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IIRCARCA Giant StepStepCo-

mmunications

StepCo-

mmunications

I

Communications throughoutthroughout-
Alaska

throughout-
AlaskaAlaska tooktookanotheranother giant stepstep-

forward
step-

forwardForward when RCA Alascom cutcut-

over
cut-

overaverover its Fairbanks toll center toto-

Duect
to-

DirectDirectDuect Distance DialingDlalll1g one minnun-nunmin-nun-

ute
min-

ute

¬-

ute past midnight on SundaySundJY ,

VlayMay 2121...

Now telephone users inIIJ FairFJlrFair-FFair-

banks
Jlr-JlrJlr-

banks
¬-

banks and almost everyevc-ryevcryeVl-ry majimJJIma-

tcommunity (,>(>r'
community in111 a wide arc-arcarc-

stretching
areJr *-

stretchingtretchmg easteJstcast to CanadarJnadJr JnadJ , westwewest-

to
tt-

toto Nome and Kot/ebueKotebueKotlebueKotzebue/ , andJndJnd-

norlh
and-

northnorthnorlh to BarroBJrroBarroWv andJnd PrudhocPrudhoePrudhoe-
BJY

Prudhoe-
BayBayBJY , tar above thetfle Arctic Circle'IrcleIrcle(' ,,

can dialdlJI theirtheir1wnown\1wn1wn'ownown\' station-tostationtotltlOrHlstationto-
station

, , - !
stationtJt Ion toII \ almost anyJnyanyvanywherev., here in11!1-

1the

in-

thethe I1IILI S A andlIId,lIIdr1.ll1.1CanadaCanada-
RCA

Canada-
RCA

(' \r1.ll1.1r1ll1.1r1.ll1.1r1ll11.\ r1.ll1-

.1RA

..
RCARA(, Alascom'sAlascomsAlJcOln, ''., executivee\l'lutIVlel'lutIVlllutIVlcvccuhvccvccuhvc-

vicepresident
\ ' '

vlce-prevlceprevice-presidentvicepresident- IJenl ,, IIredred ID) ( liieihlelhici ,

hailedhJlled the DDDDOD ctitovcrcutover as,I ano,11101110,111-

0ther

ano-

ther
,

ther significantIgf\lflcantIgflflcant\ stepstepintcp in11\11\11IhetheIhe develdevel-devdeve-

lopment
\ ¬-

opmentopll1ent olof a.11. modern longlon disdldis-dis-

tance '> ¬-

tance telephone systemw\temwtemsystem\ lorIlIrforIlIr-

AlJ

for-

AlaskaAlaskaAlJ JJ-

Among
AlaskaAmong

Among thethc primaryprln.HprlnH! . ) advanJdvlI1-JdvlI1advan--JdvlI1-

tagcs

advan-

tages

, ¬-

tagestagcs ol01of DDDODDDUD MrNit Chiei'hiCIhiCI(' citedclledclled-

speed
cited-

speedspeed , convenienceconvenlenCC , andaridandJccurJaccuraJccurJ-JccurJaccura-JccurJ-
cy

accura-

cy

¬-

cy "DDDDDD"DODDOD" ,
" saidJld Mr Chiei(, hlCI ,

"cancan" handlehandlc a heavierheJvrer volumevolull1c ol01of0-

1trJffic

of-

traffictraffictrJffic and reduce the riskmilriskof. ol01of01-

human
of-

humanhuman error in111 thethc placementplJccmenplacement-
of

II-

ofof calls andandinin111 timing1II11111g and bilbIl-bIlbit-bitbIl-

lll1g

bit-

ling

¬-

linglll1g "
On DDDODD calls , the long disdldis-disdis-

tance

¬'-

tance operator will enter thethe-

Ime
the-

linelineIme only to ask the numbernumber-
from

number-
fromfrom which the call has beenbecnbecn-

placed
been-

placedplaced AsA local companiesCOl11palllecompanies-
convertconvert to an automatic numbernUl11hcrnUl11hc-

rsystem

number-
systemsystem , thistlm will be eliminatedeltnHnJledeliminated-

Speaking
eltnHnJled-

Speakll1g
eliminated-

SpeakingSpeakingSpeakll1g in111 Fairbanks , MrMr..

ChieiChlelChici also discussed the BushBush-

Telephone
Bush-

TelephoneTelephone Program lie anan-anan-

nounced

an-

nounced

¬-

nounced that installationmstallatlon is nearnear-

completion
near-

completioncompletion inm 44 of the 142142-

villages

142-

villagesvillages which will receiverecclve phonephoncphonc-

service

phone-

serviceservice .. At each of these sitessites-

one
ItesItes-

oneone or two public telephones areare-

II1stalled

are-

installedinstalledII1stalledinstalledinin111 convenientcOl1vement centralcentrJIcentrJI-
locations

central-
locationslocations The base charge perper-

callis
per-

callcallcallisis 50 cents .

