triedtried-
to

trietrie-

to
d
dr

to dodge either to the rightrigllt oror-

Jeft
oo-

left
r

leftJeft qfof the charging bear . AA-

polar
A-

polarpolar bear islextremelyislextremely() extremely fast inin-

striking
in-

strikingstriking with either off its forefore-

legs
fore-

legslegs . ThereTherr<" was not a chancechance-
to

e
to rurirun back from him . "

Pausing briefly , he continuedcontinued-
"It

,.
"ItIt"" amazes me how clearlyclearlvclearly

,
II-

was, was thinking duringluring( the sfiortshortshort-

instant
Io; t

instantnstant..
' Ther'eThereTheie' was only oneone-

thing
one-

thingthing to do th&tthttl,4ttl4tth.,& t mightmight save mymy-

life
my-

life ,life and I looktook lit:;itt.. "
Dived Through LegsLegs-

Instantly
Legs-

Instantly
Legs-

InstantlyInstantly bracing hishi legs ,.
Uncle Nayukuk djved4testiongdjvedived.4readived4rea. adllongadllong-

aiming
) onon-

aiming
S

aiming for the space betweenbetweel\betweelbetweel-
the

bet eeleel-

the
\

the legs of the on-comingoncoming- bear .

He landed on his face in thethe-

snow
the-

snowsnow . As helie diddidsoso helie feltfelt-

sharp
aa-

sharpsharp pressure dnondn his right ribriri-

cage
ibib-

cage
b

cage .

Helie looked back quickly atat-

the
at-

thethe bear over the crook of hislhis-

left
ss-

leftleft elbowIbow . He was wary of thethe-

bear
the-

bearbear that can double back alal-alal-

most
al-

most
¬-

most instantly if it turned to itsits-

left
its-

leftleft andandw.Juldandwwouldw.JuldwJuldwirldw-w.- irld charge again .

He was relieved when he sawsaw-

lite
saw-

thethelite bear lumbering ahead turningturning-
gradually

turning-
graduallygradually to the rightrigllt snarlingsnarling-
wickedly

snarling-
wickedlywickedly as it went.. (AccordingAccording-
toto Eskimos , polar bear can turnturn-
instantly

turn-
instantlyinstantly to the left , but forfor-

some
for-

somesome reasonreason the right turn itit-

makes
it-

makesmakes is rather gradualradual.. )
(0101'("'II' think the bear was startledstartled-

with
startled-

withwith what I did , and fortunately ,

it chose to keep running ,." saidsaid-

Uncle
said-

UncleUncle Nayukuk quietly .

QuickQui k PursuitPursuit-
The

Pursuit-
The

Pursuit-
TheThe hunter got off the snowsnow-

quickly
snow-

quicklyquickly pulling his 30-303030.303030-. out ofof-

its
oo-

its
f

its scabbard ., TheTile bear enteredentered-
the

entered-
the 'the field of hummock ice - andand-

no
and-

nono wonder . It can traverse thetilethe-

ro
tile-

roughroughro gh surface with ease wherewhere-

mall

where-

mailmanmallmail or other animals have difdif-dif-

ficulty
dif-

ficulty
¬-

ficulty .

Nayukuk could see thethe-

lumbering
the-

lumberinglumbering bear through indentedi- .ndentedi- ndentedi.ndented-
spaces

indented-
spaces

.

spaces of the hummocked ice .

He raised his lifleriflet1e andandaimedaimed forfor-

the
for-

thethe massive right shoulder . TheThe-

bullet
The-

bulletbullet hit the mark paralyzingparalyzing-
thethe right leg . On the impactimpact-
the

impact-
thethe great animal summersaultedsummersaulted-
inin its tracks . When it stopped ,

it attempted to get up tutbut fellfell-

back
fell-

backback repeatedly roaring terriblyterribly-
asas it did .

The KillKill-

Nayukuk
Kill-

Nayukuk
Kill-

NayukukNayukuk edged closer to thethe-

agitated
the-

agitatedagitated bear and shot aiming forfor-

the
for-

thethe head . The roaring stoppedstopped-
abruptly

stopped-
abruptlyabruptly . The huge beastbeast-

stiffened
beast-

stiffenedstiffened and fell slowlyIowly on thethe-

'covered
the-

'coveredcovered'covered'
ice . It convulsed andand-

then
and-

thenthen was still.. The hunter shotshot-
another

shot-
anotheranother bullet into the head toto-

to
to-

toto be sure .

