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An opeopen" letterletler to Governor BillBill-

Sheffield
Bill-

SheffieldSheffield
SheffieldDear

Dear Gov Sheffield :

This last week II read aboutabout-

your
about-

youryour proposed budget for the up-

coming
upup-upup-

commg
-*-

comingcommgAnchorage'rImesAnchorageTimesyear in the Anchorage'Times'rImesrImes newspaper . After reading-
About

readingreading-
aboutabout your 50 % cut inIIIiht fundfunds? for-

Capital
forfor-

CapitalCapitaCapital ) Projects and the inclusion-
of

inclusioninclusion-
ofof the dam projects in thisthis-

category
this-

categorycategory ,, I have contactedseveralcontactedcontacled several-

governmental
severalseveral-

govemmentalgovernmentalgovemmental agencies to see-

what
seesee-

whatwhat they had to say , It appears
fromappearsfromthe consensus , that thiithisthis-

budget
this-

budgetbudget will cut the amount ofof-

money
of-

moneymoney spent for necessary im-

provements
ImIm-

provements
Im-Im¬-

provements to the majority of-

cities
ofof-

chlescitieschles , communities and villages-
of

villagesvillages-
ofof Alaska that need the funds the-

most
thethe-

mostmost ,.

I believe it Is time for all ofofusus-

to
usus-

toto take a second look , or maybe-

the
maybemaybe-

thethe first look ,, a what is happen.¬happenInsinglngIns ,' in this beautiful slatestate of-

Alaska
ofof-

AlaskaAlaska .. My family and I live In-

Anchorage
inin-

AnchorageAnchorage , and we ireare thankful-
for

thankfulthankful-
forfor what the City and StateStale hashas-

done
has-

donedone for us . We havhave good roads-

to
roadswasteIto10 travel ;; sewage and solid wastewaste-

disposal
I1disposal1disposalsiteswaste1disposal1

disposal sites ;; safesafo water to10 drink-
and

drinkdrink-
andand bathe inilliq ; good schools for our-

children
ourour-

childrenchildrenchildren0\to\00 attend ;; ,. emergency-
services

emergencyemergency-
servicesservices such ataaas police , fire propro-proprol-

ectlon
-*.

lectionlectlontection , and hospitalshosptals\hosptalshospitalshosptalspublic| ;;
,I\,, public-

transportation
publicpublic-

transpoMatlontransportationtranspoMatlon ; sportsSpoMS arenas ;

convention centers ;; continuous-
utilities

continuouscontinuous-
ul1litlesutilitiesul1litles such

,
as electricity ,, natural

.

gas andand. telephones ; parks and-
recreation

andand-

recreal10nrecreationrecreationrecreal10n facilities ; thus givinggiving-

usus almost immediate access toto-

whatever
to-

whateverwhatever we wish to do .

We , at ABBESSCO ,. havehave-

spent
have-

spentspent most of thisibis past year work-

IIg
work-

ing
workwork-¬-

\ingII\gIIg with the residents of Aniak-
and

AniakAnoakAnoak-

andand ChuathbalukChuathhaluk on their CapitalCapital-

projects
Capital-

projectsprojects .. Our main job is to pro-

vide
propro-pro-

vide
¬-

vide materials ,, tools and on thethe-

job
the-

jobjob training for ththe people work-
Ing

workwork-work-
Ing

¬-

ing on these projects in their cities-

and
citiescities-

andand villages ., We are part of thethe-

Force
the-

ForceForce Accounting systemssystem{
,

usedused-

by
used-

byby the people of these com-

munities
comcom-¬,-

munitiesmunoties totQ, construct and corn-
plete

comcorn-corncommacomm-

aplete
-¬

plete the projects they havehave-
chosen

aveave-

chosenchosen to10 undertake . With the use-

of
useuse-

ofof this system , the 1I1I\1I1I\majority1I1I0rity0rity of thethe-

labor
the-

laborlabor force ireare the residents of thethe-

Community
the-

cCmmunltyCommunitycC/mmunltycCmmunlty/ ,\ thus keeping a very
largeverylargeportionpoMion of thetho labor moniesmonies-
spent

nlesnles-

spentspent withlwithin" the community ,,,

along with the learnlearningIns of new-

skills
newnew-

skillsskills and the pride in par-
ticipating

par-
ticipating

parpar-¬-
ticipating . It was proven this pastpast-

year
past-

yearyear in Chuathbaluk that a largelarge-

construction
large-

constructionconstruction project could bebe-

undenaken
be-

undertakenundertakenundenaken with the
.
City acting asas-

the
as-

thethe general contractor , locallocalocal-

residents
!

residentsresidenls hired tto1< work /onC/nCn thethe-

project
the-

projectproject with on the job training ,.

and completion on schedule withwith-

the
with-

thetheworkmanshipforsame quality of workmanship
for about two-thirdstwothirds--- the costCOsl ofofta-

bid
aa-

bidbid project .

