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YrsN-
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Natives in Huge Surge for Homesteads in Alaska
A Bureau of Indian AffairsAffalfsAffalfs-

Task
Affairs-

TaskTask Force in Sacramento , CalifCaltf.,.

processed more than 5,0005000, apap-apap-

plications
ap-

plications
¬-

plications for Eskimo , Indian ,
and Aleut homesteads in AlaskaAlaska-

m
Alaska-

ininm an eight week periodpenod endingendmgendmg-
Apnl

ending-
AprilAprilApnl 21 , approximately 2020-

times
20-

timestimes the number of homesteadhomestead-
applications

homestead-
applicationsapplications the Bureau handledhandled-
inin the previous 66 years .

The Bureau of Indian AffairsAffatrsAffatrs-

processed
Affairs-

processedprocessedprocessedapplicationsapplications andandcerticerticerti-certi-
fied

certi-
fied

¬-

fied to the Department of thethe-

In
the-

Interior'sInterior'sInteriorsIn tenor'stenors' Bureau of Land ManMan-Man-

agement
¬.-

agement that the applicants areare-

Alaska
are-

AlaskaAlaska Natives .

The Sacramento Project OfOf-Of-

fice
Of-

fice
¬-

fice became the clearing house

for a massive shufflingshummg of forms ,

U . S . Geological quadranglequadrangle-
sheets

quadrangle-
sheetssheets , and handdrawn mapsmap;; inmm-

response
in-

responseresponse to a plea for help fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe Bureau'sBureaus' Anchorage Office .

Commissioner of Indian AfAf-Af-

fairs
¬.-

fairsfalfs Louis R . Bruce , commentcomment-comment-
mg

comment-
ing

¬-

ingmg on the project , said "ThisThis" isis-

an

is-

anan example of how dedicateddedIcated-
Federal

dedicated-
FederalFederal employees pitchedpitchedininmm-

to
in-

toto help Alaska Natives who wishwIsh-

to
wish-

toto continue to live as their anan-anan-

cestors
an-

cestors
¬-

cestors have for centuriescentunes .
"

The avalanche of paperworkpaperwork-
waswas precipitated by the repealrepeal-

of
repeal-

ofof the Native Allotment Act of
1906 . The 1906 Act allowedallowed-

Alaska
allowed-

AlaskaAlaska Eskimos , Indians , and

Aleuts - otof mixedmIXedoror full-bloodfullblood-

- up to 160 acres of landlandInin asas-

many
as-

manymany as four separate parcelsparcels-

that
parcels-

thatthat they had been usingusmg andand-

occupymg
and-

occupyingoccupyingoccupymg for subsistence in tratra-tratra-

ditional
tra-

ditional
¬-

ditional Native manner .

The 1906 Native AllotmentAllotment-
Act

Allotment-
ActAct was repealed by the AlaskaAlaska-

Native
Alaska-

NativeNative Claims Settlement ActAct-

which
Act-

whichwhich was signedIgned by PresidentPresident-
Nixon

President-
NixonNixon December 18 , 1971..

No Natives could file allotallot-allot-

ment
allot-

ment
¬-

ment applications after that datedate-

The
date-

The
date-

TheThe applicationsappltcatlOns had to bebe-

recorded
be-

recordedrecorded in the proper land ofof-of-

fice
¬.-

fice of the Bureau of LandLand-

Management
Land-

ManagementManagement of the DepartmentDepartment-

Continued

Department-

Continued( Continued on page 'oob(,' )



Native Homestead . . .
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of the InteriorIn tenor so that landslands-

cJaimed
lands-

claimedclaimedcJaimed by the Natives could bebe-

noted
be-

notednoted on land office recordsrecords-
and

records-
andand withdrawn from other entryentry-
or

entry-
oror claimclaun .

Why four separate parcels ?

Well , unlunlikeke. the homesteadershomesteaders-
ofof the mid west and the west in1010-

the
in-

thethe 19th Century , the averageaverage-

Alaska
average-

AlaskaAlaska Native doesn'tdoesnt' spendspendallallall-

of
all-

ofof his time farming a singlesingl-
el60acre

single-

160acre160-acreplot160acreplotl60-acrel60acre160-acre160--- plot..
Instead , he may spend partpart-

of
part-

ofof the year in his village , partpart-

of
part-

ofof the year fishing ; part inmm-

another
in-

anotheranother location pickingpickmg berriesbernes ;

part of the year huntinghuntlOg andand-

perhaps
and-

perhapsperhaps another part trappingtrapping-
inin10 order to make his livinglivmg .

