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Orthodoxy insulted
December 19801980-

Seattle
1980-

SeattleSeattle , WashingtonWoahlntonWashington-

Dear

(
Dear Editor..

I melyrarelyly say anythinganythln, .at.tt all-

about
all-

about
all

about thingsthJnlll which , ItricU-
ylpeaklnl

rtricttyItricUystrictlystrictly-

speakingspeakinglpeaklnl., dondon'tdont''cc directly concernconcern-
me

concern-
meme , but I want to add my voicevoice-

to
voice-

toto that of Grace NicholsNichola In ber-

letter
herberher-

letterletter of Oct . 25 , 1980 titledtitled-

"Gone
titled-

"Gone""GoneGone to Extremes " that apap-

peared
ap-apap-

peared
-¬-

peared In the Tundra Times forfor-

November
for-

NovemberNovember 15 , 1980 .
1f had never heard of the bookbook-

"Going
book-

"Golnl""GoingGoing"GolnlGolnl to Extremes " until II-

read

I-

readread thetbe above questioned letter .

I1 have no opportunity to
'

Iud-
the

readIudread-

thethe book to findrind out wbat-

exactly
whatwbatwhat-

exactlyexactly isII goinglolnl on . Yet , I feltfelt-

burc
felt-

hurthurtburc by whatwbat I1 readre.dred. In the letterletter.-

nd
letter-

and..ndndand what I know at least hashas-

gone
has-

lonelonegone onon,, especiallypedally In Alaska ,
but also elsewhereelJewhere to Rulalan-

Orthodox
RussianRulalanRussian-

OrthodoxOrthodox ChristiansChristiana...

I am not EskimoEakimo , but Rus-

sian
Rill-

alan
RusRill-RillRus--¬-

sianalan . I harehave never been per-

sonally
perper-¬.-

sonally put In suchIIIch difficultdlmcultdifficult-
circumstances

dlmcult-
clnIUllltanCftcircumstancesclnIUllltanCft: and had my lifentelife-

and
nte-

andand faith treated so10 badly as.as-

diddid the writerwtlter of the letter . ButBut-

II have sometimesIOmetimes Invited """main-

stream
"mainmain"main-¬.-

stream " AmericansAmericana totD our Rus-

sian
RusRus--Rus-

alan
¬-

sianalan OrthodoxOrtbodox ChurchOIurch forforsome-
thing

forsome-forsomesomeIOme ¬.-
thingthlnl ImportantimportanC to us asa thethe-

Rualan
the-

RussianRussianRualan Orthodox ChristmasCbrIItma andand-

felt
and-

feltfelt them take what I feel II-

holy
IsIIis-

holyholy and treattre.ttret. It with disdaindladaIn .,

disrespect and IrreverenceJneverence ., ThisThllThis-

has
Thll-

hhhas. frequentlyfrequenUy beenbeeD dondone* byby-

American
by-

AmericanAmerican writers In booksboob th.t-
I

that-

I
thatth.ttht.

I have read on the Russia andand-

Native
and-

NativeNative Orthodox way of lifeUfe InIn-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska , but It has alsoaIJo beenbeen-

done
been-

donedondone* to me personally byby-

American
by-

AmericanAmerican ProtestantsProteatantl whom II-
may

I-

maymay have invited to shirIbutshare* ourour-

experience
our-

experienceexperience .at.tt somethingIOmethlnl likenkelike-

Russian
nke-

RUillanRussianRUillan Orthodox ChristmasClnltmu! InIn-

church
In-

churchchurch - for in Seattle we b.ve-

only
haveb.vebvehave-

only
.

only our church , not a. wholewhole-

village
whole-

villagevillage to celebrate suchIUch thingsthlnlll .

I noticed immediately thethe-

pbrase
the-

phrasephrasepbrase ""spinningspinning1Plnnlnl the prayerprayer-

wbeel
prayer-

wheelwheelwbeel " in column three of thethe-

letter
the-

letterletter. ""SpinningSpinning"SplnnlnlSplnnlnl the prayer-
wheel

prayer-
wheel

prayer-prayer-.
wheelwbeel " Is11 specificallyapeclfically TIbetan-

Buddhist
TibetanTibetan-

BuddhistBuddhist , NOT Orthodox Chris-

tian
ChrisChrIaChris-¬.-

tiantlan , EskimoFAkimo or RussianRUlllan . ItIt-

Ibows
It-

showsshowsIbows the heightbelllht of disdain ,
d1lrespectdisrespectwet , and irreverence as_as-

