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EIELSON AIR FORCE BASE
hundreds of friends fellow alaska
national guard members and
representatives from the other military
branches gathered sept 23 to attend
a memorial service honoring master
sgtmgt william malico and master sgtmgt
cheryl helgermanHelgennan

malico 36 and helgermanHelgennan 28
died in a sept 20 explosion and fire
which destroyed their air guard
KC 135 stratotankerStratotanker aircraft they
were boom operators responsible for
the inflight refueling of other aircraft
from their tanker

having bill here made every job
easier said lt col charles johns

he saw his job as being whatever
needed to be done

cheryl wasnt a quitter recall-
ed 2ndand lt wendy brennan she
always wanted more wanted to go
beyond

brig gen john stafford said it was
important to remember that malico
and geigermanhelgennanheigermanHelHeigennangerman died in the service of
their country

but dont forget they also lived
every day serving their country their
community their friends and their
families stafford said they were
good people

the cause of the explosion and fire
is still under investigation by a military
board


