
Religion report issued
The final report of thethe-

Indian

the-

IndianIndian Religious FreedomFreedom-
Task

Freedom-
TaskTask Force has been sentsent-

to
sent-

toto the Congress , SecretarySecretary-
ofof the Interior Cecil D .

Andrus said today .

Andrus chaired the tasktask-

force

task-

forceforce , which was establishedestablished-
pursuant

established-
pursuantpursuant to President CartCart-Cart-

er's
Cart-

er's
¬-

er'sers' signing into law thethe-

American

the-

AmericanAmerican Indian ReligiousReligious-

Freedom

Religious-

FreedomFreedom Act of 1978 .

More than thirty FederalFederal-

agencies

Federal-

agenciesagencies were representedrepresented-
onon the task force . TheThe-

report
The-

reportreport to the Congress waswas-

mandated
was-

mandatedmandated by the Act..

In preparing the report ,

the Federal agencies and thethe-

task

the-

tasktask force conducted formalformal-

consultations
formal-

consultationsconsultations with NativeNative-

traditional
Native-

traditionaltraditional religious leadersleaders-

inin Alaska , Hawaii , MinnesoMinneso-Minneso-

ta

¬-

ta , Montana , Nevada , NewNew-

Mexico

New-

MexicoMexico , NOrth Carolina ,

Oklahoma , South Dakota ,

and Washington .

The Act declares that itit-

is

it-

isis United States policy forfor-

Federal
for-

FederalFederal agencies to respectrespect-
the

respect-
thethe customs , ceremonies ,

and traditions of NativeNative-

American
Native-

AmericanAmerican religions . ForFor-

one
For-

oneone year,, Andrus said ,, thethe-

agencies
the-

agenciesagencies have examinedexamined-
their

examined-
theirtheir policies and procedurprocedur-procedur-
es

¬-

es , as required by the Act..

They have worked withwith-

Native
with-

NativeNative religious and tribaltribal-

leaders
tribal-

leadersleaders to assure that thethe-

interference
the-

interferenceinterference and insensitivi-insensitiviinsensitivi-
fy

insensitivi-
ty

-

fyty of the past will not bebe-

repeated
be-

repeatedrepeated in future practice .

He said that with thisthis-

new
this-

newnew policy , it is now possipossi-possi-

ble
possi-

ble

¬-

ble to accommodate adminadmin-admin-
istratively

admin-
istratively

¬-

istratively most of the Nat =

ive traditional religiousreligious-
needs

religious-
needsneeds under exisitng statustatu-statu-
tory

statu-
tory

¬-

tory authority . He alsoalso-

said
also-

saidsaid many agencies have

already removed impediimpedi-impedi-
ments

impedi-
ments

¬-
ments to Native religiousreligious-
freedom

religious-
freedomfreedom and developed inin-inin-

ternal
in-

ternal
¬-

ternal mechanisms for contcont-cont-

inuing
cont-

inuing
¬-

inuing consultation on specspec-spec-

ific
spec-

ific

¬-
ific concerns . They alsoalso-

are
also-

areare preparing policies whichwhich-
will

which-
willwill assure Native religiousreligious-
freedom

religious-
freedomfreedom in relation to FedFed-Fed-
eral

Fed-
eral

¬-

eral actions, incorporatingincorporating-
thethe new policy into existexist-exist-
ing

exist-
ing

¬-
ing procedures and practicespractices-
atat the local level..

The report follows thethe-
categorical

the-
categoricalcategoricalcategoricalareasareas of thethe-
Congressional

the-
CongressionalCongressional resolution ,

including land and access toto-

sacred
to-

sacredsacred sites , including cemeceme-ceme-
teries

ceme-
teries

¬-

teries ; the use and gatheringgathering-
ofof sacred objects , includingincluding-
those

including-
thosethose transported acrossacross-
borders

across-
bordersborders and possessed byby-

museums
by-

museumsmuseums ;; and ceremoniesceremonies-
and

ceremonies-
andand traditional rites as theythey-
relate

they-
relaterelate to FederalFederalagencyagencyagency-
practice

agency-
practicepractice .