wellweUwell as.s Inordinate pride , and a.a-

feelingfeelingfeeUnl of conceited superioritysuperiority-
tD

superiority-
tototD reduce the prayers of OrthoOrtho-Ortho-
dox

Ortho-
dox

-¬

dox ChristiansChrilt1ana , especially .at.tt a.a-

timetime likeUke Christ'sChristsChrIat'lChrIatl' Birth , totD suchIUdsuch-

a !a. blasphemousblpbemous_ and superficiallysuperflclallysuperficially-
mechanical

superflclally-
mechanicalmechanical action such asun ""&"spin-

ning
"spinspin&pinpin"spin-¬.-

ningnlnl a. prayer-wheelprayerwheelprayer-wbeelwbeel- .."
Without commentingcommentlnl on thethe-

book
the-

bookbook , which I havenhaventhaven't''CC' hadbad thethe-

opportunity
the-

opportunityopportunity to readre.dred. , It II-

obvious
isIIis-

obviousobvious that a. personperaon whowho-

would
who-

wouldwould write a book alongalonl thethe-

lines
the-

lineslines outlined in thisthll letter .,

would be thetile winnlDwinning, one , thatthat-

the
that-

thethe rip-upripuprip.upripup.- slipa1lpaslips* would holdhold-

money
hold-

moneymoney for them . I111.saw' a. womanwoman.-

ctually
woman-

actually.actually.ctuallyctually win ($$(500500$500 from a.a-

"paper""paperpaper :chancechaDce" - but she hadhad-

lpent
had-

spentspentlpent $$100100 , &and&lidlid I thoughtthouabt.,
""WhatWhat If sheIbe had notDot won toto-

night
to-to-to-

niPt
¬-

nightniPt?"
I write thiithllthis with a meaaace-

In
message-

in
messagemeaaace

In mind totD people whowbo have

s'solelyaoIaly from what I can readIe.dIed. InIn-

thethe letter , itIIis so10 absolutelyabaolutely cer-

tain

cercer-cer-

tain

-¬-

tain thatth.tthtth.tthethatthe. --tte-thethe faithlessfalthl-falthlfalthllariely-., largelylarielylargely-

functionally
lariely-

fuDctlonallyfunctionallyfuDctlonally atheisticathelatlc ""mainmain" ¬.
stream " AmericanAmeriClll way.yy. of lifeUteHisHis-

IslaIIIs >10soo obviouslyobvioUlly superiorluperior totD any ¬.
thinthing, elseIaeelse* notJlot only in the eyeseyes-

of
eyes-

ofof (objective ?) menJIlIn but aIIO-

In
alsoaIIOalso-

inIn the eyes of God thatth.ttht. InsteadlDJteadinstead-
of

lDJtead-

ofof us havingbavlnl done aomethlnl-
lood

somethingaomethlnlsomething-
goodgoodlood totD them out. of the ,good-

i

good-goodood -.
nesaneei of our hearts by aklnlt-
hem

askingaklnlasking-
themthemn to be with us .at.tt suchIIIchsuch-

sacredsacred times hiIn our livesUveI , theythey-

think
they-

thinkthink thatth.ttht. they did usIII an unun-

believable
un-un¬.-

believablebeUevable favorravor by agreeingqreelnl toto-

be
to-

bebe with us111 when It clearlycleuly wentwent-

against
wen-

tapnstagainstap\nstapnst\ every aspectapect of theirtheir-

"nature
their-

"nature"""naturenature " and they feel It totD bebe-

almoat
be-

almostalmostalmoat a "."sacredsacred.credcred duty " totD pre-
sent

preprpre-.¬-

sentlent ourOllr livesnvel and our way of-
Ufe

of-

life
of

lifeUfe aaas* someIOme sortlOR of almlla-
rthlnl

similaralmllarsimilar-

thingthingthlnl totD the mostmoat sordidIOrdld , deviantdeviant-
and

deviant-
andand malcontent ImageImace that they-

can
they-

can
they

can think of in their world aDd-

tD
andaDdand-

tototD _assertrt that there really Im't-
any

IsntIm'tImtlsn'tlsntlsn't-

any 'any difference between IIIus andand-

that
and-

thatthat."
rmPm IOnysorryany If I have hurthurc oror-

offended
or-

offendedoffended anyone In any mannermanner-
by

manner-
byby sayingsaylnl thisthll , but I wanted toto-
express

to-

expreuexpressexpreu It totD someoneIOmeone .
Yours Sincerely ,

V . P. (LekanofLewofaskant
2021 Fourth Ave ., Apt . 508 ,

Seattle , WashingtonWuhlnton( 98121

BinsoBingoBingo blues
428 North Price NoNo.2No2No.2-

Anchoraae
. 22-

AnchorageAnchorageAnchoraae ,. AlaskaAlaab 9950499504-

DecemberDecember 2323,198023198023,1980-

Dear

, 1980

Dear Editor :

