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ACV 'Arcticrc c Test CentersCenterlCenterCenterlTed: Ted Stevens
An Arctic test and developdevelop-develop-

ment
develop-

ment
¬-

ment center could be constructconstruct-construct-
ed

construct-
ed

¬-

ed in Alaska for the developdevelop-develop-

ment
develop-

ment
¬-

ment of transportation by airair-

cushion
air-

cushioncushion vehicles if a recommenrecommen-recommen-
dation

recommen-
dation

¬-

dation by Senator Ted StevensStevens-
of

Stevens-
ofof Alaska is adopted .

The Alaska Republican rere-rere-

publIcan
re-

publican

¬-

publican recommended that thethe-

Department
the-

DepartmentDepartment of Defense and thethe-

Department
the-

DepartmentDepartment of TransportationTransportation-
construct

Transportation-
constructconstruct the center to advanceadvance-

development
advance-

developmentdevelopment dates of the ACVACV-

for
ACV-

forfor Arctic use to the late 1970's1970s' .

Air cushion vehiclesvelllc1es are comcom-com-

pletely
com-

pletely
¬-

pletely supportedsupportedandand propelledpropelled-
onon a cushioncuslllon of air.. ACVACV-

may
ACV-

maymay be capable ofofcarrYlOgofcarryingcarryingcarrYlOg paspas-pas-

sengers
pas-

sengers
¬-

sengers and freightfrclght weighingwelghrngwelghrng-

from
weighing-

fromfrom 25 to 100 tons up to
1,0001000, miles .

Stevens said that the ACVACV-

"could
ACV-

"could"couldcould" provide the menasmenns ofof-

transforffilOg
of-

transformingtransformingtransforffilOg the Arctic OceanOcean-

from
Ocean-

fromfrom an impassable barrierbarner intorntornto-

another
into-

anotheranother Mediterranean .

Many of the major worldworld-

powers
world-

powerspowers are more easily accesacces-acces-

sible
acces-

sible
¬-

sible across the polar icecap thanthan-

by
than-

byby any other route from thethe-

U.S
the-

U.SU.SUS. . The strategic value ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska as the only AmericanAmericans-

Oil
American-

soilsoil on the shores of the ArcticArctic-

Ocean
Arctic-

OceanOcean is clear..

"WithWith" rapid advances in10 otherother-
means

other-
meansmeans of transportation alreadyalready-
occurnng

already-
occurringoccurringoccurnng , we should not taketake-

aa back seat min the constructionconstructIOn-
ofof these craftcralt nor in the devedeve-deve-

lopment
deve-

lopment
¬-

lopment of the Arctic as a transtrans-trans-

portation
trans-

portation
¬-

portation center..
" Stevens said .

"StudiesStudies" have shown that air3Jf3J-
fcuslllon

air-

cushioncushioncuslllon vehicles , properly engiengi-engi-
neered

engi-
neered

¬-

neered , can help solve some ofof-

Alaska's
of-

Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' problems created byby-

prohIbItIve
by-

prohibitiveprohibitive highway buildingbUt/dlObUtdlObuildinF/
?,

costs and engineeringengineermg problems ,
',

Stevens said .

One study contends thatthat-

ACV
that-

ACVACV transportation could propro-pro-

foundly
pro-

foundly
¬-

foundly improvelffiprove transportationtransportation-
reliability

transportation-
reliabilityreliability inm Alaska , stimulatestimulate-
the

stimulate-
thethe use of resources in the StateState-
and

State-
andandandImproveimprove the economic lotlot-

of
lot-

ofof Alaskans , notably mIn ruralrural-

areas
rural-

areasareas .

It wouldwouldalsoalso have a minimim-mimmini-mim-

mum
mini-

mum
¬-

mum environmental impact..

ConcerningConcernmg the Navy'sNavys' rolerole-

Stevens
role-

StevensStevens said that the Navy hashas-

performed
has-

performedperformed tests of a small ACVACV-

at
ACV-

atat the Advanced Research ProPro-Pro-

jects
Pro-

jects
¬-

jects Agency near Barrow , AlasAlas-Alas-

ka
Alas-

ka
¬-

ka , inm order to gather engineerengineer-engineer-
ing

engineer-
ing

¬-

ing data related to the Arctic .

The ACV successfully opop-opop-

erated
op-

erated
¬-

erated on the snow , ice , tundratundra-
and

tundra-
andand the polar ice pack .

Earlier this year , Stevens hadhad-

partIcipated
had-

participatedparticipatedparticipatedininm testing on ChesaChesa-Chesa-

peake
Chesa-

peake
¬-

peake Bay , near WashingtonWashmgton , byby-

the
by-

thethe Coast Guard to demonstratedemonstrate-
thethe capabilities of experimentalexpenmentalexpenmental-
air

experimental-
airair cushion vehicles to governgovern-govern-

ment
govern-

ment

¬-

ment officials .