Hefie needs a home basebasefor-forfor.for-..fo-

rrumself
for-

himselfhimselfrumself and his family near eacheach-

of
each-

ofof these activities .

From time immemorial mostmost-

of
most-

ofof the Native population hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen livingliVlOg this way , and sincesmcesmce-

the
since-

thethe white man came they havehave-

lived
have-

livedlived this way on public domaindomain-
land

domain-
landland..

The Native Allotment ActAct-

provided
Act-

providedprovided a way for the AlaskaAlaska-

Native
Alaska-

NativeNative to obtain title to his land .

But by 1969 , only 212 had beenbeen-

able
been-

ableable to perfect their claims .

In the late 1960's1960s' , it becamebecame-
obvious

became-
obviousobvious that the Congress inin-inin-

tended
in-

tended
¬-

tended to repeal the Native AlAl-AlAl-

lotment
Al-

lotment
¬-

lotment Act andandreplacereplace it withwith-

the
with-

thethe Land Claims Settlement Act..

This wouldwouldallowallow Native corcor-cor-

porattons
cor-

porations
¬-

porationsporattons to acquire large blocksblocks-
of

blocks-
ofof land , but would limit indiindi-indi-

vIduals
indi-

viduals
¬-

viduals to acquiringacqumng only theirtheir-

primary
their-

primaryprimary place ofofresidenceresidence .

Other benefits were availableavailable-

for
available-

forfor the individual under the NaNa-Na-

live
Na-

tive

¬-

tivelive Allotment Act that werewere-

not
were-

notnot available under the LandLand-

Clauns
Land-

ClaimsClaimsClauns Settlement Act..

In some instances this inin-inin-

cluded
in-

cluded
¬-

cluded the right to the subsursubsur-subsur-
face

subsur-
face

¬-

face , as well as the surface of thethe-

land
the-

landland .

The BIA knew that therethere-

were
there-

werewere thousands of Alaska NaNa-Na-

tives
¬,-

tives living on public domaindomain-
who

domain-
whowho hadhadnotnot taken the opporoppor-oppor-
tunity

¬.-

tunity to file the necessarynecessary-
papers

necessary-
paperspapers to protect their subsissubsis-subsis-

tence
¬.-

tence lands .

Most of them didn'tdidnt' knowknow-
that

know-
thatthat onceonconce the Land Claims BillBIll-

was
Bill-

was
'

was passed , they would loselose-

these
lose-

thesethese lands .

So , working with the OfficeOffice-

of
Office-

ofof Economic Opportunity andand-

other
and-

otherother agencies , in 1969 the BIABIA-

began
BIA-

beganbegan a village-to-campsitevillagetocampsitel1age-to-campsitel1agev - -- camcam-cam-

paign
cam-

paign

¬-

paign throughout Alaska .

Representatives of the OEO'sOEOsOEO's-
Community

OEO's-
Community

'

Community Action ProgramProgram-
personally

Program-
personallypersonally visited thousands ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska Natives . They broughtbrought-
the

brought-
thethe forms necessary for recordrecord-record-
ing

record-
ing

¬-

ing land applicationsapp1ications and helpedhelped-
the

helped-
thethe Native fillflU them out..

Their problem was complicompli-compli-
cated

compli-
cated

¬-

cated by the fact that most ofof-

the

of-

thethe land in Alaska has not beenbeen-

surveyed
been-

surveyedsurveyed . So , in place of thethe-

usual

the-

usualusual legal subdivision descripdescrip-descrip-

tion

descrip-

tion
-¬-

tion of Natives ' lands , thesethese-

workers

these-

workersworkers used hand drawn mapsmaps-

or

maps-

oror tracings of quadrangle mapsmaps-

and
maps-

andand located the property in quesques-ques-

tion
ques-

tion

¬-

tion with an "xx" " .

For more than two years ,

they conunueocontmuedcontinued tmsthIs searchsearch anaandand-

assIst
andand-

assistassist mission ., By the time thethe-

Land
the-

LandLand Claims Settlement Act waswas-

approved
was-

approvedapproved , they had helped moremore-

than
more-

thanthan 8,0008000, Alaska Natives prepre-prepre-

pare
pre-

pare
¬-

pare applications .,

In Anchorage , the BIA AgenAgen-Agen-

cy
Agen-

cy
¬-

cy Office faced other problems .
The Realty Branch , with aa-

staff
a-

staffstaffstaffofof four , had the task ofof-

processing
of-

processingprocessing and filingfilmg the landland-

applications
land-

applicationsapplications . At the rate thethe-

work
the-

workwork was proceedingproceedmg , this officeoflceofloffice-

might
cece-

mightmight have been able to finishfmishfmish-

the
finish-

thethe job in the early 1980's1980s' -
assuming it didn'tdidnt' do anythinganythmganythmg-
else

anything-
elseelse .

