
Support weiriisweighs heavy at Mt . Edgecumbe hearing
By LOUISE DONHAUSERDONHAUSER-
Tuncl

DONHAUSER-
Tundra

DONHAUSER-
TundraTunclTundra. TunalomesTmies StaffStaf-

fSupportSupport for keeping Mt . Edge-

cumbe
EdgeEdge-¬.-

cumbe School open for severalseveral-

more
several-

moremore years outweighed the voi-

ces
VOI-

ces
voiVOI--¬-

ces urgingurgmg dosuclosure for the school .,

when a teleconference hearing-

was
hearmghearinghearmg-

waswasi held throughout the state onon-

the
on-

thethe matter last week .

The teleconference had hear-

ings
hearheuhear-¬,-

ingsmgs in Anchorage , Bethel ., SitkaSltkaSitka-

and
Sltka-

andand other locations for people 10-

voice
to10to-

voicevoice their opinionsopinloflS on the con-

troversial
concon-¬.-

troversiallroversial planrolanplantoto-to- o closedose the BuBu-

reau
Bu-Bu¬.-

reau of Indian Affairs schoolschool-

which
school-

whichwhich has been the onlyorlly alterna-
tive

alternaalterna-¬.-

tive education school for manymany-

rural
many-

ruralrural and Native studentsSlUdents forfor-

three
for-

threethree dedecadesdes .

MtMtML,, EdgecumbeEdgecurrtbe: has not rere-

ceived
reore-rereo-

ceived
¬-

ceivedlived the1IIe $J5.8J58S5.8S58$5,858., million fedem-
fundlllg

federalfedemfederal-

fundingfundingfundlllg it needs to keepIteep open

beyond the 1981-82198182--- school year .

Sen . Frank Murkowski ,. IRR-

Fairbanks
R-R.-

Fairbanks ," _
recently told leadeileadersleaders-

of
leaders-

of
.

of the Alaska Federation of Na-

tives
NaNa-¬.-

tivestlVes thatthaI MtML-MLMLEdgecumbe--: Edgecumbe: couldcould-

be
could-

bebe kept operating pastpasl the dead-

line
deaddead-¬.-

!lineme if NativeNallve leaders would agree-

to
agree-

to
agree

to turning 33 BIABlABlAoperatedoperatedoperated-
schools

operated-
schoolsschoolsschoolsin-inI-in" Alaska over to statestate-

control
state-

controlcontrol.,. MurkowskiMurkowsklMurkowulu said thetherethere-

isn'tisn'tisnt' enough money in the feder-

al
federfeder-¬.-

alaI budget to10 keep MMt!'. Edge-

cumbe
EdgeEdge-¬.-

cumbe and the BIAB1A schoolsschools-

operating
schools-

operating
operatingAt
operatingirating.. _

At the hearing , Rep . AlAl-

Adams

Al-

AdamsAdamsAdams., speaking from Kotze-

bue
Kotze-

hue
Kotze-Kotze-.

huebue , said """"ThereThere maymaxmaybe)._ be a timetime-

for
time-

forfor a Mt . Edgecumbe: dosuclosure butbut-

the
but-

thethe time is Jiotnot now . If it'jitjiI'siIsit'sits' netie-

cessary
ne-netie-tie-ne-

cessary
¬-

cessary ,. we will ask the 1epsIa-
ture

Legisla1epsIa-1epsIa,:¬.;-=
tureLure to addreSsaddress this.." Hefie addedadded-

"I
added-

"I""II am pleased to be a graduategraduate-
of

graduate-
ofMofofMMtMt-MtEdgecumbe!'.- Edgecumbe: .."

