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BURIAL GROUNDS NEGLECTED
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OLD RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CROSS MARKS GRAVE - AA-

much
A-

muchmuch weathered ,. wooden cross is discovered in a secluded settingsetting-
atat Anchor PointPOtnt , marking the burial place of an unknown IndianIndian-
of

Indian-
ofof many years ago .

- Photo by the ZOZULA FAMILY

Couple Surprised to SeeSee-

Eight
See-

EightEight Native GravesGraves-

On
Graves-

OnOn Land They BoughtBoughtB-
yBy J ACQULLINI\CQUELlNICQUELlNIJCQUELlNIACQULLINL.\ . GLGLSGOW\SGOWSGOWtSGOWtSGOW-

Staff
\SGOW-

StaffStaff WriterWriter-

AA Fairbanks couple , Ruth and Paul Zo/ulaZoulaZOllllaZozula/ , bouglitboughtbought-
land

bought-
landland last October on the Kenai peninsula and discovereddidiscovered-
they

coveredcovered-
theythey now own what appearsappear; to be an old native cemetery ,.

Located near Anchor PointPoint aboutabout 16 miles aboveabove-
Homer

above-
HomerHomer on Cook Inlet ,, the three acre piece was bought
from aJ realtorreJltor in HomerlIomer WhenWhen-

the
When-

thethe couple went to lookloo\looloo.Itlookat\. at.ItIt. thethe-

IJnu
the-

landlandIJnu ,. theytht ' ) were surprisedIllfpmed lolmd10to findfind-

J
find-

aaJ smallsmJII plot witiiWitwiti:; , aboutIbout, eightelhtelht-
gr

eight-

graves
[!

gravesgr Jves
gravesRuthJvesRutll

RuthRutllRuthoula/o/ulaoulalO/UI.1lOUI.1lOUI.1UI11oiula/_ / . describesde cTlbe . thethe-

property
the-

propertyproperty as.ISIS. a01 secludedecluded ,. delight-delightdelight-

full
delIghdelight-

full
I -.

full areaJre.1Jre1. closeclo e to10 thefile inletII1letII1le-

tAnchor
inlet-

AnchorAnchor Point is the furthestt.nthl\tt.nthltt.nthltnthltfarthestt.nthlt-
we

farthest-
west

. '\westwe t pointpOlllt you canCJn drivedTive on thethe-

North
the-

NorthNorth American continentcontll1ent ItIt-

denve
It-

derivesderivesdenve its namenJme tromfrom the tactIJctfactIJct-

that
fact-

thatthaithat Captain'aptall1aptall1(' Cook ,. searching"cJnllIlIgcJnllIlIg" .: forlorlor-

the
for-

thethe famedIJmedtamed NorthwestNorthwet PassagePJ.agePJage. ,.

anchored his1m boutboatbOJ ! there duringdUrIIlduring-
a

[!
a storm .

"II" 1 don'tdont' thinktlunk there arearc tootoo-

mallY

too-

manymanymallY people who own a gr.ive-gr.ivegrdve-grdvegrave-gravegr.ive-
yard

grdve-
yard

grave-

yard
. -

yard ," said Mrs . Zozula .

The Zozula family intendsmtends toto-

carefully
to-

carefullycarefully maintainmamtam and keep thethe-

httle
the-

littlelittlehttle graveyardgraveyardandand feelfeelaa sensesense-

of
sense-

ofof greatgrea I respectrespeel for the burialbUria-

lgrounds
burial-

groundsgrounds
groundsYet

Yet they were concernedconcerned-
enough

concerned-
enoughenough to come to the TundraTundrdTundrd-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes with the story becausebecaubecause-
they

ee-

IheytheyIhey couldcouldnotnot quite underunder-under-
stJnd

under-
stand

¬-

standstJnd how a.II. nativenaltve cemeterycemetery-
CJme

cemetery-
camecameCJme to be soldsoldininIII the firstfirst-

place
first-

placeplaceplaceTheirplaceThen
TheirThen deeddeedshowsshowshow . only thatthat-

they
that-

theythey bouglitbought theIhe landIJnd fromfrom-

Myrtle
from-

MyrtleMyrtle Meckle Ms MeckleMe le

apparentKJpp.lfentlJpplfentlapparentls. , inheritedIIlheTited the land1.lnu1lnu1.lnu-

lrom
land-

from
.