RCARC A has activated additional-
crews

additionaladditional-
crewscrews to speed up installationsInstallJtlonsInstallJtlons-
but

installations-
butbut floodfloodcondltlonfloodconditionsconditionscondltlon in111 somesome-

areas
olTleolTl-

eareasareas may cause further delaysdelays-

Chiei
delays-

Chlel
delays-

ChiefChieiChlelChief emphasisedemphasllcdemphasized that RCA'sRCAsRCRCA's-

function
'ss''s-

functIon

'

function is that ofofaa commoncommon-
carner

common-

carriercarriercarner... It doesdocs not get intoII1tO thethe-

busll1ess

the-

businessbusinessbusll1ess of local operation "IIII"II-

a

"iI-

a

"
a village wants to operate itsIts-

own
its-

ownown telephone company , wewc enen-enen-

courage

¬.-

courage them "
Helie foresees a time when thethe-

central

the-

centralcentral phones now beingbell1gbeinginstalmstalIIIstJIinstalIIIstJI-

led
instal-

ledled inIII the villagesvlllJges could becomebecomcbecomc-
switchboards

become-
switchboardsswitchboards with phonephonc serviceservic-
eextended

servic-
eextendedextended to each home in111 thethe-

community
the-

communitycommunity . As a locallylocallyoperoperoper-

ated
oper-

acedatedacedatedIncJustryacedindustryindustryIncJustry,
, thistillS could ,, inIII cfetet-

feet
cf-

feetfeet , create new jobsjobs-
Mr

Jobs-
Mr

jobs-
MrMr . ChieiChlel commented brieflybneflybnefly-

on
briefly-

onon a proposal for domestic satelsatel-satel-

lite

¬.-

lite system ,, now pendingpendlllg beforebefore-

the
before-

thethe FCC . Helie was hopeful thatthaIthaI-

a

that-

aa decision would be forthcomingforthcomll1gforthcomll1g-
by

forthcoming-
byby the endendofof the year .

Canada ,, which faces problemsproblems-
simIlar

problems-
similarsimilar to Alaska , has alreadyalready-
IIIltlated

already-
initiatedinitiatedIIIltlatedIIIltlatedsuchinitiatedsuchsuch a system , andandItit isI-

Snow

is-

nownow neanngnearlllgnearing completion . ByBy-

means
By-

meansmeans ofofaa commercial satellitesatellite-
system

satellite-
systemsystem , it would be possible toto-

reach
to-

reachreach all bush communities withwith-

radIO

with-

radioradio , TV ,. and phone communicommull1-commull1communi-commull1-

cations
communi-

cations

¬-

cations .. The possibilitiesposslblht les areare-

exciting

are-

excltlllgexcitingexcltlllg and unlimitedunllmltcdunlimited-
Commercial

unllmltcd-
Commercia

unlimited-
CommercialCommercialCommercia) communicationcommunication-

really
communication-

reallyreally began inIII AlaskaAIJska about lastIJstIJst-

year

last-

yearyear . There were many inheritedII1herltedII1herlted-

problems
inherited-

problemsproblems inIII takingtaklllg over aJJ-

governmentrun
a-

governmentrungovernment-rungovernmentrun- operationoperallon . LvenLven-

today
Lven-

todaytoday , Mr.. ChieiChlel estimated thatthat-

"about
that-

"about"aboutabout" half our traffic dependsdepends-
onon the White Alice System .

"
Anytime there is a conflictconflict-

between
conflict-

betweenbetween government prioritypnontypnonty-
and

priority-
andand civilian use , military needsneeds-

preempt
needs-

preemptpre-emptpreempt-- all others . Alaska mustmust-

come
must-

comecome of-ageofageof.ageof .ageage-. inIII beingbemgbemgwJllmgbeingwillingwillingwJllmg toto-

bUild
to-

buildbuildbUildanan independentmdependent statewidestatewIde-
commull1cation

statewide-
communicationcommunicationcommull1cation system , servingservll1gservll1g-

not
serving-

notnot only major urban areas but-

the
butbut-

thethe manymanywidespreadwidespreadwidespreadruralrural comcom-com-

mum
com-

munities

¬-

munitiesmum lies as wellwell..
Modern communicationcommul1lcatlon willwIll-

be
will-

bebe a major force in111 altering thethe-

quality

the-

qualityquality and possibilities of lifelife-life-

style

life-

style

¬-

style for rural Alaskans , not onlyonly-

by
only-

byby meeting education and enterenter-enter-
tainment

enter-
tainment

¬-

tainment needs but serving as aa-

critical
a-

criticalcritical health and emergencyemergency-
link

emergency-
linklink to (thehe outside .


