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ATHABASCANS EXPRESS EDUCATIONEDUCATION-
NEEDS

EDUCATION-
NEEDSNEEDS - DrDr.. Ken LmseyLinsey from the WorldwideWorldwide-
Education

Worldwide-
EducationEducation Research Institute conducts a studystudy-
to

study-
toto determine what rural Athabascans rate as theirtheir-
highest

their-
highesthighest education needs . Similar groups metmet-

all

met-

allall over the state of TlmgitsTllngitsTlingits , HaidasHaldas ,. Eskimos

--- - - ---and Aleuts . Coming from all walks of life"fefe" , thethe-
Native

the-
NativeNative people contributedcontnbuted their ideas on what is151-

5needed
is-

neededneeded for their children . Results of the surveysurvey-
will

survey-
willwill be used by the State Board of Education toto-

plan
to-

planplan new programs for Native schoolsschools-

Photo
schools-

Photo
schools-

Photo
.
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STATEWIDE EDUCATION SURVEY
Despite Some CriticismCriticism-

Hurriedly
Criticism-

HurriedlyHurriedly AssembledAssembled-

Survey

Assembled-

SurveySurvey Brings SurprisesSurprisesB-
yBy JACQUELINE GLASGOWGLASGOW-

Staff
GLASGOW-

StaffStaff WriterWriter-

FAIRBANKS

Writer-

FAIRBANKSFAIRBANKS - Native self-determinationselfdetermination- played aa-

part
a-

partpart in a statewide survey on education conducted forfor-

the
for-

thethe State Board of Education throughout Alaska thisthis-

month
this-

monthmonth .

A team from Worldwide Education Research Institute
inm Salt Lake City , Utah , concon-con-
ducted

con-
ducted

¬-

ductedductednatlveattenductednativeattendednative-attendednativeattendednatlve-attennatlveatten- ed seminarsseminars-
FaIrbanks

seminars-
FairbanksFairbanks , Nome ,. Bethel , Jun-JunJun-
eau

Jun-
eau

Jun-
eau

-

eau , KodiakKodlJkKodlJkandKodiakandandandotherother localitiesbcaiitiesbcaiities-
throughout

localities-
throughoutthroughout the statestate-

The
state-

The
state-

TheThe survey was ordered byby-

the
by-

thethe state as partJart( ofofaa needsneeds-

assessment
needs-

assessmentassessment analysis , taking intoInto-
account

into-
accountaccountregIOnaldifferencesculturalculturalandandandregIOnalregional
differences . Rather than havinghavmghavmg-
outsiders

having-
outsidersoutsiders assess their needs , anan-

attempt
an-

attemptattempt was beingbemg made to havehave-
EskImos

have-
EskimosEskimos , Aleuts , TlmgitsTlmgltsTlingits , Hai-HailIal-lIalllai-llaiHai-

das
lIal-

das
llai-

das
-

das , AthabascansAthabJscans , and so onon-

express
on-

expressexpress their own idea of thethe-

needs
the-

needsneeds inm education for theirthelfthelf-

are
their-

areasareasare as .

Participants inm the programprogram-
were

program-
werewere asked to rate a list ofof-

subjects
of-

subjectssubjects accordingaccordmg to imporImpor-Impor-
tance

impor-
tance

¬-

tance . Each cultural group tlvthoth' nn-

chose
n-

chosechose those of the most criticalcntlcalcntlcal-
pnonty

critical-

priorityprioritypnonty for intensivemtensive discussion .

Native groups were asked toto-

select
to-

selectselect people from all walks ofof-
lIfe

of-
lifelife to aidaidinin the survey traptrap-trap-
pers

¬.-

pers , fishermen , homemakers ,

students , government workers ,

eteetcete-
In

etc-
InIn FairbanksFJlrbanks , the NativeNJtlve AsAAs-AsAs-

sociation
¬-

sociationSOCIJtlOn contacted 15 AthabasAthJbJAthabas-Athabas-
can

¬'-
can IndiansIndlJns FNA'sFNAs' EducationEducJtlonEducJtlon-
ChJlrman

Education-
ChairmanChairmanChJlrman , Emma WidmarkWldmark , waswas-

given
was-

givengiven only two days notice toto-

mJke
to-

makemakemJke the selectionsselecllons and notifynotify-
the

notify-
thethe people . HurriedHurnedflurried phone callscalls-

and
(;allsalls-

andand flightsnights were arrangedarranged-
Colleen

arranged-
Colleen

arranged-
ColleenColleen Redman fromfromfromthethethe-

Boardmg
the-

BoardingBoardingBoardmg Home Program quicklyqUickly-

contacted
quickly-

contactedcontacted Athabascans livingIIvmg inmm-

town
in-

towntowntown andandarrangedarranged for others toto-

come
to-

comecome in from the bush . SomeSome-

delegates
Some-

delegatesdelegates were flownnown in on charchar-char-

ter
char-

ter
¬-

ter flightsnIghts .