THIS past year all of usus-

associated
us-

associatedassociated with ABBESSCO havehave-

JJ

learned alotBlot about working in-

bush
11-

bush
in11\11\bush Alaska . We have struggledstrugglestruggled-

with
l<l-

withwith lack of toolstoole ,. delivery ofof-

materials
of-

materialsmaterials , transportationtransponatlon ,, lodginglodging-

and
lodging-

andand meals ,, and most recently lastlast-

month
last-

monthmonth with the weather .. MostMost-

Important
Most-

imponantImportantimponant we have been taught byby-

the
by-

thethe people of these villages aboutabout-

their
about-

theittheirtheit heritage and IIfelifestyles, tyles ,. WeWe-

have
We-

havehave shownshow\showshowour!,\, our respect for this ,,

anAndl< have in turn gained the-

respect
thethe-

respeclrespectrespecl of these people . In somesome-

instances
some-

instancesinstances , going Out into bushbush-

Alaska
bush-

AlaskaAlaska is like travelingtraveling0\to\00 anotheranother-
country

another-
countrycountry , and learningleamiJlllthethe tradi-

tions
traditradltradi-¬.-

tionstlonsandand expectations of differentdifferent-
people

different-
peoplepeople .. This observation hashas-

brought
has-

broughtbrought me to the point of eetcex-

pressing
ex-ex+-.

pressingprellll\SprellllS\ my views on what II-

believe

I-

believebelieve our moral obligations and-

priorities
andand-

prioritiespriorities shouldahould beba ..

It Is true that my company benben-
fits

*'
fits monetarily nownow and will inIn-

the
In-

thethe futurefulUl1Ifuturq , from Capital projects-
undergone

projccts-
undergone

projectsprojccts
undergone in the bush . However ,

,
no-

businesses
noofnomore so than hundredsbllndreds of

","-

other
o-

therother businessesbusinessee* t.towgh.ghghigh outout-

Alaska
out-

AlaskaAlaska and the lower 48 .. No mat-

let
matmat-mat-

let
¬-

terlet '1'whatwhat1what the Capital projectprojectsprojects-
budget

*.
budget iIs* cut to , 1I will probablyprobably-
still

probably-
stillstill maintain more bush work-

than
workwork-

thanthan I ever will be able to handlehondle ,.

I am not writing to you com-

plaining
comcorn-corncom-corn-

plalning
-¬-

plainingplalning about the lack of moneymoney-

going
money-

goinggoing into my pocket . <,, I IU1I-
I

IU1-

Iwntlng
amIU1Iam-

writing
I

wntlngwriting to you as a concernedconcerned-
resident

concerned-
residentresident who has experienced the-

Continued
thethe-

Contlnu(ContlnuContinued on PegPage. Eleven )
,
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qualquuhtqualityII')' of life'AlaskalifeAlaskalife ' AlaAlaskaka has to of-

fer
ofof--¬.

fer , but whowhQ has alsolsoI.oIo. experienc-
ed

experiencexperienc-¬.-
ed the hathardships''hlpshlps AlaAlaskaka can dish-

out
dih-

out
dishdih,

out In the bush ,, away from our-

major
ourour-

major'cltlesmajormajor'cltlesmajorcltles'! citiesIt3cs ,,.

TheThereec is no simple answer to-

these
toto-

thesethese problemsroblemsroblcros ,. although We ' do-

know
dodo-

knowknow !y/eyeNewe/ cannotcannol bringbnng the bbosh-

communities
bushbosh,hh-

communitiescommunities to AnchprageAnchorage and-

we
andand-

wewe definitelydclinllcly cannot take An-

choragp
AnAn-

choragp
An-An--.

