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IirmIlettersLelfers from Here and There Iii
. .

The Catholic UniversityUniversity-
ofof AmericaAmericAmeric-

ashington
America-

Washington
.:

Washington\ashingtonashington\'( , D.CDC. . 2001720017-

Dear, Dear Editor :

For the past few yearsyears I havehave-
'enjoyed'enjoyedenjoyed'.' the, friendship of manymany-

native
many-

nativenative leaders when they havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen in Washington , D.CDC. . andand-
even

and-
eveneven worked for a couple ofof-
months

of-

monthsmonths this summer as a volunvolun-volun-
teer

volun-
teer

¬-

teer helping the AFN any wayway-

that
way-

thatthat I could . I have usuallyusually-

tried
usually-

triedtried hard to mindmmd my ownown-

business
own-

businessbusiness and not to impose mymy-

ideas
my-

ideasideas on others but that is notnot-

easy
not-

easyeasy for a teacher to do . tIt-

understand
I-

understandunderstand that there is a greatgreatgreat-

deal
''

deal of confusion about thisthis-

bill
this-

billbill right now and for what theythey-

are
they-

areare worth I would like to tosstoss-

m
toss-

ininm a few ideas which have arisenansenansen-
from

arisen-
fromfrom mymy personal concern overov\rovrovr-
the

over-

the
\!

the ultimate consequences ofof-

tt1is

of-

thisthistt1is bill on the future happinesshappiness-
ofof the native people .

I think that anyone who hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen to Washington D.CDC. .. knowsknows-

whatwhat happens when a minorityminority-
Isis forced to immigrate to thethe-

cities
thth-

cities
e
es

cities . Not only are the streetsstreets-
unsafe

streets-
unsafe

s

unsafe but many of these poorpoor-
people

poopoo-

people
r

people are miserable .. I don'tdontdon't-
like

don ' t
like to see that happen to AlaAla-AlaAla-

skan
Ala-

skan
¬-

skan natives to the cities eithereither-
but

either-
but

r
but it Is already rapidly comingcoming-

about
coming-

about
g

about and the projects I havehave-
seen

havhav-
seen

e
seen in Anchorage closely rere-rere-
semble

re-

semble
-¬-

semble the slums down here . I,I-

personallypersonally know that many ofof-
of

oo-

of
f

of these people had to move toto-

the
tt-

the
o

the city because they becamebecame-
dependent

became-
dependentdependent upon cash and theythey-

couldn't
they-

couldn't
y

couldn'tcouldnt' afford to live in thethe-

village
thth-

village
e

village where prices were tootoo-

high
too-

highhigh and there was too littlelittle-

work
little-

work
e

work . I believe that anyoneanyone-
who

anyone-
who

e
who thinks about the mattermatter-
for

matter-
for

r

for a few minutes will realizerealize-

that
realize-

that
e

that pumping money into thethe-

villages
the-

villages
e

villages will increase the dependepen-depen-
dence

¬.-

dence that many have on cashcash-
and

cascas-

and
h

andandandmaymay actually cause prices toto-
go

tt-
go

o
ho

go higher there . This will inin-

turn
ii-

turn
n

turn result in many moving toto-

the
tt-

the
o

the city where they will cercer-cercer-
tainly

¬.-

tainly have problems both ecoeco-eco-

nomic
eco-ecoeco-

nomic
¬-

nomic and social..

Some say this can'tcant' be helpedhelped-

but
helped-

butbut IIwon'twon'twont' buy that . It can bebe-

If

bb-

if
e

if native leaders are willing toto-
deliver

tt-
deliver

o
deliver themselves from thethe-
hands

thth-

hands
e

hands of the lawyers and investmvestmvest-
m

invest-

ininm the future of their people . ItIt-

IS

It-

isis so simple ; just reduce the costcost-
of

cost-
ofof living in the villages by subsub-sub-
sidizing

sub-
sidizing

¬-

sidizing the cost of transportatransporta-transporta-
tion

transporta-
tion

¬-

tion of goods to the village .