But Bethel school boardboard-

member

board-

membermember Robert Nick ( a MtMt-

Edgecumbe

Mt-

EdgecumbeEdgecumbe alumnialumnt ) said . ""Al-

though
"AlAlMAl"Al-¬.-

though I feel MtMlrEdgecuinbeMt-EdgecumbeMtEdgecumbe,- Edgecumbe is a.a-

goodgood school the time is now forfor-

REAA's

for-

REAA'sREAA'sREAAs' (RegionalRegtonal EducationEducation-
Attendance

Education-
AttendanceAttendance Areas ) to operate alatal-

theu
at-

theirtheutheir fuUfullfuUoprunumfulloptimumoprunumoptimum.. The pOS1lpositionposition-
of

>0n0n-

ofof the Lower KuskokwunKuskokwun-
School

Kuskokwun-
SchoolSchool DistrictDtstrict is for Mt . Edge-

cumbe
EdgeEdge-¬.-

:cumbe to closedose at the earlIest-

date
earliestearliest-

datedate ."
Alaska CommCommissionerCommissionerofSS1onel --ofoff Edo-

cation
EduEdu-Edo-EdoEdu-

catio
-¬-

catiocation. MarshalMarshall] UndLind said thethe-

Stale
the-

StateStateStale Board of Education waswas-

also

was-

alsoalso in favor oforaa dosuclosure .

""The"The StateSlJite Board of Educa-

tion
EducaEduca-¬.-

tion has a policy which sup-

ports
supsup-sup-

ports
-¬-

ports
_
a_ ndnd_ endorsesendorsesasinglec-

oncept
endorsessingleoSingleendorses--a-single-endorsesasingleo -.-* --singlesingle-Single-Single-

c

-
"-"-conceptc-oncept--

cc c"p"tofptofof Cducationeducation .concept They sup-

ported
supsup-sup-

poned
-¬-

portedponed the closure of MtMI.. Edge-

cumbe
Edge-

i

Edge-Edge -.

cumbe.. TheyTheywouldwould support ItIt-

with
it-

withwith certaini conditions . If the

school isa to be closed ,. therethere-

should
there-

shouldshould be adequate transition IfIf-

the
If-

thethe school ia closed ,. a. carefulcareful-

analysis
careful-

analysisnalysisanalysis must be made of thethe-

students
the-

studentsstudents needs "
Lind also saidSlId the board re-

commended
re-

ded
re-rereore-

ocommended

-

commendedded money be put intomtointo-

enrichment
into-

nt

mto-

ennchmentennchmentenrichmentnt programs jf.AfAf-. thethe-

hool
the-

school
the-

schoolschoolhool is closed... """WeWe feel therethere-

are
there-

areare programs that could dealdeal-

with
deal-

wnhwithwnh youngsters at Mt . EdEdge-

cumbe
EdgeEdge-¬.-

:cumbe . "
cumbeBethel-Bethel-Bethel Representative TonyTony-

Vaska
Tony-

VaskaVaskaVaskaouououtlinedmed some Mt Edge-

cumbe
Edge-

ibe

Edge-Edge -.

cumbeibe problems although hehe-

supported

he-

supportedsupported the continuation ofof-

Edgecumbe
of-

EdgecumbeEdgecumbe .

'"""TheThe'The responstbresponsibilityJty of edua-
tingNatives

educa-

ltngNativesTaI1s
educa-

ttng'Natlres'Talls
educa-educaedua-edua-.

--ting-NativestingNatives-ttng'Natlres'Tallsttng'Natlres'TallsttngNatlresTalls-ltng-NativesTaI1sltngNativesTaI1sltngNativesTaI1son'- 'Tills on the fedfederalfederal-

and

emem-

andand state government . The Rea-

gan
ReaRea-Rea-

gan
-¬-

gangan--ganadmmlStralJonadministrationadmmlStralJon is cuttingcuttmg aa-

lot
a-

lot'lot . The* - '1--1'statestatebtate1h- - >- hhas. . .a constitution-
al

consiitution-consiitutionconstitutIOnconstitution- .--
consiitutiont

aIal problem . " A racet distinction

IS made at Mt Edgecumbe VaskaVaskoVaska-

said
Vasko-

saidsaidududS'jtesaidSlatesaidStateS'jteSjteSlateState' Sen Frank FergusonFerguson-

from
Ferguson-

fromfrom Kotzebue also wasas con-

cerned
con-

med
con-con-.

cernedcernedabout. :med about federalfedera! fundingfundmg .

""IIMJ"Iamam very corconcernedconcernedaboutaboutabout-

the
about-

thethe closure These funds areare-

not
are-

notnot beingbemgbemgrequestedbeingrequestedicqurequested by ConCongress .

