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Senator Frank Ferguson

(Editors Note;: The followingfollowmg is a-

guest
aa-

guestguest editorialoneditorial on 1991199/199199from/ from-
Senator

fromfrom-

I

from-
Senator

I
Senator FrFrankFronknk Ferguson ..,

\
1I\ presented this testimony to the-

Alaska
the

,

AlaAlaskaka Native Review Commis-
sion

Commis-
sion

CommisCommis-¬-
sion when they were in KottebueKotzebueKotzebue-
onon November 6 , 19841964 .. And 1II-

believe
I-

believebelieve stillStlt! pertinentpertlnent: to the 199-

question
1991-

question
1991199/199/

question to be addressed by the-

Native
thethe-

NativeNative communitycommuml/commumlcommumland)/ and the Alaska-

Federation
Ala.ka-

FederatIOn
AlaskaAla.kaAlaka.

Federation !>off Natives-

I

Natives-

am

NativpSNatives

1I am currently a senator in the-

Alaska
thethe-

Ala.kaAlaskaAla.kaAlaka. State Legislature ,, having-
been

havinghaving-
beenbeen in thetho AlaskaAla.kaAlaka. LegislatureLegl.latureLegllature. 14-

years
1414-

yearsyears and a board member of the-

NANA
thethe-

NANANANA regionalregionlll corporation sincesince-

its

since-

IIIIits inceptioninceptln() .. I am a former presi-

dent
presipreslpresi--¬.

dent of the Alaska Federation ofotof-

Natives
ot-

NativesNatives from 1980 to 1983-

I

1983

I1I am presenting this testimonytestimony-
asas a private citizen with the exex-

perience
ex-ex¬.-

periencepenence of my participationparllClpallon In-

the
in-

the
mIn

the statestale legislatureleg.latureleglature. and a sso() call-

ed
call-callcall -¬.

ed Native leader-

It

leaderleader-

ItIt is my belief that the Native-

Claims
Nallve-

Clanns
NativeNallve

ClaimsClanns Act was a positivepOMtlve action

at the timetlmtime in 119ny97197 1
,

when there-

was
Ihere-

was
thereIhere

was littleIiule or no recognition ofof-

Native
of-

NativeNative ', rights to land and the-

deplorable
thethe-

deplorabledeplorable economic position of-

Native's
ofof-

Native'sNative'sNatives' in generalgeneral-

There

.,

,.//ThereThereThere ilisis toio bebe ;expectedeXl\CCtedeXlCCted\ flawflawI-

n
flaw !

in negotiation which effect such-

a
such

fta. settlement ,*, some of the flaws I-

see
Itt-

seesee now ,, wereWere , anticipated by-

some
byby-

somesome , but thosethoselawsflaws/lawslawsHaws/ were not II-

Ia

InhiIII

aa higher priority position at thethe-

time
the-

timetime of negotiations between the-

Native
Ihe-

Native
theIhe

Native community and the con-

gress
con-

gress
concon--¬-

gress of the United States .., This-

was
ThisThis-

waswas fta political solution to10 a need-

ed
need-

ed
needneed-¬-

ed resolution and the art of-

politics
ofpfpf-

politicspolitics is compromisecompromlscompromis4! ,, of whichwhich-

the
which-

thethe AlaskaAlaka, Native communityconullunity had-

an
hadhad-

anan up hillhili battle and the com-

promises
com-comcom-

promises
comcom--¬-

promises reached were naturallynaturally-
inin fyvorfavor of the dominant sodiety-

The

societysodietysociety-

TheThe Native communitycommumty , as 1I1-

recall

I-

recallrecall , was after a land settlement-

because
Settlement-

because
settlement

because the Native communitycommunity-
sawsaw land and the nalnatural-
resources

naturalralral-

resourcesresources as (Ihelrtheirheir only way of-

survival
ofof-

survivalsurvival . They wortwere close totp the-

land
thethe-

landland ,, birds an animals wfiichwplchwhich hadhad-

provided
had-

providedprovided survivalsurvivalJf0f/JfJfof/ ththe, species-
since

Speciesspecies-

sincesince limetime immemorial .. SinceSince-

land
Since-

landland is a.a economic commoditycommodity-
which

commodity-
whichwhich the state and federal-
government

federalfederal-
governmentgovernment wasn'twasnt'' about to give-

up
givegive-

upup without aa' fight , a.a compromisecompromlcompromise-
waswas set ., Some form off economic-
settlement