tromlromfrom herhl'ThlT' brother who mumJmay>) haveh.lvehlveh.lve-

home.te.lded
have-

hoinesteaded
.

homesteadedhome.te.ldedhomete.ldedhometeldedhome.te.ldedIhoinesteadedhoinesteadedit. . itI t There are.neneare-

several
.

several.evl'rJI.evlrJIevlrJI.evl'rJIoldseveralold. ' old homesteadshome.teJdhometeJd. . inIII theIheIhe-

.lre.l

the-

areaarea.lre.llre.llrel. . ,. with\ II h ancientJnClen t ,. abandonedJbandonedabandoned-
cabinscabins(, ,Ib 111 . andJfldJfldOUandoutbuildingsoutbuildingsOU tbulldll1g . Thefhefilefhe-

LOU.I
file-

Lo111aZo/ulaZoulaLO/U.ILOU.ILOU.IUILo/111a111a// !. propertypropl'rtyproplrty' hashJ one small.mJllmJllsmall-

.ahin

. .mJll.-

al1l11.al1l11al1l11.ahinahin. anin on it andJnd directlydlrecllv acrossJcroacross-

the
"

the road are the remainsremallls ofof-

whJt
of-

whatwhatwhJt theythn were told weiewelCwere thethe-

belI1l1Jng
the-

beginningsbeginningsbelI1l1Jng[! ofofJofaaJ small.molllmolll. church ,

never completedcompleted-
"Perhaps

completed-
"PerlJps

completed-
"Perhaps"PerhapsPerhaps"Perl\Jps"PerlPerlJps" \ the cemeterycemeteryWolcemeterywaswasWolwas-

connected
.

connectedconnectedsomehowsomehowomehow with thethe-

church
the-

churchchurch ,.
" MrsMr Zo/ulaZoulaZO/ulJulJZozula/ speculatedspeculJtedspeculated-

The
speculJted-

The
speculated-

TheThe realtorreJltor frIrtrim1m>m whom thethe-

LOulJS
the-

LoiulasZo/ulasZoulasLO/ulJSLOulJSLoiulas/ purchasedpurchd ed theIhe propertyproperty-
told

property-
toldtold them that the old AnchorAnchor-
Pomt

Anchor-
PointPointPomt roadHIJdHIJdISroadisis built over anotheranother-
part

another-
partpart of01 the cemetery TheyThey-

were
They-

werewere alsoJlso told by local peoplepeople-

that
people-

thatthat itII was , indeedmdeed , an old InIn-InIn-

dlJn
In-

dian
¬-

diandlJn graveyardgraveyard-
The

graveyard-
The

graveyard-
TheThe oldestoldc t grave in111 the plotplot-

hJ
plot-

hashashJ a Russian Orthodox crosscross-

.Itop

cross-

atopatop.ItopItop. itII , but the nameflame has beenbeen-

lost
been-

lostlost There alsodlso appearsJppeJr to bebe-

the
be-

thethe gravegrdve of aJ babybJby or small.mJIImJIIsmall-

child
. .mJI-

Iduluchilddulu
childNinilcfukchildNinilchrkduluNIIl

NinilcfukNinilchrkNIIl Iidllk , only twenty milesmIlemiles-

north
.

northnorthofof Anchor Point , wasWdSWd-
Sfounded

was-

foundedfounded by the RussiansRu sJdlJS whenwhen-

Alaskd
when-

AlaskaAlaskaAlaskd wasWJS "RussianRussian"RusslJnRusslJn" AmericaAmencJ "

TodayT odJY a.11. group of RussiansRUssIJn whowho-

CJII

who-

callcallCJII themselves "TheThe'The"' Old Be-BeBe-

Continued

Be-

Continued

-

( Continued on page 6)6)



Native Graves on Real Estate . . .,
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e
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,I

autlievers "" have founded an au-auau-

t

au-

t

au-

thentic
I-I-

t-

Nikolaevsk
thenticthen tic Russian village namedname d1l
NikolaevskNlkolaevsk , eleven or twelvetwelve-

e

Be

miles away .
,

They wearwearwearoldstyleold-styleoldstyle- costumescostumecostume-
speak

si ,.

speak the Russian languagelanguag , andand-
adhere

anan-

adhere
d1i
dd

adhere to many of the oldold-
r

old-
customs

ofof-
r

of-

customs
d1j

customs .