He quickly lookedlookedaroundaround forfor-

his
for-

hishis icepickicepickrodrod that was quicklyquickly-
discarded

quickly-
discardeddiscarded during the suddensudden-
action

sudden-
actionaction . He picked it up andand-

grabbed
and-

grabbedgrabbed it near the hooked endend-
with

end-
withwith his left hand . He retainedretained-
his

retained-
hishis rifle with his right hand1hamihand' forfor-

instant
for-

instantinstant use ififnecessarynecessary .

He walked cautiouslycautio sly to thethe'pro-

s

the-

prostrate
'-

pros
p-

ros' prostateprostraterate animal and started tototo-

prod
to-

prodprod it on its tender spots .

There was no response . UncleUntieUntie-
Nayukuk

Uncle-
NayukukNayukuk hadhai captured the polarpulJrpulJr-
bear

polar-
bearbear .

'

MarvelledMarvelleuAtMarvelled.AtMarvelledAt., At KillKill-

He

Kill-

He

Kill-

HeHe satat down rather wearilywearily-
onon a ledge of an ice hummockhummock-
nearby

hummock-
nearbynearby , filled his . pipe andand-

smoked
and-

smokedsmoked . From where he sat heliehe-

surveyed
lie-

surveyedsurveyed the animal.. Helielie-

marveled
IleI-

lemarveledmarveled at the sueSilCsize of itit.. Helielie-

doubted
lie-

doubteddoubted that anyoneanyune livinglivl1g: inin-

that
in-

thatthat villagevillMe hadbad eVcreverei'ereier' seensecn on-onUlkon *:.
-

,

I '
!

'-

that
t-

hat' thatlargethat'large'Iarge .,

"

,

Uncle
,
Nayukuk commencedcommencecommence-

to
dI

to skin ThVhuge1lic-huge1lichugethe-hugethe- beast.. Due t

thetheizesize'size\izeize\' of the bearbear ,. i.t'tooki.ttookittookit'took,'. '
himhihi-

quite
mI

( me

quitequiteuite;;
a1ai while tot9tot9CotocompletecompleteCo lplete thethe-

job
the-

Job
thth-

job
e

. -"'';, ;job-jobJob ' 'jobThe It,
TheTneThe day Was aSaturdayaturdayaaturdaya'ISIS andand-

was
trfr-

waswas iiotriotot at school.. At my AuntAunt-

Mumangeena's
Aunt-

Mumangeena'sMumangeena'sMumangeenas' bidding I hadhad-

been
haha-

been
d

been .".,, chopping .woodwood., ,;' AsAs-

wielded
II-

wieldwieldedwield d the heavy axe ,. I sawsaw-

Uncl
sasa-

Uncle'r
w

UncleUnclUncle'rUncler)' Nayukuk
'
emergee'mergeemerge' over thethe-

north1
th e

north\banknorthbanknorth1north\+,bankank pulling hardhardonon some-somesome-

thingilie
some-

thing
some-

thinghe
--

thingiliethinghething ,he was dragging . When hehe-

pulled
hh-

pulled
e

pulled ' it over the bank I knewknew-
itit wawaswasthethe skin of a polarpoJar bearbear-

from
beabea-

from
r

from itsiis yellowish whitewhit color .

I scrambleds ' rambled upup to ., the roofroof-
skylight

roof-
skylightskylight and hollered down toto-

A.unt
t o)

AuntA.unt. ' Mumangeena-MumangeenaMumangeena"Uncle;-
, "UncleUncle"UnclUncl"Uncle-

Nayukuk
"Uncl-

Nayukuk
" e

Nayukuk has got a polar bearbead! "
I could hear my aunt exex-exex-

citedly
ex-

citedly
¬-

citedly ' saying things I1 couldn'tcouldntcJuldnculdn.) 'tt't-
understand

' (

understand as I tumbled downdown-
the

down-

the
iI

the slope ofofourour sod igloo to runrun-

to
run-

to
nI

to meetmcet Uncle Nayukuk . WhenWienWien-
got

I

.
' I got to him , he smiled butbubu-

didn't
tI

,. didn'tdidnt'' say a word . 1I excitedlyexcitedly-
asked

excitedly-
asked

,

asked 1pmhim questionsquestiuns why thethe-

three
,.

three layers of parkas were torntorn-

to
tortor-

to
ii

to shreds cmon his right side . HelieHe-

'simply
lie-

'simply'simplysimply' said , "I'llIll"'' tell you later..
"

