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Power Pole at Village'sVillages' Burial Grounds . . .
(Continued from page 6)6)

calls stories of old battles withwith-

Eskimos
with-

EskimosEskimos who stole theiitheir womenwomen-
and

women-
andand ofofaa fierce warrior calledcalled-

Esau
called-

EsauEsau who was barely over fourfour-

feet
four-

feetfeet tall .

Uncle Paul also remembersremembers-
the

remembers-
thethe flu epidemisepidemic of 1919 .

"ManyMany" , many people died ,
,"" hehe-

said
he-

saidsaid . "InIn" that time , there waswas-

not
was-

notnot even time to buildbutld a coffin .

The bodies were wrapped inin-

canvas
in-

canvascanvas and put in the ground .
"

'ThisThis"This'" used to be a big comcom-com-

munity
¬.-

munity , but many people dieddied-

of
died-

ofof influenza . A few womenwomen-

survived
women-

survivedsurvived , two or three men , andand-

two
and-

twotwo children out of the wholewhole-

vIllage
whole-

villagevillage who for some reasonreason-

didn't
reason-

didn'tdidn'tdidnt' get sick ."
Those who make up the vilviivil-vilvil-

lage
¬.-

lage now came there fromfr0m manymany-

other
many-

otherother places . "AA" lot from thethe-

Wood
the-

WoodWood River area , Holy Cross ,
Ft . Yukon , Cantwell ; DavidDavid-

Esau
David-

EsauEsau and Margaret John fromfrom-

Tolvanna
from-

TolvannaTolvanna . Susie Boatman hashas-

probably
has-

probablyprobably lived in the villagevillage-

longer
village-

longerlonger than anyone . "
Burial in Nenana today isI-

Sdone
is-

donedone by family and friends .

It is a community activity .

"YearsYears"VearsVears" agojlgo ," said Uncle Paul ,

"theythey" used to cover them withwith-

birch
with-

birchbirch bark . In Northway aa-

long
a-

longlong time ago , they used to

burn the dead . In Nulato andand-

Kaltag
and-

KaltagKaltag the sleds , guns , and whatwhat-what-

ever
what-

ever

¬-

ever a man owned were putPltlrit: intointo-

aa little shack on top of thethe-

grave

the-

gravegrave . No one was supposed toto-

touch
to-

touchtouch a dead man'smans' things . "
There was always a big pot-potpot-

latch
pot-

latch
-.

latch when someone died .

'TheyThey"They'"' don'tdont' do it becausebecause-

they're
because-

they'rethey'retheyre' happy someone died ,
,""

he saidsud; , "butbut" to comfort thethe-

family
the-

familyfamily .
"

As recently as last year aa-

very
a-

veryvery large potlatch was heldheldininIn-

Nenana
in-

NenanaNenana . Potlatches are usuallyusually-

held
usually-

heldheld in the Native AssociationAssociation-
Hall

Association-
HallHall . There is always a gathergather-gather-

ing

¬.-

ing109 , if only for tea , coffee , andand-

sandwiches
and-

sandwichessandwiches . On Sept.. 7 therethere-

was
there-

waswas tot\ttbe\) be the burial ofofananan-

infant
an-

infantinfant who died at birth . TheThe-

village
The-

villagevillage would drop in later atat-

the
at-

thethe home of the family .

'That'sThats"That's'" '' another thing wewe-

need
we-

needneed ," said young Demientieff ,
"AA" clinic!! We lost two babiesbabies-

this
babies-

thisthis year . "

Asked how many NativeNative-

deaths
Native-

deathsdeaths occur in the village inin-

a

in-

aa year'syears' time , MitchMitchshookshook hishis-

head
his-

headhead . "II" don'tdont' know . WeWe-

bury
We-

burybury a lot of them . "

One of the mothers who lostlost-

aa baby could not climb the

steep hill to the cemetery forfor-

the
for-

thethe burialbunal . An old man whowho-

lost
who-

lostlost his wife was also too weakweak-

for
weak-

forfor the rough path uphill .

Part of the year it is possiblepossIble-

toto drive almost to the cemetery ,

but one road is closed in winterwmterwmter-
and

winter-
andand the other goes only partpart-

way
part-

wayway , and for some distance hashas-

to
has-

toto be traversed by foot..

"PicturePicture" six. men trying toto-

keep
to-

keepkeep in step carrying a heavyheavy-

coffin
heavy-

coffincoffin along railroad ties ,
,"" saidsaid-

Mitch
said-

MitchMitch . 'ThenThen"Then'" you'veyouve' stillstili gotgot-

the
got-

thethe hillhili to make .,
"

Add snow and ice and thethe-

task
the-

tasktask., becomes near impossible1posslbleI .

The present cemetery has exex-exex-

panded
¬.-

panded upward . The olderolder-

graves
older-

gravesgraves are mostly lower ,. newernewer-

ones
newer-

onesones higher .