Paul ZozulalOLuaZozua!) was born inmm-

Russia
rr-

Russia
[iJmIwithIRussia and has spokenpokenspokenvith\vithvithwithwith-

some
with-

some
\ it

soontobeneighboresome of hisIlls Soon-to-be-neighborsSoontobeneighborssoon-to-be-nelghborsnelghborssoon-to-be-neighborneighborsoontobenelghbors-
m

soontobeneighbor-
in

- --- - s,

inm their native tongue TheTh-
eloulas

ThTh-
Zozulas

e:
Zozulaslo/ulasloulas/ intend to move to theirthenthen-
new

their-
new

r

new property as soon as theythethe-
sell

yi

sellell theirthcrr placeplJce in FairbanksFmbJnksFairbanks-
The

.

The couple have five childrenchildren-

e

children-
William

children-
WilliamWilliam Zozulalozula , age III I ,. whenwhen-

Jsked
who niwhoisisaskedaskedJsked what he thoughtthough t olof thethe-

I

the-
fJml1y's

thth-

family'sfamily'sfamilysfJml1y'sfJml1ys' graveyard , said , "II" 1 likeII-eIIeIIe-
It

like-
It

"- :

itIt..
"
"WhatWhat" fascinatesfdscinates you ," saidSJldSJld-

Ruth
said-

Ruth
I

Ruth ZozulalozulJ , "isis" Who arearc thethe-

people
the-

people
e!

people buriedburted there '?"'' What kindklOdklOd-

of
kmkm-

of
dI

of lives did they lead ? What diddid-
they

did-
they

I

they thinkthll1kthll1kaboutthinkaboutabout ? "
Apparently , not everyone hashas-

eVidenced
has-

evidenced
si

evidenced the respect for nativenative-
bunal

native-
burial

t

burialbunal grounds thattlut thefile Zuzulasluwlasluwlas-
have

s;

have , includingmc1udmg Ihethe state of0101-

Alaska
oo-

AlaskaAlaska and the United StatesStateStates-
goverlment

si

governmentgoverlment( ..

Throughout the historyIlJStory ofof-

state
oo-

state
f

state , Native people have beenbeen-
removed

been-
removed

n
removed from lands which theythey-
occupied

thethe-
occupied

Y

occupiedoccupiedandtheybUriedand on which theythethe-
burled

y
buriedburled their dead , whenever thethe-
government

thth-

government
e'

government wanted to sellsellororor-

develop
oo-

develop
r

develop the land .

Last summer , Ihethe TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes investigatedmvesllgatedmvesllgatedainvestigatedaa report ofof-
a

oo-

a
f

a power lineIme whichwilichwilichranwhichranran directlydirectly-
through

directdirectly-
through

)

throughthroughaa Native cemetery atat-

Nenana
aa-

Nenana
t

Nenana . No records were everever-

found
eveeve-

foundfoundfoundshowmgfoundshowingshewingshowmgshowing an easementcasementcasement-
granted

easement-
grantedgranted , other than for an oldold-

telegraph
old-

telegraphtelegraph line which was designdesign-design-
ed

design-
ed

¬-

ed to cross to SiberiaSiberta backbackInbackimIni n
1916 .

Subsequently , the lineIme waswas-

converted
wawa-

converted
s

converted to use by the AlaskaAlaska-
Rallr

Alaska-
RallrRailroadRallr :.>ad and to date , stillstillintill in10-10in-in1-
0fringes