economiceconomic-
settlementsettlement withwllh a smaller portion-
of

ponlon-
of

portionponlon
ofoflandland sought was the expedient-
complex

expedientexpedient-
complex

expedient-
complexcomplex solutionsolullon ..
PP-

Since
I-

SlOce
fIf-

SinceSinceSlOce the Native commucommunitylty asas-

a

aas.
a yrholeWhole didn'tdidntdldq'tdldqt' have a. recognized-
sovereignty

recognizedrecognize<!sovereignty and didn'tdidnt'' have the-

economic

thethe-

economleconomiceconoml resources to pursue thisthis-

matter

this-

muttermuttermattetmatter on a equaleqoal footingfoollOgfooling as did-

the
diddid-

thethe state and federal governmen-
The

government-
The

governmentgovernmen\governmen \

The NativeNallve communitycommumty ended up-

with
upup-

withwith the lessor in real terms ..

The economic and land paypay-pay¬-

mentmenl to the Native communitycommunity-
waswas set forth in the corporate-
structure

cQrporate-

slructure
cqrporatecorporate

structureslructure of the American system ,

althoughalthpugh alien to tnostII10sttptostAlaskatptostAlaska-

Natives
, AlaAlaskakaka-

Nativesi, Natives .,
11-

BecauseBecause of the naturenaturejofnatureoff:fofof thethe-

bconomlc
the-

economicbconomlceconomiceconomic Infrastructure set UpliP ,,

too100 few Native people wewerewere ready-

for
readyready-

forfor Such8uchouchouchanan undertaking .. Most-

regional
Mosl-

regional
MostMosl

regional and village corporations-
have

corporationscorporations-
havehave had minimal reconomic-

benefits
economicreconomiceconomic-

benefitsbenefits to sustain economic-
growth

economiceconomic-

llrowthgrowthllrowth thatthai will in the llenearclearr future-

generate
futurefuture-

generategenerate enough clout to10 hpldhold on-

to
onon-

toto their holdingsholdlOgs ..,

The land and natural resourcesresourCeS-
soso close tt6to the Native people willwUI

,

eVeneventuallyuallyallY get tiecjtietied<! up byy outside-
inter

outsideoutside-
interinterinterestst through the economic inin-

frast
in-

frast
in-in¬-

frastfrastructurecture of the corporatecorporate-
worl

corporate-

worl1
worlworld ,

worl1"Fo1"010 * the Native people to retain-

their
retainretain-

their
retain-

theirtheir { legitimate legal ''statusstatus'slalusslalus 10-

Ihelr
to10to-

their
theirjlegitimate
...ii 1.111.

jlegitimate
. ..11 . . . . . ..11 _ * _ _ fc . i . . . j. jIhelrtheir )landRand under the Native LandLand-

Claims
Land-

ClaimsClaims Settlement Act . The ma-

jority
mama-

Jority
ma-ma¬-

jority *lofoof' lands selected1selected' must bebe-

clear
be-

clearclear of politicalpoliticalandandandeconomiceconomic-
pressure

economiceconomic-
pressurepressure aaridaddd a land patent given-

to
given

to10 the Native people of Alaska in-

perpetuity
In-

perpetully
in

perpetuityperpetully . Anything else willwill-

eventually
will-

eventuallyeventually lead to assimilationasslmllation ofof-

these

of-

thesethese lands Into something the

. -

Native people were fighting to-

prevent
toto-

preventprevent with (thehe (requestequest for a land-

settlement
landlandIlandII

I,

settlement .

There arearc other flaws lnin '
|: the-

Settlement
thethe-

SettlementSettlement ActAcl of course , suchsuchsuchassuchasas I-

stock

II-

stockstock alienationalienatioallenatlo/lallenatlol/ , new/bornnewborntiew/borntiew/ ,

distribution of economic benefitsbenptitsbenefits-

to
benptits-

toto elders ,. etc , which will be ad-

dressed
adad-

dresaed
ad-ad¬-

dresseddresaed before 1991991t.. But the mostmost-

Important
most-

Importantimportant issue I believe Is thethe-

non
the-

noninterferencenonnon-interferencenoninterference--. interference of land andand-

natural
and-

naturalnatural resources use for Alaska-

Native
AlaskaAlaska-

NativeNative people to survive as In-

upaits
1n-

upalts
In-

upalts
In-In1n-1n-

upaltsupaits , Aleuts , Indians of Alaska

.