Sometimes i the only way II-

can
I-

can
I-

ican i expressexpteIa my opinionopinionmdopinionend--mdt-

hoUllhtl
end-

thoughts
md-md-endend

thoughtsthoUllhtl about somethingsomethlnl II-
don't

I-

don'tdontdon't'' likenke or feel helplessbelpleu toto-

fight
to-

flabtfightflabt IsII totD write a. poem aboutabout-
IL

about-
ItItItIL. Hence the poem I havebave eneDen-

closed
en-en¬.-

closed..
I want to clarifyclarity IOmethlnl-

.bout
somethingIOmethlnlsomething-

about.about.boutbout ItsIta content:: toIn itIeIehe\he-
speaker

the\hehethe-

speakerspeaker tellstella of winningwlnninl ($$$333.-

t
$333-

at
(333333$333.at.tt BingoBlnlD - that IsII aomethinl-

that
somethingaomethinlsomething-

thatthat I did justjU recentlylecently , andandcIt\cc\c-

came
it-

camecame Just hiIn time to helpbelp meme-

get
me-

letgetlet overowr the ChristmasCbriatlllll humpbump .
I wentWellt again&pinpin& the next nightn1&htn1ht&.,
""JustJust""UU to see. If mymy.ramemyrame....raffleraffle ticketticket-
wbldl

ticket-
which(whichwbldl came with the win )

waiwWwill be drawn.."
The second nightnlcht (when II-

wasn't
I-

wasn'twasn'twasnt'' In suchIUd! a. blazeb1aze of eup-

hatia
eupeup-eup-

horia
-¬-

horiahatia) I "saw'IIII' the sameWIle thingsthiDthings-

thatthat had disturbeddlatu1bed meJIll 0I1y-

IIIpUy
only0I1\y0I1y\only-

slightlyslightlyIIIpUy the nightnllbt I wonwoa.. AndAnd-

th1l
And-

thisthisth1l time I went by myself..'The'lbelbe <fusttiltflat Alghtlliahtnight I1 went totfor thethe-

fInt
the-

firstflatfIntfirst Omtime* with my sisteralaWr IDd-

brother
and-

brother
sodIDdand

brother , and It wwas. a. new exex-

perience
ex-ex¬.-

perienceperlence farfor us all . We enjoyedenjoyed-

the
enjoyed-

thethe pmgames. and commented onon-

the
on-

thethethebrisk._-briskbrlat-brisk &sales&alesales of the '""paper-
chances

"paper-
clwlces

'paperpaper"paper"chancesclwlces..". But when I wentwent-

alone
went-

alonealone , I had a lot ofat time toto-

look
to-

looklook around.. I .awsaw-sawsawpeople.- people II-
have

I-

havehave known fortor yeanyearayears , someIOme II-
went

I-

wentwent totD schoolachool with {(one wowo-wo-
man

wo-
man

-¬

man Inspired thisthle poem ) IDd-

others
andIDdand-

othersotherothers* ''II111adhadbad met .whin.henhenwhen I work-

ad
workwortwork-¬.-

edad for the governmentcovemment..
I earncame* .away..yy with ia profoundprofound8-

811I8
profound-

sensesens8811I8sense* of .sadness.dneudneu for the _manymany-

lonely
yy-

lonelylonely people I "saw'IIII', whosewhOle S-

ues
liUS-S¬.-

ftVelues* wenwere belnbeing, filledMedtiled , not by thethe-

wannh
the-

warmthwarmthwann\hwannh\ of friends and funnytamIIyfamily
ndandandfamilyandfunAm , but the desperatedesperate-

for
desperate-

for( for tomesome1OpI ) hophope* that their caneardcardcardi
*

i\,

1,

become over-InvolvedoverInvolvedover-lDvolvedlDvolved--- with whatwha-
twa

what-

waswaswa meant totD be a. harmlesshannleu,
occasionaloocuIonal pastimepastimeBe: "-"BeBe-Be .carefulear.tuIeartuIcareful-
you

ear.tuI-
youyou orDr your.familyf.aJIIIIyfaJIIIIy areIN not CO-
Daumed

con-

sumed
conCOD-CODcon-¬-

sumedaumed by your growingpowlnl obob-
session

011-011ob-ob-011-

aeulon
¬-

sessionaeulon ."'Thank'lbanklbank you fortor the oppor-

Sincerely

oppor-
tunity

oppor-oppor-.
tunltytunity to expmaexpress myself .

SincerelySlncemy ,,
VeroitaVemltaVemita ZUysZllyaZilys