in-

fringes
¬-

fringes intoIOto the hearthearteofeofof thethe-

native
the-

nativenative cemetery even thoughthough-
there

though-
therethere have been requests mademade-

by
made-

byby Mitch DemientieffDemlentlelTDemrentieffthe., the youngyoung-
llIef

young-
htef-;: liiefllIefhtefllIefofhtefofof Nenana and by JohnJohn-

Sackett
John-

SackettSackedSackett of the TanjnaTanJnJTanana ChiefsCtllcfsCtllcfs-

for
Chiefs-

forfor its removalremoval-

ll
removal-

'I
removal-

Itll'IIIt' wasWd '> alsodlso discovereddJ\covereddJcovered\ thatIhdthat-

the
(

Ihethe railroadrlJlroJd, hadhJdhJdorlgmJllyhadoriginallyoriginallyorlgmJlly movmov-mov-

ed
mov-movmov-

ed
¬-

ed Ihethe cemcleiycemeterycemetel } from its11\1111ungllldl\ originalungllldloriginal-

sitesiteIte along Ihethe riverbankrlverbJllk , disturbdlsturb-dlsturbdisturb-dlsturbI-

Ilg
disturb-

ing

¬-

ingIIlg the graves ,. andandininIll-Ill-Illsomesome casesCd\esCdes\ ,.
literallyhterdlJy blastingblJstmg them out of thethe-

hillside
( hehe-

IlilIsldehillsideIlilIslde with dynamited } namlte whenwhen-

they
. henhen-

theythey laid the bed for the tracktrack-

Workers
track-

Workers
track-

WorkersWorkers on the track bed stillstill-

uccasslon
still-

occassionoccassionuccasslon illy discover humanhuman-
bones

human-
honesboneshones inm the earthearthsurroundingsurroundingurroundmgsurrounding-
the

, urroundmg-
thethe track

trackThere

There arearc unconfirmedunconfirmedrerere-rere-

ports
re-

ports
¬-

ports of01 another native cemetcemet-cemet-
ery

cemet-
ery

¬-

ery in10 the Palmer area wherewhere-

old
where-

oldold gravesgrdvcs arearc beingbemg bulldozedbulldoledbulldozed-
asas,1\,11,11.lI1,\ landhand1.lI11lI1handis. is cleared byb } developersdeveloperdevelopers-
toto make sites torlor the sale of0101-

VdCdtlOIl

of-

vacationvacationVdCdtlOIl homeshume ,. andlI1dlI1dInandin, in the towntown-
of

town-
ofolof WjsillaW.tsillJWtsillJWasilla. , local10c 1 nativeIldtlve peoplepeople-

.Ire

people-

lifeare.IreIrelife. concernedoncerned(oncerneddboutaboutdbout therhe grave-gravegrave-

site
grav-

elte
grave-

site

-.

site\ltelte\ otof ChiefLJlIctChiefIiWasillaWd\lIlJWdlIlJIiIiwhich\ which landIdndIdn-
ddevelper

land-

developersdevelopersdevelper() , wishwl h tototomove'
move toto-

mJ.e
to-

makemakemJ\.emJ.emJ.ee\. wayI\.iI.iI.i\ . } lorfor "progressprogress" "

At ihethe nativenJIIVe communitycommullIty ofof-

ianacrossKniJcross1/lIJtl\\1lIJtlianacross1lIJtlClllef,/ (\ ,. ChiefClllef OscarOcar., IsaachJJChJJC-
lIeJld

Isaac-
licardlicaidlIeJldlicardlIeJldreporhlicardreportsreportsreporh thatthJt a white manmdnmdn-
h.ld

man-
hadhadh.ldhld. built1)111111111bulls)[ an airstrip,1Ir1Ir, trlp oilonors thethe-

ridge
the-

ridgeridge whichl\hlChlhlChlhlChISwhichis\ is theIhe site of. ) f thethe-

.InClenl

the-

ancientancient.InClenlInClenl. villagevlllJge of01tit KecluimstukKechumstuk ,.,

alsoJho the( he location ofofaa majormajor-
IndlJn

major-
IndianIndianIndlJn burialbunal gioundground datingdatll1g backbdckbdck-
hundred

back-
hundreds

<

hundredshundred\hundredhundred01\ of01 yearsyears-

The
years-

TheThe1 he site isI , certaincertall1 to bebe-

ell'lIed
be-

selected
'

selectedell'lIedelllIed, ' by the nativenlllve, corporal-corporalcorporat-corporatcorporalIcorporatIcorporatl-

Oll
corporat-

ion
- II

ionlOll asa\aaJ\ aJ historicalImtoncalImtoncalltehistoricalsitesite\ltelte\ underunder-
file

11-

the
!

ihethefile SpecailSpcl.allSpclall. Purpose CnniGnntGr'lntGrlnt' ol01ofof-

the

I'I-

theihcthe-thetheNdtlve- NativeNdtlve LandLdnd ClaimsCIJlm\CIJlmCIJlmAct\ Act..