HoweverHov.everHovever. , with the enactmentenactment-
ofof the Alaska Native Claims SetSet-Set-

tlement
Set-

tlement
¬-

tlement Act , December 18 ,
1971 , immediate action becamebecame-
necessary

became-
necessarynecessary .

An appeal was made to susu-susu-

periors
su-

periors
¬-

periors in Washington for help .

The problem was presented toto-

the
to-

thethe Office of the Secretary ofof-

the
of-

thethe InteriorIntenor , Rogers'Rogers'' CC.. B . MorMor-Mor-

ton
Mor-

ton
¬-

ton ..
The first solution consideredconsidered-

waswas hiringhinng additional help forfor-

the
for-

thethe Anchorage BIABlA Agency oror-

detailing
or-

detailingdetailingdetailingBIA-BIABIA.BIA-. personnel fromfrom-

other
from-

otherother offices to this Agency ,.

But it was difficult to getget-

enough
get-

enoughenough volunteers to go toto-

Alaska
to-

AlaskaAlaska .

In addition , the cost of transtrans-trans-
portation

trans-
portation

¬-

portation and per diem for BIABIA-

statesIde
BIA-

statesidestateside personnel to AnchorageAnchorage-
would

Anchorage-
wouldwould have been prohibitive .

Itlt was decided to bring thethe-

mountalO
the-

mountainmountainmountalO of paperwork to thethe-

Bureau
the-

BureauBureau people in the lowerlower-

States
lower-

StatesStates . WashingtonWashmgton arrangedarranged-
with

arranged-
withwith the BIA'sBIAsRIA'sRIAs' Sacramento AreaArea-

Realty
Area-

RealtyRealty Officer to make spacespaC6spaC6-
available

space-

availableavailable in the BIA SacramentoSacramento-
office

Sacramento-
officeoffice .

BIA Alaska Realty personnelpersonnel-
moved

personnel-
movedmoved to Sacramento late lastlast-

February
last-

FebruaryFebruary . With them theythey-

brought
they-

broughtbrought their applications andand-

hand
and-

handhand drawn maps .

The Washington Office tooktook-
care

took-
carecare of the details of transfertransfer-transfer-
ring

transfer-
ring

¬-

ring qualified technicians fromfrom-

BlA
from-

BIABIABlA offices in Arizona , NewNew-

Mexico
New-

MexicoMexico , OregonOregon'MontanaOregonMontana, 'MontanaMontana'
, MinMm-MmMin-Mm-

nesota
Min-

nesota
¬-

nesota , Washington and OklahoOklaho-Oklaho-
ma

Oklaho-
ma

¬-

ma to Sacramento onpn temporarytemporary-
detail

temporary-
detaildetail..

Arrangements for officeoffice-
space

office-
spacespace , supplies , transportation ,
and housing for the task forceforce-

were
force-

werewere made by the SacramentoSacramento-
office

Sacramento-
officeoffice .

This crew , averaging about 252S25-

persons
2S-

personspersons working at anyanyoneone time ,
was busy transferring the inforinfor-infor-

mation
infor-

mation
¬-

mation obtainedobtainedininm the fieldfield-

onto
field-

ontoonto the quadrangle maps ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska , marked as carefully asas-

possible
as-

possiblepossible ,. and completing thethe-

forms
the-

formsforms to be filedfilar
'

with thethe-

Bureau
the-

BureauBureau of Land Management ..

Last month , the SacramentoSaaamentoSaaamento-
project

Sacramento-
projectproject was completed .

The Alaska Natives that havehave-

valid
have-

validvalid allotment applications andand-

comply
and-

complycomply with the 1906 NativeNative-

Allotment
Native-

AllotmentAllotment Act willw ll be able toto-

continue
to-

continuecontinue to live as their anan-anan-

cestors
an-

cestors

¬-

cestors have for centuries , fishfish-fish-

ing
fish-

ing

¬-

ing , hunting , picking berries andand-

trapping
and-

trappingtrapping on land they can -
legally - call their own .