Closure or transfer shouldn'tshouldnt ' bebe-

based
be-

basedbasedised strictlystnelly ott-ottortoftotteconomic- economic rea-

ns
rea-

sons
rea-rea-.

sonsns .:"'
SheldonSheldonJacksonSheldon-JacksonSheldonJackson-'-JacksonJackson Jr CollegeCollege-

PreSIdent
College-

PresidentPresident Hugh Halloway SlIdsaidSlId-

"Many
said-

"Many

J

""ManyMany of the students would gcgc-

to
gc-

toto schools equally segregated .""
Halloway added studentsstudents-

have
students-

havehave ""scopescope of coursesCOUrse3 '"" andand-

teachers
and-

teachersteachers enJoy teachmgteaching . He adad-

ded
ad-ad.-

ded ,. """TheyThey have ait quality of lifehfelife-

that
.

that comes from 24 hour super-

State

superV-

lSJOn
super-

vston
super-super-

VlSJOnvston .""
StateSlate Rep Jack Fuller frtfromfrom-

Continued
from-

Conttnued(ConttnuedContinued on Page Twelve )



Edgecumbe draws praise from most speaking at teleconference hearing

(Continued from Page One )
'

Nome said , ""TheThe closure shouldshould-
be

should-
bebe at the ""willwill of Native people .

We must meet with Native peo-
ple

peo-
ple

peopeo-¬-

ple and listen to their input ..""
A Barrow SaidSaid"I--- "I"- II ""IIparent ,; amam-

very
am-

veryvery proud to have a son whowho-
graduated

who-
graduatedgraduated from Mt.. Edgecumbe .

I plan to sendsendmymymy daughtersdaughters-
'there

daughters-
there"'"therethere'there .."'"

A MtMt.. Edgecumbe "'"-

graduate
g-

raduate
'-

graduate
g-

raduate
'-

graduatefromgraduategraduate-
fromfrom Barrow , Dora Brower Saidaid ,
""II have IfT& variety of skills thatthat-

weren't
that-

weren'tweren'twerent' taught in village high-

schools
high-

schools
high-high-'

schools . 'I'dId' like ttot6" support MtMt..

Edgecumbe 100 percent for allall-

the
all-

thethe things I1 learned ..""'
Rep . Ben GrussendorfGrussendor[ (DSit-

k'a
DSit-

ka
DSit-

ka
D-Sit-DSit- -

k'aka' ) said the Molly Hootch casecase-

which
case-

which(whichwhichrequiredrequired high schools inin-

villages
in-

villagesvillages ) ""createdcreated a lot of prema-
ture

prema-
ture

premaprema-¬-

ture buildings, . " He added , ""ItIt is

the staff that gives the educa-

tion
educaeduca-¬.-

..tiontiontion not the buildings ." HelIe said ,
""TheThe state is not prepared toto-

offer
to-

offer
to-

offer---offeroffer such educationeducation-WeeducationWe.- We have toto-

start
to-

startstart looking at a task force ."
Carol Burger who representedrepresented-

Gov
represented-

GovGovGovt, Jay Hammond said , ""TheThe"The-
governor's

"The-
governor's

"'"-

will
w- ill'-

will
w- ill'-

willbegovernor'sgovernors' primary concernconcern'wil-
l

concernwil-
l

concern'willb-
e

be quality education forfor-

Alaska's
for-

Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' youth . She later added ,

""NoNo policy decision has beenbeen-

made
been-

mademade ."

Rosita Worl who is with thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska Native Education Asso-

ciation
Asso-

ciation
AssoAsso-¬-

ciation said , ""WeWe do not feelfeel-

students
feel-

studentsstudents should be penalized forfor-

lack
for-

lacklack of fundingfundini. Mt . EdgecumbeEdgecumbe-
should

Edgecumbe-
shouldshould be made available ..""

The mayormayorof, of Sitka had fewfew-

favorable
few-

favorablefavorable words for village highhigh-

schools
high-

schoolsschools .,

""II visitedvisitedmanymany rural schools .

