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The Treaty of Cession , swiftyswlfty negotiatednegonegotiatedeo;'betweerfthebetween-betweenbetweenthebtWeen -: thetletle UnitedUnited-
States

United-
StatesStates and Russia in 1867 , did littlelItt1 tq'jdefinetqjdefine"tcdifitcdifi".

to?.
:':define1 . thetheytheyright, riirighthtof.AlhtofAlits(;:ofof ,. AlasAlas-Alas-

ka
.¬-

ka Natives . It did , however , set thethe&tage'forthetageforthe'siigethesiige'' stisge& ' foifor ,
xa's , relationshipreJationShlprelationship bebe-bebe-

tw
be-

tween
¬-

tweentw n the Government and NativesNativeswfNativeswhich.whichwhichwf.: ch holdsbolds'swayway eveneven todaytdaY..
Article nimIII of thetbe TreatyTreaCYTreatyy , almosta1ri1ost 'WanWan"as"anasan'""as

""
an- 'afterthought'statesan- afterthoughtstates'afterthought/afterthoughtafterthoughtstates'afterthoughttatatesafterthoughttatates/,'states the ,.tandfollowing : "TheThe" uncivilized tribestribeswilltribesCwlll-willwillCwlll-< bebe'subJectbesubJect' subject toto/suchtosuchto'suchtosuch/' 'such la1awlawsltlawslt-

and
' t

and regulations as the United , Statestates maymiy , fromf m timetfntfnietd,toUt' time , aJJaaJ-

dopt
Ja-

doptdopt in regard to aboriginal tribes ofo that country .."" *'. .

One-hundredOnehundredOnehundred-, and four yearsyem later, whenwhe the '

. Congress consentconsent-consent-
ed

consent-
ed

-¬-

ed to define what rights NativesNative. ' did possesspo ssl1y, bybyvbyvrtiie:,virtuertiiee fJfof aboriginaloriglnalaaboriginal-
occupancy

origlnalo-
ccupancyoccupancy , the language was vaguely familiarfam inJn , partppart.:;: Sectionctl n 2525-

of
25-

ofof the Settlement Act states , "TheThe'TqeTqe"'' SecretarySe tary
, .

is authorizedaauthorizedP1Qrzed' ! tot,
issueissue-

and
issue-

andand publish in the Federal Register-RegisterRegisterpursuant," - pursuant totto'thetothethe Administra-AdministraAdministrat-

ive
Admmistra-AdmmistraAdmbiistraAdmmistra-

tive
-.

tivetlve Procedure Act , such regulationsregulationsasas maymaybemaybenecessary
.

' bebenbe necessarynnecessaryc ' to carryc8.rryc8rrycarryc8.rry-

out
carry-

out
.

out the purposes of this Act ." ., /'''While Congress made a cleardear declaration of policy , the regularegula-regula-
tion

¬.-
tion draftersdraftetsdraftersdraftetsand, and the graygragray administrators 'securelysecurely' squirrelled a-aa-

way
aa-

way
-.

way in their mid-fiefdomsmidfiefdomsmid-fietdomsfietdoms- subverted theth!' intentofintent , ofotthethe law . BurBur-Bur-
densome

¬.-
densome easement 'provisionsprovisions', were writtenWJitten , andandand "conveyancesconveyances'conveyances'cc"' nveyances ofof-
lands

of-
landslands to the Natives Were painfully slow oror moremo oftenofteq nonexistentnonexistent..
Apart from misdeemsmisd ms of the bureaucrats , joversights.injoversightsin.oversioversi.oversights ':,.InJhein the oriori-ori-

ginal
¬.-

ginalginallegislatioqcamelegislationlegislatioqcame, ,came toJighttogbto].jght , NqN , definitiondermitl of ,
thetfiee rightsrightshtl! pfof thethe-

subsistenceuserforwtiom
the-

subsistenceuserowliomsubsistence-user-fbTwEomsubsistenceuserfbTwEomsubsistence-user-forwtiomforwtiomsubsistence-usero-wliomuserowliom-- ,--'? ?- therethere isis nono alternativelternativealternative
,

!."toto" too subsistence ,,
hadh d been provided . '

One section of the ClairisClainsClams Act provided for a further opportuopportu-opportu-
nity

¬.-
nitynlty to bring before the Congress further legis1aUon.andlegis1aUonandlegislationandlegislation ,,.. and hencehence-
to

hence-
toto bring to the Congress ' attention thethe failurefallure ,

'ofof-theofthef.thefthe.- the GovernmentGovernment-
toto implement the law earlier passed . Also existedgxlstedxxststd thethe'opportunltheopportunltheop,

.'opportuniiortuni-iortuniiortuni-
ty

¬.-
ty to bring forth the neglected subsistencesUbsiStensubsistencequestionsubsistence-questionsubsistencequestione.questionequestion-questionquestion-. . 'MuchMuch

.'
Much propro-pro-

gress
pro-

gress
-¬-

gress has been mademadi' by Natives ininbringlnd,;bringinginginlb bothbQth.lssuesbQthlssues,. issues to light ,.
with resulting development of favorable solutions to these probprob-prob-
lems

prob-
lems

¬-

lems . The legislation has been adoptedadoptd by thetbe House and is nownow-
before

now-
beforebefore the Senate .

Some have suggested delaying tactics to dispense with less atat-atatt-

ractive
at-

tractive
-¬-

tractive aspects of the proposal . Others, have suggested that mis-mislisthis-thismis-

judgements
this-

judgements
.:--

judgements of certain bureaucrats resulting in unfortunate butbut-
hastily

but-
hastilyhastily corrected incidents , 'willwill' Indicate poor future treatmenttreatment-
ofof subsistence users .

'

From the broader view , Natives had waited 104 yearsyem for aa-

resolution
a-

resolutionresolution of their rights . After settlementsetUenent waswas made , they havehave-
been

have-
beenbeen left with unfulfilledunfulr.IledunfulrIled. promises . WhileWhile-everyWhileevery'- everyvery efforteffdrteff rt must bebe-

made
be-

mademade to ensure as much as possible that thethe'" ' promises willwilll bebgbg-

keptkept with this legislation ,. time ris'IsIs' = s of the essenceessencessene . The promisespi'bmisespibmisespi'bmises-
must

pibmises-
must 'must be kept . ThereThel' should be no filibusterfllibustr. TheTbe drastic conseconse-conse-
quences

¬.-
quencesquen s of the failure to keep thethepromlsesthe-promisesthepromises:- promises in a timely mannernannmannermanner-

are
rr-

areare becoming evident on the 'frontfront' pageppagegegeofof this week'sweeksw k'sks' newspaewspa ¬.
per . They will be further evidentevideptevident In theth lives'UvesUves"' of neglected ., subsub-sub-

sistence
sub-

sistence
¬-

sistence users . '

. The promise best
.
be kept and thetbe deed bestst be done .