*\

News of the invasion1I1va lOn ot01of01I0-
1lutslders

of-

outsiders

I'

outsiderslutslders) inIII the old village waswas-

brought
was-

broughtbrought down therhe mountainmountdlll byby-

two
!

two young engineersengllleer, with Ihethethe-

Bureau
ff-

BureauBureau of Land ManagementMdnagement , i\

who said theyth y were walking Ihethethe-

entire
II-

entireentire lengthknglhknglhoflengthofof theIhe old telegraphtelegraphttelegraph-

I

it

I-I-
d1l

Be

i ,.

d1i
dd
1j

iJ

it

s,

:
r

i

.

Irourouterou te for purposespu rposes of thatt Il.IIlI. t de-dede-

1

de-

l
de-

d
-

partmentpJrt men t..

They would not tell thethe-

villagers
the-

vlIlJgers
the-

villagersvillagersvlIlJgers what that purpose wasWJSIrderiOrderNoA federal public landIJnd orderIrderOrder(

No . 21722112217'2' ,. datedddted August 9 ,.
19601960 ,.

"ByBy" virtue of Ihethe( he authorityauthority-
vested

authority-
vestedvestedvestedmvestedininm the President "

, with-withwlth-wlthwith-

i

wlth-
J

with-

draws
-

drawsdrJws all publicpunllc landsIJlld, onoil which.llIchllIch"InchInch"Inch-
t

." .llIch-

I are found NativeNJtlve cemeteriescemcterte. andJndand-
s "aa" stripstripofof landIJnd 330 feetfeel "ii111in"

widthwidthsurroulldlOgwidthsurroundingsurroundingsurroulldlOg the perimeterperllneterperllnete-
rr

perimeter-
ofof eacheJch cemeterycel11eter } , for the properproper-
carecare , upkeep ,. andJlldandadministrationadministrationddrnllllstratlollddrnllllstratlol-
lthereof

administration-
thereofthereof "

The order is subject toio validvdhdvdhd-

eXlstll1gexistingeXlstll1gexistingrightsrights anddnddndeXlStll1gandexistingexistingeXlStll1geXlStll1gwlthexistingwithwithwlth-wlthwith-wlth-

draw
with-

drawals
¬-

drawalsdraw oils ,. which inm effectcllect ,. meansmedTJ\medTJmedTJ-
If

means-

it \itIf cannotcar1Jot[ be retroactivere t roaclve! on01101-

1bUrldl

on-

burialburialbUrldl landsIJlld which hadhldhldalreadyhadalready, alreadyalready-
been

already-
beenbeen deededd edcdedededcddWJYededawayawaydWJY ., HoweverIowever! ,.

the order clearlyc1edrly makesmaJ.esmaJes. invalidII1vahdII1vahd-

any
invalid-

anyany salesJle of public landsIJnds afterJfterJfter-

August
after-

AugustAugust 9 , 1960 on which.11Ich11Ich.whichawhich-

native
.11Ichd.11Ic-

hnaltve
da

nativenaltve burialbunal ground was locatedIncJted
ItI t is very unlikely thatthJt anyany-

provIsions
any-

provisionsprovisions of01 thistillS order werewere-
everever carriedcarriedoucarriedoutoutou t and the SecretSecret-Secret-

ary
¬.-

aryaryofof theIhefile InteriorInref/orInrefor/ inI( therherhe-

thlTteenthirteenthlTteen yearsyeJrs since", nce itsIb issuanceIssuance-
lia

issuance-
hashaslia not made an intensivemten lve efforteffort-
toto withdraw andandsurveysurvey theselheselhese-
IJndslandsIJnds .