Demientieff pointedpoilted! fartherfarther-
along

farther-
alongalong the cliff by the cemeterycemetery-
toto two tall spruce trees closeclose-

together
close-

togethertogether , dark and broodingbrooding-
among

brooding-
amongamong the lighter golds of thethe-

autumn
the-

autumnautumn hillside .

'That'sThats"That's'" ' where I'dId' like toto-

beburied
to-

beeburiedbe\buriedbeburiedbee\buriedbee\\ when I die ," he said ,
"rightright" there between those twotwo-

spruce
two-

sprucespruce trees . Sometimes I havehave-

to
have-

toto get away by myself and II-

walk

I-

walkwalk up here on the hill oror-

alollg
or-

alongalongalollg the river . Sometimes II-

climb

I-

climbclimb up and sit right there

between those two trees andand-

think
and-

thinkthink about thingsthlOgs .,
"

'ThoseThose"Those'" poles have been therethere-

aa long time . Maybe nobody everever-

thought
ever-

thoughtthought about itIt.. One day I'mImI'm-

standmg
I'm-

standing ''standingstandmg there and I thinkt/unktunk/ aboutabout-

It
about-

ititIt.. But I don'tdont' make up mymy-

mmd
my-

mindmindmmd what to do rightnght away . "
An old Athabascan sayingsaymg isI-

Sthat

is-

thatthat a good chiefchiefISis a slowslow-

thinker
slow-

thinkerthinker.. The chiefchiefofof NenanaNenanaI-

Sis not a young man in a hurry ,

but after much thinkingthinkmg , hehe-

has
he-

hashas come to a decision aboutabout-
the

about-
thethe burial ground of his people .

'TheThe"The'"' pole must come down ,"
said the young chief .

Several men of the villagevillage-

have
village-

havehave considered taking a chainchain-

saw
chain-

sawsaw to it but are awaitingawaIting thethe-

outcome
the-

outcomeoutcome of voluntary action byby-

the
by-

thethe railroad and/orandor/ whoeverwhoever-
owns

whoever-
ownsowns it .

In the book "BuryBury" My HeartHeart-

At
Heart-

AtAt Wounded Knee ," author DeeDee-

Brown
Dee-

BrownBrown quotes a warrior calledcalled-

Shunkaha
called-

ShunkahaShunkaha Napin , Wolf Necklace :

"II" never want to leave thisthis-

country
this-

countrycountry ; all my relatives areare-

lying
are-

lyinglying here in the ground , andand-

when
and-

whenwhen I fall to pieces IIamamam-

going
am-

goinggoing to fall to piecesplcces here . "
Many relativesrelativcs of the peoplepeople-

of
people-

ofof Nenana are lying in thethe-

ground
the-

groundground .
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LEGALLEGAL NOTICENOTICEI-

NVITATION

NOTICEI-

NVITATIONINVITATION FOR BIDSBIOSBIDS-
STATE

BIOS-
STATESTATE OF ALASKAALASKA-

DEPARTMENT
ALASKA-

DEPARTMENTDEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYSHIGHWAYS-

SealedSealed bids In Single copy forfor-
furnishing

for-
furnishingfurnishing all labor , materialS , andand-
equipment

and-
equipmentequipment ., and performing all workwork-
on

work-
onon ProjectProtect 5S 99999999(1)99991( I ) & F 99999999(1)99991( II) .,

School Crossing FlahersFlashers, 7 LaLoLa-

cations
Lo-

cationscations In Southeast Alaska descrobeddescribeddescrobed-
herein

described-
hereinherein , will be received until 2 0000-
p.m

00-
p.mp.mpm. . prevailing time ., September 21 .,

1972 In Ihethe Commlssloner'sCommlsslonersCommissioner'sCommissioners' Office .,

DeparlmenlDepartment of Highways ., 1landIsland1land-
Cenler

Island-
Center

,
CenlerCenter Building , Dou91asDouglas ,. Alaska ,.

This proJeclprotect will conSist ofof-

furnishing
of-

furnishingfurnishing and placing slandardstandardslandard-
schaal

standard-
schoolschaalschool crosSing lIashersflashers In Haines ,

skagway ., Juneau-DouglasJuneauDouglas- ., Wrangell ,

PelersburgPetersburg ., and SilkSitkaa , Alaska .
lIemsItems of work conSislconsist of thethe-

follOwln9
the-

followingfollOwln9following 876 SQuare feet 0ofof-

standard
'

standard signs , 48 signs to be rere-

moved
re-

movedmoved and disposed , 7 standardstandard-
signs

standard-
signssigns to be relocated , 14 flashingflashing-
beacon

flashing-
beaconbeacon systems , lump sumsure , allall-

required
all-

requiredrequired .

All work shall be completed In
120 Calendar days..

Plans and specifications may bebe-

oblalned
be-

obtainedoblalnedobtained by all who have a bonabona-
lode

bona-
fidelodefide need for Ihemthem for biddingbidding-
purposes

bidding-
purposespurposes from the Chief DeSignDeSign-
Engineer

Design-
EngineerEngineer ., P . O . BoBox. 1467 , Juneau ,

Alaska 99801 . Plans may bebe-

e.amlned
be-

examinede.amlnedeamlnedexamined. alat Department of HighwayHighway-
Offices

Highway-
OfficesOffices In Anchorage ., FaorbanksFairbanks ,

Valdez .

