
Islanders seek economic freedom
Expressconcern

ExpressExpress-

concernconcern forfor-

Island's
for-

Island's
for-

Island's
Island'swellbeingIsland'sWealbung

Island'sIslands'

well-beingwellbeingWeal-bungWealbungwellbeingForWealbungFor
-

For thousands of yearsyears-
the

years-
thethe Alaska Native peoplespeoples-
have

peoples-
havehave been selfself-sufficientselfsufficient--ufficient livliv-

Ing

liv-

ing
liv-liv¬-

ing within their tribaltribal-
groups

tribal-
groupsgroups dispersed through-
out

through-
out

throughthrough-¬-
out our land . But withinwithin-
aa two hundred year time ,

that has all changed Dras-
tIcally

Dras-
tically

DrasDras-¬-

tically .

But with this culturalcultural-
change

cultural-
changechange of two different andand-

divergent
and-

divergentdivergent culturescultun.s.mcultuns.mcultunsmcultuesminglrng;. .,.minglingmingling ,.
has come the ggrowthOwthgiowtfigiowtfiof*

ofof-

control
of-

controlcontrol , of our masteringmastering-
thethe second and controllingcontrolling-
culture

controlling-
cultureculture .

In one instancemstance here I-
Sthe

isis-

thethe PribPribilofof islanders whowho-
are

who-
areare making plans to breakbreak-
away

break-
awayaway from their present alal-

most
al-

most
al-al¬-

most total economic depen-
dence

depen-
dence

dependepen-¬-

dence on the federal govern-
ment

govern-
ment

governgovern-¬-
ment . President of the Ta-

nadgusix
Ta-

nadgusix
Ta-

nadgusix
Ta-Ta-

nadgusix Corp . of St . PaulPaul-
Island

Paul-
IslandIsland , Larry MercuheffMerculieff saidsaid-

that
said-

thatthat they are doingdomg feasi-

b
feasi-

bility
feasifeasi-¬-

bbilitylty studies on plans toto-

develop
to-

developdevelop three fisheriesflShenes therethere-
Their

..

Their hopes rest on deve-
loping

deve-
loping

devedeve-¬-

loping Korean hair crab ,

halibut and squid fishenes-
to

fisheries-
to

fisheriesfishenes
to eventually provide resI-

dents
resi-

dents
resiresI-¬-

dents with year round em-

ployment
em-

ployment
emem-¬-

ployment for St . Paul reS-

idents
resi-

dents
resireSi-¬-

dents and residents of herher-
sISter

her-

sistersister island St . George , 3030-

miles

30-

milesmiles to the south .

The islands are located In-

the
inin-

thethe Bering Sea some 750750-

miles
750-

milesmiles southwest of Anchor-
age

Anchor-
age

AnchorAnchor-¬-

age and have only seasonalseasonal-
employment

seasonal-
employmentemployment for most ofof-

the
of-

thethe island'sislands' resldresidentsen ts . PrePre-

sently
Pre-

sently
Pre-Pre¬-

sently as with every winter ,

there is about 80 percentpercent-
unemployment

percent-
unemploymentunemployment for 690 resI-

dents
resi-

dents
resiresI-¬-

dents of both islands..

For those 537 residentsresidents-

that
residents-

thatthat can work during thethe-

summer
the-

summersummer , the annual seal furfur-

harvest
fur-

harvestharvest keeps them employ-
ed

employ-
ed

employemploy-¬-

ed for a whole six weeks toto-

herd
to-

herdherd , lullkill , skin and processprocess-

the
process-

thethe seals, under the watch-

ful
watch-

ful
watchwatch-¬-

ful eye of the federal gov-

ernment

gov-

ernment
govgov-¬-

ernment . Year-roundYearround-- emem-

ployment
em-

ployment
em-em¬-

ployment at St . Paul isi-

sl
is-

limitedllimitednited to municipal needs ,

power andandwaterwater , the schoolschool-
post

school-
postpost office and store there .

On St . George Island ,

30 miles to the south , emem-

ployment
em-

ployment
em-em¬-

ployment provided by thethe-
few

the-
fewfew federal positions requir-
ed

requir-
ed

requirrequir-¬-
ed to monitor the seal herd

and municipal services arearcarc-

threatened
are-

threatenedthreatened by federal aus-

terity
ausaus-aus-

terity
-¬-

terity measures that couldcould-
shut

could-
shutshut oloff! money now pro-
Vidmg

pro-
viding

propro-¬-
vidingVidmg income sources there-

Their
there-

Their
there

Their hopes rest on deve-
loping

deve-
loping

devedeve- ¬-

loping the hair crab fish-fish-

eriescriess within three to fivefive-

years
five-

yearsyears and developing thethe-

halibut
the-

halibuthalibut and squid fishenes-

In

fisheries-

in
fisheriesfishenes

in at least five years , Mercu-
heff

Mercu-
lieff

MercuMercu- ¬-

hefflieff said The corporatIOn-
Intends

corporationcorporation-
intendsintends to fish for diverse-

species
diverse-

species
diverse

species to avoid becomingbecommg

dependent on a single mar-
ket

mar-
ket

marmar- ¬-

ket or nn-

Few
resourceresource-

Few
resource-

FewFew fishermen wouldwould-
have

would-
have

would-
havehave the means to keepkeep-
the

keep-
the

keep-
thethe hair crabcrabalivealive TheThe-

cr.Jb
The-

crab
The-

crabcrabcr.JbcrJb. whichwhichthe-.-thethe.the JapaneseJapanese-
Continued

Japanese-

Continued

Japanese-
Continued(!ContinuedonContinued on PagePlgr S5)5)}



- - - - - - - - -

--IslandersIslandersIslanders
(Continued from Page One )