'II', I could plainly see the nail marksmatksmatks-
which

matks-
whichwhich , I was sure , were made byby-

the
,

the bear-ibearibear-JJbear-bea-

rHappy
-.-.-.beariHappybearJHappyHappy ReturnReturn-

II helped him totu pull the hugehuge-

bear
hughug-

bear
e

bear skin to our sod igloo . AuntAunt-
Mumangeena

Aunt-
MumangeenaMumangeena was out of thethe-

house
the-

househouse walking slowly toward usus-

smiling
uu-

smiling
s

smiling and making unintelligibleunintelligilleunintelligille-
happy

unintelligible-
happy

?
happy sounds . As we camecame-

closer
camecame-

closercloser I noticed that there werewere-

tears
were-

tearstears in her eyes . They werewere-

happy
werwer-

happy
e

happy tears , to be sure , I thoughtthought-
that

thought-
that

(

that she , perhaps , was feelingfeeling-
bit

a
.

bit remorsefulremorsefulaboutabout things sheshe-

had
she-

hadhad said to Uncle Nayukuk thethe-

night
the-

nightnight before, , duringuring the heat ofof-

frustration
oo-

frustrationfrustration on his lack of iniini-iniini-

tiative
ini-

tiative
¬-

tiative .

Here he was , bringing homehome-
on

home-
oneoneon of the most prized takestakes-
xpectedexpectedxpected:xpectedofofofaa hunter.. It wouldwould-

have
would-

havehave helped matters a bit perper-per-

flaps

¬.-

hapsflaps , if Uncle Nayukuk hadhad-

takentaken advantage of the sifuationsintationsifrationsintation-
and

sifration-
andand capitalizedcapitalized--capitalizedon-" on it by rere-rere-

lorting
re-

torting
¬-

tortinglorting , "WomanWoman" , what do youyou-

say
you-

saysay to what I'veIve'' done today ? "
Instead , helie acted as helie alwaysalways-
had

always-
hadhad - quiet and unobtrusive .

Soon , quite a number of thethe-

villagers
the-

villagersvillagers gathered at our igloo .

Nayukuk ,. obviously ill at easeease-

with
ease-

withwithwithsuddensudden attention he wasWa-

sgetting

was-

gettinggetting , hardly said anything .
'-

The
T-

he'
The huge skin was broughtbrought-

into
brought-

intointo the igloo andnd a number ofof-

people
of-

peoplepeople followed , includingincluding-
Mumangeena

including-
MumangeenaMumangeena , Nayukuk and mymy-my-

self
my-

self
¬-

self . Once inside the groupgroup-
waited

group-
waitedwaited for the hunter to tell thethe-

story
the-

storystory . ItI t was clear that UncleUncle-

N
Uncle-

NayukukNayukukN ayukuk was having difficultydifficulty-
beginning

difficulty-
beginningbeginning . He was visibly shyslJYslJY-

and
shy-

andand embarrassed .

QuietQui t StoryStory-
After

Story-
After

Story-
AfterAfter a lengthy period , liehehe-

began

lie-

beganbegan to tell of his ordealorde 1 shylyshyly-
and

shyly-
andand quietly . It was apparentapparent-
that

apparentapparent-

thatthat he felt obligated to theththe-

peoplepeople around him . He told it inin-

delaiJ
in-

detaildetaildelaiJ.. It was amazing totolistentolisten-
to

.,
listenlisten-

toto the man of few words tellingtelling-
of

telling-
ofof the eventseven ts in a quietlyquietly-
dramatic

quietly-
dramaticdramatic manner It was alsoalso-

amazing
also-

amazingamazing to listen to so manymany-

words
many-

wordswords coming out of the mouthmuuthmuuth-
of

mouth-
ofof this reticent manmain ,

"WhenWhen" 1I diveddivedand, ajidand landedlanded inin-

the
in-

thethe snowsnOW1snowysnOW1IsnowyI?
I felt aa'sharpasharpa' sharp pressurepressure-

onOn my lower rightrigllt chest.. I hopedhoped-
itit wasn- 'twas- ntwawasn- 'twas- ntn- 'tn- t' serious , The left hindhind-

leg, leg of the bear
.-

came
c-

ame
_.,
camccame down onon-

me

on-

meme"jncleNayukukjust missingmis ing mymy ribs"JJncleribsJJncleribribs .,. "jnclejncle"!UncleUncle-

NayukukNayukuk explainedexplaine the fcurteartear inin-

his

in-

hishis parkas .

HelIe concluded , "NotNot" knowing ,

of course ,. that there was a bearbear-

behind
bear-

behindbehindbehind-behindthe-' the ridge , I went aroundarollndarollnd-

it
around-

ititit.. The bear had-hadhadbeen-. beeneen huntinghunting-
seal

hunting-
sealseal by a seal breathing hole -

and I had disturbed itit.. "

Some SkepticsSkeptics-
AtAt the conclusion there waswa\wawaawa-

nutice
\ aa-

noticeablenoticeablenutice 1ble< atmosphereatmusphere ofofaweawe in

I

I

)

I

I

I

I

,

,.