B . A . CampbellCampbell-
Commissioner

Campbell-
CommissionerCommissioner of HighwaysHighways-

PublishPublish SeptembarSeptember 6 and 13 ,. 1972 .

EQUAL HOUSIN-
GOPPORTUNITY

HouseHOUSING
OPPORTUNITYOPPOOPPOHouseRTUNIT

HouseRTUNIT
RTUNITNO-

TICENOTICE OF INTENTINTENT-

TheThe Alaska Federation of NativesNatives-
Housing

Natives-
HousingHousing AuthorttyAuthority Is planning toto-
advertise

to-
advertiseadvertise for developers for the con-concon-

slructlon
-.

slructlonstruction of 332 single familyfamily-
housing

family-
housinghousing units In 14 villages appoappoxiappoxi-
mately

. '
mately October 16 ., 1972 . TheseThese-
units

These-
unitsunits w,11w11will, be bUilt undelundai the Depart-DepartDepart-
ment

Depart-
ment

-

ment of HouSIng and Urban Deve-DeveDeve-
lopment's

Deve-
lopment's

-

lopment'slopments' Turnkey 111111 Method ofof-

Construction
of-

ConstructionConstruction .
This notice of Intent IS Issued 10to10-

91ve

to-
give91vegive prospective developers an opop-

porlunlty
op-

portunItyporlunltyportunIty to Inspect the project sitessites-
prior

sites-
priorprior 10to winter and before the formalformal-
advertisement

formal-
advertisementadvertisement daledate . The bid openopen-
Ings

open-

ingsIngs will be a minimum of 35 daysdays-

from
days-

fromfrom the date of the formal adveradver-

tlsement
adver-

tisementtlsementtisement In October ., which willwill-
appear

will-
appearappear In the legal section of thlthisthis-
paper

'
paper .

Information on the proJectprotect lo-lolo-

cations
lo -.

cations In each village , preliminarypreliminary-
schematics

preliminary-
schematicsschematics of the floor plans andand-

elevations
and-

elevationselevations ., and the estimated numbernumber-
of

number-
ofof two ., three ., and four bedroombedroom-
units

bedroom-
unitsunits to be built In each village cancan-
be

can-
bebe obtained from the Alaska Federa-FederaFedera-
tion

Federa-
tion

-

tion of Natives ., 1675 C str.tstrtStreet. .,

Anchorage ., Alaska 99501 .,
IItt Is anticipated that when aa-

category
a-

categorycategory ., as listed below , containscontains-
more

contains-
moremore than one village , developersdevelopers-
will

developers-
willwill be requldrequired,. to submit a pro-propro-
posal

pro-
posal

-

posal on all villages within fhatthatfhat-
category

that-
categorycategory . The "llIagesllIagesvillages" e.pectedepectedexpected. toto-

be
to-

bebe built In each village are asas-

follows
as-

followsfollows :

Cat8\l0ryCat8l0ryCategory\ AA-

Gambell
A-

GambellGambell 3030-
Savoonga

30-
SavoongaSavoonga 2121-
TotalTotal 5555-

CategoryCategory B8B-

Wales
8-

WalesWales 1818-

Teller
18-

TellerTeller .3l3l3a.! .
TotaTotal ' 4848-

CategoryCat8\l0ryCat8l0ryCategory\ CC-

Shaktoollk
C-

ShaktoollkShaktoollk 2020-
Unalakleet

20-
UnalakleetUnalikHUnalakleet 2020-

Stebbins
20-

StebbinsStebblnsStebbins 2020-
St

20-
StSt . MlctiaelMichael A25AT-

otal
..

TotalTotal-

Category

8585-

CategoryCategoryCat8\l0ryCat8l0ry\ O00-
St

0-
StSt . Mary'sMarys' 2020-
Andrufsky

20-
AndreafskyKndreafskyAndrufskyAndreafsky 1010-

Pltk's
10-

Pltka'sPltka'iPltkaiPltk'sPltksPltka'sPltkas. ' Point .uu1a..
Total 4444-

CategoryCat8\l0ryCat8l0ryCategory\ EE-

Fort
E-

FortFort Yukon 4040-

CategoryCategory FF-

Toglak
F-

ToglakToglak 3030-

CategoryCat8\l0ryCat8l0ryCategory\ GG-

Sand
G-

SandSandI KOiniPoint jojo-

n

3030-

WhenWhenWherln cocontactingcontactlcontact ) uuss, pleatpluseplease* ipecl-ipeclweel-weelspecl-speclipecl-
category

weel-
fy

spec-
ly

-

fyy the catcategory< < or; categories ) InIn-

oh
In-

vhichvhlchvhichoh Ich you .rereare<. IntereltedInterested .

Michael DonlteDozetteDonlte-
Executivi

Dozette-
ExecutiveExecutiviExecutive Director

j