An officialOflCldlOfl Cldl at the BureauBureJuBureJu-
ofof Land ManagementlanJgement saidJld thethe-

pnmdfYprimarypnmdfY stumbling blockblockIblockisisI thethe-
IJcklackIJck of manpowermJnpower to conductconduct-
the

conduct-
thethe actualdctualactualsurveyssurveysurveys If however ,

any nativenallve villagevlllJge or groupgroupwerewerewere-
to

were-
tothefto request such a.11. survey , thethe-
order

the-
orderorder would require thatthJt it behehe-

executedexecuted and the landslalld withwith-with-
drawn

¬-.

drawn .

A provisionrOVISlon in111 the 2 millionmillIOn-
acre

million-
acreacre specialspecidl purpose grantgrallt of01 thethe-
Native

the-
NativeNative Land Claims SettlementSettlement-
ActAct , Section 14 ( h ) statesstJtes "TheThe"The-
Secretary

"The-
Secretary

"
Secretary of the InteriorIntenor isI-
Sauthorizedauthorized to withdraw andand-
convey

and-
conveyconvey 2 million acres of01 unun-un¬.-

reservedreservedandandandunapproprlJtedandunappropriatedunappropriatedunapproprlJtedunapproprlJted-
public

unappropriated-
publicpublic lands locatedlucatedlucatedououtsideou t lde> thethe-

areas
the-

areasareas withdrawnwlthdr aWII by sectionssectllJlJS 1IIIII-

and
1II-

andand 16 ,. and followslollows (1)1( I ) TheThe-

SecretJr
The-

SecretarySecretarySecretJr maymJY withdrawwlthdrlw, andand-

cOllvey

and-

conveyconveycOllvey loto the appropnateapproplllttappropr late, ' ReRe-Re-

IOlldl

Re-

gional
¬-

gionalIOlldl CorporationCorpIHJtlHl( teelee title tot-
olItmg

to-

existingexistingl\ItmglItmg'\ , cemeterycemeterylIesites\lIe\lIe\lIeJn\ andJnand-
historicalhistoricalImtomJI: placespIJct'spIJcts' .

"

TheTh ,' majormJjor differencedlfferell t' betweenbet\\t'ellbett'elltellbett'ellt-
hl

between-
this

\\'

thisthl provisionPfllI'olunprosistonPfll\Pfll\ I'olunIolun' andJnd the PublicPubliI'ubhIubh' ., .

Land Order olof I96019601960isis" thatthJt thethe-

IJtter
the-

latterlatterIJtter merely withdrawswllhdrJw\wllhdrJwwllhdrJwthe\ the land1.lIltJ1lIltJ1.lIlt-

Jtor

land-

for
.

fortor protectiveprolectlve purposespurpo\e\purpoepurpoebur\ \ butbur hadI.IlJIIlJI.IlJ-

IhI

had-
no !.noIhI provisionsPfllVllOIb, torlorfor grantinggrJntlllg titleIltkIltk-

to
title-

toto thatIhJt land1.llId1llIdbind. to anydllY nativenJtlVt' group
- The legalleg.1Ileg1I. questionque\tlolquetlolglnestinrl\ ! maynttym.lml., ) rere-rere-

volve
re-

volve
¬-

volve aroundlroUlldwound, whether1\Ilt'ther1Ilt'therIltther\ ' am,111\,111111ans,111UII, \ unUII-UIIun-unUI-

Ireservt'tI
un-

reserved
¬-

reservedreservt'tIreservttI' public landsIJntl., containingCOllldl/JIllgCOllldlJIllgCOllldlJIllg-
nltlve

containing-
native

/
nativenltlve, cemeteriescemetefles were let torfurfur-

pJtellt
tor-

patentpatentpJtellt inm the interimmtenm betweenbetwet'nbetwetnbetwet'n-
"SU3nce

between-
issuance

'

issuance"SU3nceSU3nce" ot01of that I9601960 order Indandand-
the

,Ind-

the
| iid

the finall nal claimsclallTISclallTISetsettlement\etet\ tlement ,.

either to10 privatepf/vJlepfvJle/ individualsIntlIVI\JulhIntlIVIJulh\ , ,. lototo-

the
to-

thethe State of AlaskaAIJ kJ ,. or torforfor-

mmerJI
for-

mineralmineralmmerJImineralrightsrighisnghbrightsrighis-
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