
Hydropower bill is a boon to rural Alaskans
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CooperativeCooperatlllll ABOCUABOC-

UCov

AlIOClatlOnAssociationAssociation-

GovCovGov . HammondHammondrecenllyHammondrecentlyrecenlly-

sIgned
recentlyrecenllyrecently-

signedsigned SB 26 and permittedpermllled SB
25 to10 become law withoutwllhoUI hIS-

Slgnalure
hishis-

signaturesignatureSlgnalure This assures theIhe 19811981-
Legislature

1981-
LeglslalureLegislatureLeglslalure a place inm history asas-

Ihe
as-

thetheIhe one which did theIhe mostmosl 10-

develop
to10to-

developdevelop our energy resources forfor-
use

for-
useuse inm AlaskaAlaska-

Alaskans
Alaska-

Alaskans
Alaska-

AlaskansAlaskans wwill1 have theIhe lowesl-

posSIble
lowestlowesllowest-

possibleposSIble eleclncelectric ralesrates PowerPower-

projects
Power-

projectsprojects wwill1 be finanacedflnanaced by di-

rect
dldi-di'-

reclrect: ct appropriationsappropnallons from Ihe-

general
theIhethe-

generalo- -neralon- eralgeneral.- fund , and theyIheyIheywdltheywillwillwdl bebe-

budl
be-

builtbuiltbudl and owned by theIhe slale-

Ihrough
stateslalestate-

throughthroughIhrough theIhe Alaska Power AuAu-

thonty
Au-Au¬.-

thorityIhonlythonty
thorityTheseIhonlyThesethontyThese

These are notnOI grantsgronls becausebecause-

the
because-

thethe stateslate retainsrelams owhciownershIpownershIp-

There
ownership-

There
up

There is no repayment of thethe-

investment
the-

mveslmentinvestmentmveslment in10 dodocksks ,. harbors ,.

airportsauports and highwayshighways-

The
highways-

TheThe wholes.dewholesdewholesale. power raleraterale-

wdl
rate-

willwdlwill be selset alat a level susufficientsufficient-

to
ffIuent

10to cover operallonoperation and main-

tenance
maIOmain-main'-

lenantenancee The people of AI.skaAIskaAlaskaAI.ska-

wdl
Alaska-

will

.
wdlwill benefilbenefit Iromfrom reduced powerpower-

rates
powe-

rresresrates. , ..ssas long as Ihethe 1taciliiies. llles l.sIlsIlastl.sI-

The
last-

The
.

The useful hfelife a. hdroeledmhdroeledmp-

lanl
hydroelectrichydroelectric-

plant
}

plantplanl is exextremelytremel ) long anddnd ittI .is.ssis-

reasonable

.-

sreasondblereasonablereasondble to10 expeexpectt thattl1Jt thethe-

benefits
the-

benefitsbenefits of thisrillS program "wtllwill" " hbebe-

as

be-

asas long Idstmglasting ..ssas Ihethe permanent-
fund

permdnentpermanentpermdnent-

fundfund
fundThis

This program provIdes for thethe-

development
the-

developmentdevelopment 01of power proJeprojectsts

wherever the needed and oppor-

tunity
opporoppor-¬.-

tunitytunlly exlSexist!.. HydroelectndHydroeleclnd dede-

velopmenl
de-

velopment
de-de¬-

velopmentvelopmenl is a major part of thIS-

program
thisthis-

programprogram , butbuIllit certainlycertamly is nO-
Ihmlted

notnOInot-
limitedlimitedhmlted to10 hydrohydro-

Any
hydro-

Any
hydro-

AnyAny energy source except nu-

cear
nu-

cear
nu-

cear
nu-nu-

cear energy can be used . TheThe-

Power
The-

PowerPower AuthorityAuthonty will study thethe-
feaSIbIlity

the-

feasibilityfeasibility ofofaa proposed pro-

Ject
pro-

ject
pro-

those

pro-pro-

Ject Just as ..ttit does now , and ItSItS-

report
its-

reportreport to the governor and Legis-

lature
LeIUS-LeIUSLegis-LegisLeIUS-

lature
--

lature wdlwill recommend construc-
tion

construcconstruc- .-
tlOntion of whatever emerges fromfrom-

those
from-

thosethose studies :as the moslmost appro-

priate
appro-approappro-

p"ate
--

pnatep"atepatepriate" popower project to serveserve-
that

serve-
thatthat particpartic-

The
parllcularparticular areaarea-

The
area-

TheThe project to be develodevelopeddeveloped-

may
developed-

maymay be hydro , coal ,. w-1w1wood-"" ., -peat ,
windwmd ,. natrual gas or ieven dieseldiesel-

