Census gears up for count

by Holly F. Reimer

Tundra Times reporter

Ten years ago there were 64,103
Alaska Natives living in Alaska.

Twenty years ago the Native

population numbered 30.814.
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The first census was taken soon after
the 13 Colonies broke their ties with
Great Britain. The new nation had a
dept to pay from the Revolutionary
War, and it was decided that the cost
would be divided y among the
people. There was also a need to find
out many people there were so
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members could be accurately ap-
pointed to the House of Represen-
tatives.

So the census was in 1787
as part of the U.S. Constitution in Ar-
ticle 1, Section 2.

The census is strictly protected, by
law, to keep all census questionnaire
information'confidential. The Census
Bureau cannot give any information
out at all. And the form doesn’t even
ask for an individual’s Social Securi-
ty number.

Today filling out the census form,
and returning it, is very important.
The outcome determines more than
how many ntatives each state
gets, These statistics determine how
much money areas can be funded by
federal, state and municipal
governmenis.

The data determine the unemploy-
ment rate. The Census Bureau counts
the number of men, women and
children. It counts the American In-
dian, Eskimos and Aleut populations.

The Census also gathers other vital

statistical information, such as source
of water and method of sewage

disposal.

Some of the federal ies that use
the census data are the of
Education, Health and Social Services,
even the Indian Health Service. And
a lot of this funding § on how
many Alaska Natives are in the
state.

Census day is April 1, 1990, and the
Alaska Census Bureau branch is gear-
ing up for it.

Census Carlsson also
said that because of today's co
techno during this census all the
information will be available a lot
earlier than in the past.

The Census Bureau doesn’t want
to be left out of the count. So
the homeless in every state in the na-
tion will get counted during a visit to
the homeless shelters and the streets
on the night before census day.
The cost of the census for the en-
tire U.S. is $10 billion over the 10 year
period.