They do that with farm goodsgoods-
down

goods-
downdown here and in army PX'sPXsPX's-
all

PX's-
all

'

all over the world .. AlaskanAlaskan-
natives

Alaskan-
nativesnatives have really been payingpaymgpaymg-
an

paying-
anan enormous tax for not havinghaving-
roads

having-
roadsroads and this puts their ecoeco-eco-
nomic

eco-
nomic

¬--

nomic base way out of line withwith-
the

with-
thethe rest of society . Make thethe-
price

the-
priceprice of bread and stove oil andand-
canned

and-
cannedcanned goods the same as in thetbetbe-
city

the-
citycity and the people will stay inin-

the
in-

thethe village . All other programsprograms-
ofof welfare , housing and startingstarting-
industries

starting-
industriesindustries will cost less and havehave-
aa better Chancethance of working . ItIt-

will
It-

willwill not put hot money intomtomto-
peoples

into-
peoplespeoples hands nor substitute forfor-
incentive

for-
incentiveincentive to earn . This planplan-
would

plan-
wouldwould work in a village , a regionregion-
oror the entire state . The nativenative-
people

native-
peoplepeople expect to get somethingsomething-
forfor their land and they are goinggoing-
to

going-
toto be disappointeddisappo nted now andand-

mad
and-

madmad as hell later on with theirtheir-
leaders

their-
leaders

'
leaders and the government ifif-

they
if-

theythey don'tdont' deliver .

Sincerely ,

James H . McAlear , Assoc . Prof .

Box 912912-

Ketchikan
912-

Ketchikan
912-

KetchikanKetchikan , Alaska 9990199901-

December
99901-

December
99901-

DecemberDecember 222 ? ., 19711971-

DearDear Sir :

Now that the Alaska NativeNative-

Land
Native-

LandLand Claims bill has passed andand-

much
and-

muchmuch of the furore surroundingsurrounding-
Itit has died down , I'dId' like toto-

comment
to-

commentcomment on something that ,

while., only incidental to thethe-
Claims

the-
ClaimsClaims billb II , is of direct concernconcern-
to

concern-
toto Alaskans with regard to ourour-
Congressional

our-
CongressionalCongressional delegation .

A couple of weeks prior toto-

passage
to-

passagepassage of the bill , I became con-concon-

cerhed
con-

cerned
con-

cerhed
-

cerhedcerned about some provisions ofof-

the
of-

thethe bill as reported in the press .

Accordingly , I attempted to callcall-

the
call-

thethe various members of the deledele-dele-
gation

dele-
gation

-¬-

gation to express my concern .

With the time difference bebe-bebe-

tween
be-

tween
¬-

tween KetchikanKetchlkan and WashingWashing-Washing-

ton
Washing-

ton
¬-

ton , ftieythey were not in theirtheir-

offICes
their-

officesoffices so50 I tried to reach themthem-
at

them-
atat home . Imagine my dismaydismay-

when
dismay-

whenwhen the operator told me SenSen-Sen-

ator
Sen-

ator
¬-

ator Stevens had a home phonephone-
but

phone-
butbut had requested that the numnum-num-

ber
num-

ber
¬-

ber not be released . The samesame-

was
same-

waswas true of Senator Gravel..
Only Representative BegichBeglch hadhad-

a
had-

aa listed home telephone and 'II'* II-

did

I-

diddid talk to him at some length .

' "

We in 'AlaskaAlaska' have alwaysalways-

been
always-

beenbeen proud of the fact that , duedue-
to

due-
toto our . small population , ourour-
public

our-
publicpublic officials were readilyreadily-

accessible
readily-

accessibleaccessible to the Alaskan manman-

on
man-

onon the street with problems oror-

opinions

or-

opinionsopinions to talk about.. MostMost-

state
Most-

statestate officials are stillstili accessibleaccessible-
by

accessible-
byby telephone and CongressmanCongressman-
Beglch

Congressman-
BegichBegichBeglch , in the true AlaskanAlaskartAlaskanAlaskantra!

,

tratra-tratra-

dition
tra-

dition

¬--

dition , seemed most happyh8ppy tototorerere-rere-

ceIve
re-

ceive

¬--

ceive my call .. But what aboutabout-
Stevens

about-
StevensStevens and Gravel ? Surely thethe-

number

the-

numbernumber of Alaskans who areare-
willing

are-
willingwilling to payPlY< for a call toto-
Washington

to-
WashingtonWashington are not so manymany-

that
many-

thatthat they wouldvyould become a propro-pro-

blem
pro-

blem
¬--

blem . Or is it that they feelfeel-
they

feel-
theythey are somewhat "aboveabove" " thethe-
man

the-
manman on the street or previousprevious-

officeoffice holders '? Let us hopehope-
other

hope-
otherother public officials don'tdont' beginbegin-
to

begin-
toto follow their example and trytry-
to

try-
toto isolate themselves from thethe-
public

the-
publicpublic .

Yours truly ,

Warren LL. Bienek .