Stevens said the 10-ton10tonIO-tonIO-- momo-momo-

del
mo-

del
¬-

del he had inspected and takentaken-

aa ride on was capable of opop-opop-

eratmg
op-

erating

¬-

eratingeratmg on land , water , or ice atat-

speeds
at-

speedsspeeds up to 70 knots .

It "floatedfloated" on a cushion oror-

air
or-

airair generated by a 7-foot7foot- centcent-cent-

nfugal
cent-

rifugal
¬-

rifugalnfugal fan and could clearclear-

obstacles
clear-

obstaclesobstacles up to five feet highhIgh-

and
high-

andand ditches over 10 feet widewIde-

and
wide-

andand 8 feet deep ," Stevens said .

The test and developmentdevelopment-
center

development-
centercenter suggested by StevensStevens-
would

Stevens-
wouldwouldwouldcoordinatecoordinate the facilitiesfacilities-
of

facilities-
ofof several governmental agencies .

"FundsFunds" may be included inin-

the
in-

thethe fiscal 1974 budget for thethe-

Federal
the-

FederalFederal Railroad AdministrationAdmimstratlonAdmimstratlon-
to

Administration-
toto initiate a program for aa-

demonstration
a-

demonstrationdemonstration ofofanan ACVACVininmm-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska .

"ItIt" is considered that thethe-

required
the-

requiredrequired technology is availableavailable-

and
available-

andand the primary objective ofof-

the
of-

thethe proposed demonstrationdemonstration-
would

demonstration-
wouldwould be to evaluate cost , perper-perper-

formance
per-

formance
¬-

formance and overall effectiveeffective-effective-
ness

effective-
ness

¬-

ness of ACV operation in thethe-

Alaskan
the-

AlaskanAlaskan environmentenvironmenvironrrrpntnt ," StevensStevens-
said

Stevens-
saidsaid . //
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SenatorSenatol" Ted StevensSteven--StevenStevenI- is1,414I ", picturedplctul"l'dplctulld"' m111in airall" cuhionCU-hlOllCUhlOllcushioncuhionehic*:- \ehicehicH'hleHhleH'hle-

ACY
\% ehicehic-

ACV
'

( ACVACY ) priorpnnr to a11 test ridende on ChesapeakeChesapl'aheChesaplahe' Hayflayl1a\l1al1aIll'ar.\ ' nearIll'arIllar' \\\ asaslasl-

inston
as-

ingtoninjrtoninstonington.; ,. D.CDCD . ( '
. The AlaskaAla-kaAlaka:- RepublicanRepublican hishtshas, recommendedrecomnwnded tht h :,

agenciesag-encil'1\agencil'1encil1agencil'1oj- '\ olojof the Federal government constructcont_ ruet ai centerCl'nClncenter-
Alaska

' tE'rtEr' II-

AlaskaAlaska for thetl1(> developmentewlopment of transportationtranspol"tatlontranspoltatlon" lInb\bbAC's> \ ACYAC\ACAC'sACsACIAC-

the
AC's-

the
\"' I

the Arctic
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This project is funded by the City ofof-

Fairbanks

of-

FairbanksFairbanks , Housing & Urban DevelopDevelop-Develop-

ment

Develop-

ment

¬-

ment and Environmental ProtectionProtection-

Agency

Protection-

AgencyAgency . Part of the requirements of
,,

this project is Equal EmploymentEmplEmpl6ymentyment Op-

portunity
OpOp-OpOp-

port

¬-

portunityportunity , regardless ofofracerace , creed ,
.

color , national origin or sex .

.

YUKON SERVICE , INC.. has participatedparticipated-
inin this type of Construction before andand-

we

and-

wewe are an Equal Opportunity Employer .

. " . " " . . " , . . . . " . . .

RurALRurALCAPAwardedCAP AwardedA\VardedAVarded\ .

$813,000813000$ , to Be UsedforforHeadforHead Start
Sen . Ted'Ted' Stevens announcedannounced-

that
announced-

thatthat Rural Alaska CommunityCommumtyCommumty-
ActIOn

Community-
ActionAction Program has been awardaward-award-

ed
award-

ed
¬-

ed $88$813,000813000$ 1 3,0003000, inm federal funds .

The grant is earmarked forfor-

the
for-

thethe headstart program andandISis to

provide pre-schoolpreschool- trainingt ramlOg forfor-

clllldrcn
for-

childrenchildrenclllldrcn from low incomemcome famifamI-famI-

lIes

fami-

lies
¬-

lies .

AccordingAccordmg to Stevens , 85115185I115-

1children

85I-

children
1

children will behe provided lorfor onon-

a

on-

aa part-daypartday- basis , with the funds .