If

diesel-

ifif nothingnothmg else is feasible Fund-

ifically
Fund-

ing

Fund-

mg

Fund-Fund-

mging IS specificallyifically providedpflVIded) forfor-

apphcallons
for-

applicationsapphcallonsapplications engmeenngengineering , pur-

chase
purpur- .-

chasehase and mstallatloninstallation of two OrOr-

ganic

Or-Or.-
gamcganic RankmeRankine Cycle generatorsgenerators-
in10in northwest Alaska ThIS IS aa-

technology
a-

technologytechnologytechnologywhichwhich is part.cularly-
promlsmg

particularlypart.cularlypartcularlyparticularly-
promising

.

promisingpromlsmgpromlsmgInpromisinginin usingusmg localllocallylocallyavail) avaavailavail-

ableabledble coal ,. wood or peat to genergener-

ate
gener-

ateate electricityelectnctty at reasonable costscosts-

InmIn rural AlaskaAlaska-

All

Alaska-

AllAllAllregIOnsregIOns are dssuredassuredassuredof01of0-

1benefits

of-

benefitsbenefits_ Thene first projects fif-

inanced

fi-

nanced

fi-

ndncednancedndnced bvby SB 26 are hydro pipro-

jects
propro-'-

Jects
'icatedlocdtedlocated in10 KetchikiKetchlkanKetchikan .,

"StikaSitka'
.,

PelersburgPetersburg> urg ., ValValdezValdetdel KoKo-

ns

Kodiak andand-

Port
and-

PortPort LIonsns It wouldwoold not be fairfaITfair-

filed

fair-

if..11if those commumtlescommunities alone benebonebene-

fited
bone-

filedfiledfited from theirthell projects and nono-

more
no-

moremore moneymoneywerewere avaavailableable .after.ttertterafter-

these
.tter-

IhesetheseIhese projects .are.rere paid forfor-

exploitationexploitationexplOltdllon ofofalternative.alternative.ItemaltveItemaltve enerener-

gy

ener-

gygy
productionThisproducllonThIS
productionproducllon
This is as importantImponanl to me asas-

an

as-

anyanany) question related to the qual-

ity
qualqual-¬.-

ity of lifehfe 1I hope that Alaska rere-

m.ms

re-

mainsmainsm.msmms. a uniqueumque and a hen"1hen1healthyhealthy-

place
healthy-

place
" " '

place to hvelivehve-

Tamara
live-

TamaraTamara Sm.dSmdSmidSm.d-

Beluga
Smid-

Beluga

.

Beluga ., AlaskaAlaska-

TheThe Tundra Times regrets thethe-

misunderstanding
the-

mlsunderstandmgmlsunderstandmgmisunderstanding
misunderstandingIn

In the Aug 12 issue of thethe-

Tundra
the-

TundraTundra TimesTlI11esTunes ,. a story on thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska NallveNative leadership ) projectproject-
states

project-
statesstates that applicantsapphcants for thethe-

project
the-

projectproject must be between 19 and
23 Applicants must be at least
19 years old but no age limithmll IS-

placed
isis-

placedplaced on the panlclpants-
Persons

participantspanlclpantsparticipants-
Persons

participants-
PersonsPersons interestedmterested min the pro-

ject
propro-¬.-

ject should call FranklinFrankhn LL-

Berry
L-

BerryBerryBerryatat 278-31312783131278.31312783131-. ..,

So SB 25 provides that thethe-

power
the-

powerpower development fund is to bebe-

capitalized
be-

capitalizedcapitalizedcapitalizedatat $S5$55 bbillionhon byby-

J9861986J986 This assures the avaavadabili-

ty
availabiliavadabili-avadabiliablll-

ty
ablll-ablll ¬-

ty of fundingfundmg for later projectsprojects-
whether

projects-
whetherwhether they will serve Anchor-

age
AnchorAnchor-¬.-

age or BethelBelhel.. It does not m1in anyany-

way
any-

wayway comcommitmil funds to SusitnaSusltnaSusttnaSusltna-

before
Susttna-

beforebefore the feaslbfeasibilitylty studysludy I-
Scompleted

isis-

completedcompleted
completedHowevercompletedHoweyer

HoweverHoweyer , it does recogrecognizerecognize-
the

lzelzet-

hethe fact that the RaRailbeltRadbeltbeltbeltwillwdlwillwill-

need
will-

needneed substantial new gener-

ation
gener-

lty
gener-gener -.