Victor Nickolas of KaltagKaltag-

saJd

Kaltag-

saidsaidsaJd , "InIn" general the output waswas-

great
was-

greatgreat.. " He said the discussionsdIscussIOns-

Inin Fairbanks included suchsuchItemsitemsItems-

as
items-

asas the need for Native youngyoung-young-
sters

young-
sters

¬-

sters to be able to get up andand-

speak
and-

speakspeak , to voice theirthetr opinionsoplnlom inIn-

a

in-

aa group
groupAnother

Another suggestionuggestlOn by vilvil-vilvil-

lages

vil-

lages

¬-

lages waswa the need for a gym inIn-

Continued
in-

Continued( Continued on page 6)6)



Survey . . .
tContlnued( Continued from page 1)1111-

)connection
1-

1connection
1-

)connection
)

connection with village schools .

Nickolas , who spent a winter inin-

the
in-

thethe village last year , felt thatthat-

even
that-

eveneven adults could benefit byby-

having
by-

havinghaving a place to work off enerener-ener-

gy
ener-

gy
¬-

gy-gygy-

Eliza
-.

ElizaEhza jones brought up thethe-

problem
the-

problemproblem of special educationeducation-
teachers

education-
teachersteachers for children in the bush .

Mrs . Jones has a partiallypartially-
blmd

partially-
blindblindblmd daughter of 15 who mustmust-

now
must-

nownow live away from home inIn-

Anchorage
in-

AnchorageAnchorage a good part of thethe-

year
the-

yearyear to get specailspecall education .

'ThereThere"There"ThereThere'" is no school for thethe-

deaf
the-

deafdeaf and blindblmdblindininI Alaska ," sheshe-

said
she-

saidsaid .

LindaLmda Williams of AllakaketAllakaket-
thought

Allakaket-
thoughtthought that "thethe" delegates whowho-

came
who-

camecame in10 from the bush had aa-

lot
a-

lotlot to say about what theythey-

wanted
they-

wantedwanted . "
Among the thingsthmgs they wantwant-want-

ed
want-

ed
¬-

ed were classes inm the AthabasAthabas-Athabas-
can

Athabas-
can

¬-

can language and AthabascanAthabascan-
hIstory

Athabascan-
historyhistory . LindaLmda told how somesome-

of
some-

ofof the older people in AllakaketAllakaket-
came

Allakaket-
camecame into the schools , toldtold-

stories
told-

storiesstories , and taught the little chilchil-chil-

dren
¬.-

dren Athabascan .

Colleen Redman who broughtbrought-
inin some of the delegates , felt thethe-

survey
the-

surveysurvey had great value .

"ItIt" was all tied to the learninglearnmglearnmg-
of

learning-
ofof the child . The group themthem-them-

selves
them-

selves
¬-

selves chose the topics and votedvoted-

on
voted-

onon which they wanted to disdis-dis-

cuss
dis-

cuss
¬-

cuss . "
There was some criticismcntlclsmcntlclsm-

from
criticism-

fromfrom Native leaders that thethe-

Utah
the-

UtahUtah group knew nothing aboutabout-
Alaska

about-
AlaskaAlaska or Alaskan Natives , andand-

that
and-

thatthat the survey was attemptedattempted-
without

attempted-
withoutwithout adequate planning ..

Most of the participants a-aa-

greed
a-

greed
a-

greed
-

greed . The research people , theythey-

said
they-

saidsaid did not know "therethere" was aa-

difference
a-

differencedifference between Tlingit andand-

Haida
and-

HaidaHaida , for example . "
Nevertheless , Dr . Ken LinseyLinsey-

who
Linsey-

whowho conducted the session inmm-

Fairbanks
in-

FairbanksFairbanks received praise fromfrom-

most
from-

mostmost delegates . Helie was dede-dede-

scnbed
de-

scribed
¬-

scribedscnbed as a "prettypretty" understandunderstand-understand-
109

understand-
ing

¬-

ing109 , a bright guy . "
One participant said : "HeHe"He-

didn't
"He-

didn't
"

didn'tdidnt' know anything about A-AA-

laska
A-

laska
A-

laska
-

laska but he helped us wordword-

our
word-

ourour ideas right..
"

_

A local educator pointedpOlOted outouloul-

that
out-

thatthat quite often in10 taking aa-

survey
a-

surveysurvey , the ', people too closeclose-

to
close-

toto the problem have a hardhard-

tlme
hard-

timetimetlme keepingkeep 109 their own opinionsopinIOns-
out

opinions-
outout .

"ByBy" not knowingknowmg any of theirtheir-

background
their-

backgroundbackground , the people have toto-

offer
to-

offeroffer DrDr.. Linsey more informainforma-informat-

IOn
informa-

tion

¬-

tion . They have to contribute . "

No one seemed to have anan-

explanation
an-

explanationexplanation why the meetingsmeetings-
were

meetings-
werewere arranged in a rush . It1111waswaswas-

obvious
was-

obviousobvious that the people fromfrom-

Utah
from-

UtahUtah were unfamiliar with thethe-

vast
the-

vastvast distances one has to traveltravel-

inin10 Alaska to cover the state .

The Native peopel , nevertheneverthe-neverthe-
less

neverthe-
less

¬-

less , came from all parts of thethe-

bush
the-

bushbush . They put in10 the best ofof-

their
of-

theirtheir ideas . ItItremamsremainsremams to bebe-

seen
be-

seenseen how the State Board ofof-

Education
of-

EducationEducation will act on their exex-exex-

pressed
ex-

pressed
¬-

pressed needs .