choragpchomgpchomgptochoragptoto the bushbu.hbuh. Each village ,

conlmunltycommunity or city in bushbu.hbuh. Alaska-
has

AlaAlaskakaka-

hahahas itsliS own lifestyleIifestyle ,. and most of-

the
01-

the
of01

the residentsre\ldenlreldenl\ want those lifestyleslifestylelifestyles-
to

,
to rcl1)rcl1renpiinrenlain) ln intactmtact However ,,. it has-

I

has-

been
ha-

been
hasha\ha\

been shownhown that the qualityquullty of-

their
ot01of

II01Itheir livingIIvmg conditions needs to be-

improved
bebe-

Improvedimprovedandimproved andcanand can be without in-

fringing
1-

0fnngmg
in10-10in-in¬-

fringingfnngmg on their quality of life-

So
lifelife-

SoSo many of the thingsthmgs we take forfor-

granted
for-

grantedgranted in10 AnchorageAnchomge and other

major AlaskaAla.kaAlakaAlgska. Cities are con-

sidcred
can-

sldered
concan

sidcredsldered to be a lurtury.lnlurturylnIUKuryInlururyin( ., the mwmw-

Jority
mailia ¬'

jorityJonty of thesethose communitiescmmunitles() , It Is-

not
Is-

not
is

not due totohe(\\hehethehe lack ofpfwantingwanting to-

Improve
toto-

Improveimprove ,. |hutbut> ut for the lackluck of-

available
ofof-

availableavailable funds to make available-
those

availableavailable-
thesethesethose necessitiesneceissttles Living JnIn AnAn-

chorage
An-An¬.-

choragechomge I enjoye\ioyeioy!\ a basketballbaketbllli, game-
In

game
IngameInthe Arena ,, an eexhibiterthibithiblt at the-

convention
thethe-

conventionConvention )J
iicentercenter ,,. or a pavedpaved-

road
paved-

roadroad to taketu e a Sunday drive-

However
dnvedrivednve-

HoweverHowever ,. frtfrom> m what I have ex-

perienced
exex-

penenced
ex-ex¬-

periencedpenenced fnIn the bubush,h I would-

trade
wouldwould-

IradetradeIrade any of thethesee thingsthlOgs for safesafe-
III-I_-

drinkingdrmklng water(!Naterwater runningrunlnng out ot01of a-

tap
a-

tap
ua

tap ,,. an irisidein\ideinideinside\ toilettOllct that flushesIlu.hesIluhes. ,,

or evenliven a healthealth Centercenler in casca\cacasecaI'm\ 'I'm-

sick
I'mIm'

slvksickI k or hurt-

Granted
hhurthurt-

Granted
r-

Granted
r\r\

Granted ,, AlaskaAlaka_
, has come a-

long
aa-

longlong way since 1It firstIi"tIit" *Workedorked ifi-

the
inifiin-

thethe bushbuh, 6 years ago Many pro-

grams
pro-

grams
propro-¬-

grams anandand<l projects ,. ggOO?ododandand-

bad
andand-

bAdbad ,. have papassed,ed over this portion-
of

portionportion-
ofof our beautifulbeafiifulbea tlful §statetate However ,,

we stillstillarearcaeare( not providingprovidmg the-

necessary
thethe-

nccenecessarynccenecessaryncceUry\\UryUry life supporting func-

ions
funcruncrunc-

lions(tionslionsions ththpithaithpiwejjwewe should torfor AUALL, the-

residents
thethe-

reldentresidentsre\ldentreldent\ ' ot01of this greatAreat StaleState

TherefprTherefpriTherefpri ,. I plead withwllh you .and.ndndand-

all
.nd-

allall oherother( governmentalOVernmlntalovernmentat! agencies-
to

agenciesagencle,
totQ conlincontincontinueec and provideptoVldt the needneed-

cd
need-

ededcd fundmfundinfunding to bringhrlngbringui3ujupui3uptheui3the) the basic-

standard
bUhl-

cstundllrd
basicbUhlc

standardstundllrdstandardofot01of livingIIvinS thatthai all-

Alaskans
all-

Aluk
nilall

Alu\kAlukAlaskansAlaskansReservePleasefloservePlease\ n8 pReservefloserveerveerve-

PleaePleasePleae, rreconsiderYconsidcrrYconsidcrCon jder yy6uryoiirOr propos-

ed
propospropos-

cdCded budsbudgetbudstbudstandt1t1and, and proVidcprovidepro'vidccprovidccpro'vidccthe' the

lIuuocesMirynecessarye'haryehary' tundmlundmgfundingfundingthroughllthroughthroughthroughI I

C( upitalapilal ProjectsProJem thatthnt will enable-
all

enableenable-
dllalldll AAluskanAlaskanslalkans$ to bharcsharehare inm and-

b
andand-

bcl1ufbbtfhuflibcl1ufhufitl from theIhe wealth thisIhlstilts State-

and
StutcStatetatttatt-

dndanddnd Country hashal to offerotfer
offerSuiteotferSlu.crelyofferSincerely

SuiteSincerely-
Richard

Slu.crelySlucrelySincerelySlu.crely-
Richard

(. relyrely-

RichardRichard !BergIerg , Owner-
A813ESSCO

Owner \

A8JmSABBESSCOA813ESSCOCO