.

the roomroo'mroom' . ThisThhjThissoon
'

soon50(11150111( spread-spreadspread-
through

spread -,.

through thethevholewhole\vholevholeivhole\ village . UncleUnci\UnciUnci-

Nayukuk
\)

) Nayukuk became a hero , butbut-

I

but-

notnot all alat once . SomeSonic peoplep ople .
were skepticalskepticalofof the truthfulnesstruthfulnestruthfulness-
ofof the encounter , includingincludingincludingmymymy-

fatherfather . ,. :

Next day ,. helie and somesonic qtherotherqther-
hunters

qther-
hunters

other-
huntershunters went to investigate thethe-

scene

the-

sscenes ene of action1elinn . Thefhe proof waswas-

conclusive. conclusive-conclusiveconclusiveThe-,:. The ,tracks ,. thethe'sthesthc'sealthcseal'sealseal'seal-

breathing
' alal-

bre4breathingbre4 hing hole-holeholethehole,. ,,.-' the distancedistancdistance
,

,
ofof-

thethe charge ,;,
' the imprint of UncleUncle-

N'ayukukNayukukN'ayukuk' on the snow whenwhen' helie '
.-

divexldiveddiv 'dd' , and the track of the bear ' :

ininn the vicinity of the rib cage ,

were all there .

Yes , Uncle Nayukuk became ,

the hero of Point HopeIIopeII ope . Boys , '

like myself , who expectedxpectcd himliimliim-

toto act like one werewere disappointeddisappoin ted .

He djdn'tdjdntdidn'tdidnt' strut orbr brag aboutbout hishis-

exploitexploit . HeIe was exactly thethe-

I same man as before - mild
mannered , reticent.. I probablyprobably-

I

probably-
gotgot more out of it than diddid-

I

did-

UncleUncle Nayukuk .
1I told , of the

daring deed to my young friendsfriends-
time

friends-
timetime andandagainagain and buskedbasked inin-

reflectedreflected glory ., -',

Preparing SkinSkin-

Aunt

Skin-

AuntAunt Mumangeena ,. alongalong-
with. with her sister KcshornaKeshorna , mymy-

mother
my-

mothermother , and another woman ,

cleaned , the excess tissues off thethe-

huge
the-

huge
the-

huge-hugehuge- skin . When Ili'dtIlidttli.ittliitthat'. was dune ,

the skinsJ.insJin. was taken a short disdb-dbdis-db-

tance
dis-

tance
¬-

tance out on the ice where aa-

hole
a-

holehole had been maOcma'emaema.iemaie,.' andJnd dujpkcddU.rV.cddUrV.cddUrVcddujbeddU.rV.cd-

in
dujbe-

ds

dujbed-
in

.,
in sea water.. When it waswas pulledpulled-
out

pulled-
outout , I and some other boysboys-
stomped

boys-
stompedstomped on it in coldculd powderypowdery-
snow

powdery-
snowsnow to clean the hair ofofoiloil andand-

dirt
and-

dirtdirt..

When it was sufficientlysufficiensufficientlytly dry ,

we dragged it up to the toptup ofofaof-

high
a"

high ice ridge where a longlong-

sloping
long-

slopingsloping snow drift had formedformed-
and

formed-
andandandshdandslidslidshd down withwithItit TinsThis waswa\wawa-

encuuraged
was-

encouraged
\

encouragedencuuraged becausebecJuse it helped toto-

clean
to-

cleanclean the hair more thoroughlythorouglJly .,

We did this time and againagun: andanand-

hadhad wonderful time .,

ItI t was taken back to the iglooigloo-

to
igloo-

toto thaw out.. The next dayUJY itit-

was

it-

waswas spread out onctn.:m
'

hard packedpapacked-
snow

kedked-

snowsnow and pegged to freeze drydry-

and
( ! ryry-

andand then it was measured .

Mammoth SaleSale-
When

Sale-
When

Sale-
WhenWhen it was finally dry ., UncleUncle-

Nayukuk
Uncle-

NayukukNayukuk and Aunt MumungeenaMumangeenaMumangeena-
soldsold it to the native store . TheyThey-
were

They-
werewere paid S62.50S6250$62.5062.506250$ . , most moneymoney-
ever

money-
everever paid for a polar bear skin .

At five dollars a foot , currentcurrent-
price

current-
priceprice at the time , UncleUncle-
NaYukl

Uncle-
Nayukuk'sNayukuk'sNayukuksNaYukl

,

k'sks' polarolar
, .-

be
b-

e
.
bearr measured


