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The Vigorous Fighter
" . . . You are getting paid fasterfaster-perhapsfasterperhaps-perhaps one hundredhundred-

years
hundred-

yearsyears fasterfaster-becausefasterbecause-because the Arctic Slope Native AssociationAssociatio-
nsaidNoNo

Associati-
onsaidNoNoNosaidsaid-No-NosaidNosaid-No-No-NosaidNo-No--No-NoNoNo-. No ! "

The above quotation is from the speech of thethe-
president

the-
presidentpresident of the Arctic Slope Native Association , JoJo-JoJo-
seph

Jo-
seph

¬-

seph Upicksoun , he gave during the Alaska FederationFederation-
ofof Natives ' conference in Anchorage recently .

The leaders of ASNA , right from the start , have beenbeen-
strong

been-
strongstrong , vigorous spokesmen for their people on thethe-
Arctic

the-
ArcticArcticHughNichollsSlope . Starting some seven years ago , the Hugh
Nicholls , Sam Taalaks , Charlie Edwardsons and JoeJoe-
Upicksouns

Joe-
UpicksounsjusticeforUpicksouns have been vociferous in trieHiethe fight for justice
for their people . The main basis for their fight waswas-
land

was-
landland . They wanted enough of it for Alaska nativesnatives-
and

natives-
andand perhaps a little more for the Arctic Slope becausebecause-
the

because-
thethe hunting patterns of the slope people covered moremore-
distances

more-
distancesdistances than in some other areas . This , we think , is aa-

reasonable
a-

reasonablereasonable demand .

It becomes even more reasonable with the followingfollowing-
quote

following-
quotequote from the same speech of Joe Upicksoun :

" . . . There is still another injury you have hit us with ,
and that is the cost of living difference . Using SeattleSeattle-
asas a base of 100 , construction costs at Ketchikan arear-
e125at125125-at125atare125at-at Anchorage around 16016Q-at16Qat160-at160--at Bethel 245245-and245and-and atat-
Sa

at-

Barrow365BarrowSaBarrow-365Barrow365rrow-rrowrrow365-365 ! "

That is a staggering difference . Something should bebe-
done

be-
donedone about it . We have , editorially , pointed this outout-
In

out-
inmIn the pastpast-thatpastthat-that freight rates and other thingsth ings be consiconsi-consi-
dered

consi-
dered

¬--
dered because if the Arctic Slope was given equalequal-
amounts

equal-
amountsamounts as other areas , the drain on the capital wouldwould-
be

would-
bebe much more than in other areas . This should surelysurelybebe considered . Otherwise , Arctic Slope is going to bebe-
shortchanged

be-
shortchangedshortchanged .

TheTheclaims-claimsclaims'claims-' bill as it came out from the jointj int concon-con-
ference

con-
ference

¬-
ference committee ,, and which was signed by PresidentPresident-
Nixon

President-
NixonNixon into law on December 18 , 1971 , has turned out toto-
be

to-
bebe rather unkind to the North Slope people . The patternpattern-
of

pattern-
ofof the fight for the equitable settlement of the claimsclaims-
was

claims-
waswas many times spearheaded by ASNA . The meat ofof-
the

of-

thethe sentiment for a certain stand was always there .
In fact , other organizations that make uptipp the AFN havehave-
learned

have-
learnedlearned some real basics from the arguments of ASNAASNA-
leaders

ASNA-
leadersleaders . Some presentations by the Slope leadersleaders-
W

leaders-
waswa.swasW lS. not always to the liking of others , including ourour-our-
selves

our-
selves

¬--

selves , but the logic was always there .

We think that some corrective measures should be
forthcomingbeforthcomingin the way of amendments to the billbill-
starting

bill-
startingstarting as early as January when Congress reconvenes .
In order that a strong attempt can be made for amendamend-amend-
ments

amend-
ments

¬-
ments to the bill starting as early as January whenwhen-
Congress

when-
CongressCongress reconvenes .

In order that a strong attempt can be . made forfor-
amendments

for-
amendmentsamendments , the organizations in the AFN should get
behindgetbehindASNA if that organization wishes to push forfor-
amendments

for-
amendmentsamendments for the goodgoodofof the Arctic Slope EskimosEsimos'( .
After all , those northernmost people have furnished somesome-
of

some-
ofofAlaskaNativethe real aims of the equitable solution to the Alaska.Native Land Claims .