They were Inferior to MtMt.. Edge-

cumbe
EdgeEdge-¬.-

cumbe . When 1I travelledtravelled upup-

there
up-

therethere , it was a high turnover ofof-

teachers
of-

teachersteachers ."
He also mentioned the drasticdrastic-

employ
drastic-

employmentemployemploymentnent impact it wouldwould-
have

would-
havehave on Sitka since 145145-

people
145-

peoplepeople will become unemployed .

A Mt . , Edgecumbe teacherteacher-
said

teacher-
saidsaid , ""II am'concerne-

d

amconcerne-

d

amam'concerne-

d

amconcerne-

d

am'concerned-

as''- concerned
c-

oncerned
'-

concernedasas to whe-

ther
whe-

ther
whewhe-¬-

therther' ththe state can guarantee aa-

good
a-

goodgood education . I saw ' a NativeNative-
community

Native-
communitycommunity that was lackinglacking-
pride

lacking-
prideplidepride . The students here have aa-

pride
a-

pridepride inin themselves . That youyou-

will
you-

willwill not find in state'sstatesstate-'sstate'ss-' schschoolsols .

DisDisciplineipline is veryvery strong wherewhere-

they
where-

they
where

they are expected to laylayoffoff thethe-

bottle
the-

bottlebottle or leave ..!: '
North Slope Borough mem-

ber
mem-

ber
memmem-¬-

ber Emily Wilson said , ""WeWe

.
support Mt ,. Edgecumbe ,. ItIt'sIts',s tootoo-
crucial

too-
crucialcrucial to close it now ."

Another Edgecumbe teacherteacher-
said

teacher-
saidsaid , ""MtMt Edgecumbe has beenbeen-
able

been-
ableable to offer at .iuffer.bufferbufferbuffer'

zonezone-
for

zone-
forfor culturalculturalshcokshcok . The teachersteachers-
felt

teachers-
feltfelt a relationship with rural pla-

ces
pla-

ces
plapla-¬-

ces .."" She added , ""TheThe varietyvariety-

of
variety-

ofof programs are better than ruralrural-

schools
rural-

schoolsschools . MtMt.. Edgecumbe has propro-¬-providedvided the state with NativeNative-
leadership

Native-
leadershipleadership ..:"! '

A number of the speakers disdis-

cussed
dis-

cussed
dis-dis¬-

cussed establishing a task forceforce-
to

forceforce-
toto study the matter . Vaska andand-

Grussendorf
and-

GrussendorfGrussendorf also stressed thethe-

need
the-

needneed for a task force .
''-

leaders
l-

eadersAFN leaders were told lastlast-

week
last-

weekweek that Interior Sec . JamesJames-
Watt

James-
WattWatt would be discussing thethe-

future
the-

futurefuture
"
"ofof MtMt.. Edgecumbe withwith-

Gov
with-

GovGov . Jay Hammond whenwheT! the

J,

two metm'et' for talks ., But , a spokes-
man

spokes-
man

spokesspokes-¬-
man for Hammond on FridayFriday-
said

Friday-

said'nosaidsaid'nosaidno''nono discussions on the schoolschool-

took
school-

tooktook place and that most of thethe-

talks
the-

talkstalks covered the Outer Contin-

ental
Contin-

ental
ContinContin-¬-

ental Shelf oil exploration leas-

ing
leas-

ing
leasleas--¬'

ing schedules and the problemsproblems-

ofof Bristol Bay fishermen .

A BIA/DepartmentBIADepartment/ of Interi-

or
InteriInteri-¬.-

or representative had been rere-

called
re-

called
re-re¬-

called to Washington from hishis-

planned
his-

plannedplanned ''talkstalks with the AFN: bebe-

cause
be-

cause
be-be¬-

cause Watt had bbeenen scheduledscheduled-

toto discuss the school'sschools'' futurefuture-

with
future-

withwith Hammond . At that time ,

AFN leaders went on recordrecordasasas-

opposing
as-

opposingopposing any recommendationsrecommendations-
thatthat might come out of the talktalk-

regarding
talk-

regardingregarding the federal govern-

ment's
govern-

ment's
governgovern-¬-

ment'sments' trust responsibility to thethe-

Natives
the-

NativesNatives if representatives of thethe-

Native
the-

NativeNstiveNative groups were not included .