,allanation capacllycapacitylty . |Itt pjQyujjprovIdes atat-

least
at-

least

-

least a ,panpart of the funding-

whatever
fundingfundmg forfor-

whatever
for-

whateyerwhateverwhateyer provesproyes to10 be thethe-

uble
mostmost-

feasible
most-

feasiblefeasibleuble plant to10 mm-

d

meet thatthat-

need
that-

needneedd ItItISis likelyhkely to10 be SosltnaSusitna ,

butbul it could be a large coicoal-firedcoalfiredcoalfired-
plant

coalfired-
plant

--

plant or a number of smaller-

projects
smaller-

projects
smaller

projects
projectsNearly

Nearly everyone willwdl benefitbenefit-

significantly
benefit-

slgmficantlysignificantlyslgmficantly CriticsCnllcs have com-

plained
com-

plamed
comcom-¬-

plainedplamed that this program has anan-

II1herent

an-

inherentinherentII1herent regional bias ,. that onlyonly-

areas
only-

areasareas with hydro potentialpOlentlal willwill-

benefit
will-

benefitbenefit This is simply not truetrue-

An

true-

Any

true-

AnyAnAny} areaared where centralcenlral sta-

tIon
sta-

tion
stasta- ¬-

tion electricelectnc service is15 feasible-

can
teasibleteaslblefeasibleteaslble-

cancan benefit CriticsCntles also conlend-

that
contendconlendcontend-

thatthat ononlyI } 6 percent of the ener-

gy

ener-

gy
enerener-¬-

gy used m10in AlaskaAwska is eleeelectricityelectricity-
and

tncllytnclly-

andand that suchsuchanan ummportant-
energ

unimportantummportantunimportant-
energyenergyenerg} use shouldshouldnotshouldnornotnor be givengiven-

luch
given-

so50so muchluch attentionattention-
"he

attention-
The

attention-
TheThe""hehe study they citeene actuallydctuallyactually-

deals
dctually-

dealsdeals with energy use in10 certaincertamcertain-

rural
certam-

ruralrural villagesvdlages where electriceleclnc ratesrates-

are

rates-

areare now about 45 cents per kilo-

watthour
kilokdokilo-¬.-

watt-hourwatthourwatt.hourwatthour-. ,. compared with about
4 cents per kilowatt-hourkilowatthourktlowatt.hourktlowatthour-. inmin-

Anchorage
m-

AnchorageAnchorage It is understandableunderstandable-
that"that' electncelectric' ' usagege in10 those vvil-

lages

vi-

llly

vil-vil-

I.gesIgeslages. IS abnormallylly low at thisthIS-

lime
this-

timetimelime In Alaska'sAlaskas'' RaRailbeltRadbeltbelt elec-

tricity
elecelec-¬'-

tricityInclly accounts for approxi-

mately
approxiapproxlapproxi-¬'-

matelymdtely 30 percent of energy

consumption
consumptionWhen

When power projectsproJecls of anyany-

kind
any-

kmdkindkmd are develoideveloped '
10in rural Alas-

ka

Alas-

ka

Alas-Alas -

ka under this pprogram ., the elec-

tric
elecelec-.-

trietnctric rate will be low enoughenough-

toto permitpermtt the people from aa-

more
a-

moremore reasonable level of electnc-

consumptIon
electric-

consumption
eiectncelectncelectric

consumption In aiareas hkelike thethe-

Bnstol
the-

BristolBristolBnstol Bay Region 'where hydrohydro-

projects
hydro-

projectsprojects are likelyhkelyhkelytolikelytoto bbe budtbuilt .,

electricelectnc heat wwill l becobecome, , , ,. thethe-

most
the-

most
. . . ..

most reasonable method ofof-

home
of-

homehome heatingheatmgheating-

Funding
heating-

Funding
heatmg-

FundmgFundingFundmg can always be proVI-

ded
provi-

ded
proviproVI-¬-

ded to meet thethepower-power-power- needs ofof-

Alaskans
of-

AlaskansAlaskans on a basIS that IS fair-

to
faufairfau-

toto all regions . .When''henhen the abilityability-

oror the will of the state to didldi-

rectly
di-di¬'-

rectly pay for new power pro-

Jects

pro-

jects
pro

-_--
ends

e-

ndsjectsJectsendsends ,. later projects can bebe-

financed
be-

nnancedfinancednnanced by revenue bondsbonds-

The
bonds-

TheThe revenue potential from

earherearlier projects_ xts which the statestate-

owns
state-

ownsowns free and clear willwtll permIt-
the

permitpermit-
thethe new projects to be financedfinanced-

al
financed-

atatal the mostmosl favorable ratesrates-
ava

rates-

availableavaavailableableable-

By
availableBy

By averagingayeragmg the wholesalewholesal-
epo.er

wholesale-

powerpowerpo.erpoer. rates for all projects inmin-

the
m-

thethe system across the state ,. areasareas-

served
areas-

servedserved by laterIdter projects willwill-

share
will-

shareshare mIn the benefits of the inin-

vestment
m-

vestment
m-min-in¬-

vestment the state has alreadyalready-

made
already-

mademade inm earlierearher projects This BISIS-

especially
is-

especiallyespecially important to ruralrural-

Alaska
rural-

AlaskaAlaska People served by propro-pro-
Jects

pro-
jects

-¬

jects where the costs ofofconcon-

struction
con-

struction
concon-¬-

struction andandoperatIonoperation areare-

higher
are-

htgherhigherhtgher willwdl have the same whole-

sale
wholewhole-¬.-

sale power raterale as people servedserved-

b

served-
bybvb\bbybthe\ the largest andmdmdmostandmostmostmost-

efficIent
most-

efficientefficient plant in the systemsystem-

This
system-

This
system-

Thl5ThisThl5 truly is a great programprogram-

for
program-

tortorfor Alaska