would pay $S3$33 to $S6$66 perper-
pound

per-
poundpound for , according toto-

MercuI
to-

MerculieffMercuIMerculieffeff . For the past sixsix-

months
six-

monthsmonths , the village corpora-
tion

corporacorpora-¬.-
tion has been doing researchresearch-
onon methods for catching thethe-
hair

the-
hairhair crab from the oceanocean-
and

ocean-
andand keeping them alive forfor-
shipment

for-
shipmentshipment to Japan . At fIrst-
there

firstfirst-
therethere was a 100 per centcent-
mortality

cent-
mortalitymortality (or death rate )
andandnownow there is a 1100lOOperlOOper-
cent

00 perper-
centcent survival rate , he said .

Solutions must be foundfound-
for

found-
forfor other problems .

- Analysis of the hairhair-
crab

hair-
crabcrab fisheryflShery is to be finishedfmishedfinished-
by

fmished-
byby the Seattle based NorthNorth-

Pacific
North-

PacificPacific Fishery Develop-
ment

DevelopDevelop-Develop-
ment

-¬-
ment Inc .

- Experiments with dif-
ferent

difdif-¬.-
ferent crab pot designs mustmust-
be

must-
bebe completed

- The crabs molting andand-
reproductive

and-
reproductivereproductive cycles and thethe-
crabs

the-
crabscrabs quanities must be-

studied
be-

studied
be

studied
- FishingHshing seasons willwill-

have
will-

havehave to be established toto-

take
to-

taketake the crab at its best andand-

when
and-

whenwhen the weather there isis-

calmest
is-

calmestcalmest
- a local fishingflShing zonezone-

must
zone-

mustmust be established aroundaround-

the
around-

thethe PribBofsPribnofsPribilofs
- Local residents mustmust-

be
must-

bebe trained to work in thethe-
fisheries

the-
flSheriesfisheriesflSheries
fisheriesTraditionallyflSheriesTraditionally

TraditionallyTraditionallythe, -.-thethe.the AleutAleut-

have
Aleut-

havehave caught much of theirtheir-

subtinence
their-

sustinencesustinencesubtinence from the sea
.- - - - - - - -

using bidarkis , their sea lionlion-
skin

lion-
skinskin or canvas covered ver-

sion
ver-

sion
verver-¬-

sion of the Eskimo kyak .

Now families there have a-

luminum
a-

luminum
a-a-al-

uminum
-

luminum boats used forfor-
hunting

for-
huntinghunting and fishingflShing .

For the proposed fIsher-
ies

fisher-
ies

fisherfIsher- ¬-

ies , the corporation is exa-
mining

exa-
mining

exaexa-¬-
mining a boat design ; 3737-

Continued

37-

Continued(Continued on Page 9)9)
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feet inm length , able to nderidende-
rough

ride-
roughrough water well andandsmallsmallsmall-

enough
small-

enoughenough: to be pulled ashoreashore-

at
ashore-

atat the end of a day'sdays' workwork-

The
work-

TheThe boats are relatively inin-

expensive
m-

expensive
m-min-in¬-

expensive at $$40,00040000, to
$$70,00070000, . Individual fisher-

men
fisher-

men
fisherfisher- ¬-

men can investIOvest in10 them With-

loans
withwith-

loansloans guaranteed by the vvilvil-

lage

vil-vil¬-
lage corporation

Merculieff said5ald that thethe-
ISlands

the-
islandsislands are hurting econo-
mically

econoecono-econo-
mically

-¬-
mically and that he is fore-
stalling

fore-
stalling

forefore-¬-
stalling firms that are con-
stantly

con-
stantly

concon-¬-
stantly approachingapproachlOg himhlffihim-
asking

hlffi-

askingasking himhlffi to use St . PauJ-

as
PaulPauJPaul-

asas a base for oil and gasgas-

exploration
gas-

explorationexploration or for large fish-

ing
fish-

ing
fishfish-¬-

ing ventures
venturesThe
The PnbilofsPnbllofs are in thethe-

middle
the-

middlemiddle of what is15 potpoten-
tially

potenpoten-en-

tlally
en-en¬-

tiallytlally the largest bottom-bottom-

fishenesfisheries in the world . WeWe-

don't
We-

don'tdon'tdont' want to keep theirtheir-
culture

their-
cultureculture and environment , hehe-

said
he-

saidsaid . ""WeWe don'tdont' want alter-
natives

alter-
natives

alteralter-¬-
natives we can'tcant' understandunderstand-
and

understand-
andand control.. " . . ..LikeLike thethe-

Dutch
the-

DutchDutch Harbor syndrome . ...

massive and chaotic deve-
lopment

deve-
lopment

devedeve-¬-
lopment


