
sealaskasemlaskaSealaska receives
fort tongass site

JUNEAU sealaskasemlaskaSealaska corp recent-
ly received conveyance to the 11411.4
acre fort tongass site located on
tongass island on nakat bay near the
southern tip of alaskasalanskas panhandle ac-
cording to sealaskaalaskasemlaskaSe spokesmen

we are very pleased to have
secured this historic site because of its
importance to our native people par-
ticularlyticularly the members of the tongass
tribe said marlene johnson
sealaskaalaskasemlaskaSe board chairman

robert W loescher sealaskaalaskasemlaskaSe
senior vice president for resource
management said the conveyance was
particularly significant because the
fort tongass site was originally
selected by Sealaska under section
14hl14h114 hl of the alaska native claims
settlement act but was subsequently
rejected by the bureau of indian aff-
airs and the bureau of land
management

Sealaska appealed those decisions
and we werewero successfulsuccesiful in securing
this parcel ofproperty which is impor-
tant to the heritage of ourou native peo-
ple loescher said

loescher gave credit to ernest
hillman jr sealaskaalaskasemlaskaSe land manager
for his work on the successful appeal

A member of the tongass tribe also
said he was pleased

1I know it was a tough battle with
the BIA and the BLM but to the
tongass tribe which has been
reorganized it was a real breath of
fresh air sasaididDondon hoff a tribe
member on behalf of the tribe I1
would like to thank Sealaska corp
for acquiring the titletide for the village

v island
hoff noted that the site has great

value to the tribe because many of
their totems were taken from there for
storage


