
cooperative extentiontentionextensionEx receives grant builds development programprbgramprogram
A partnership between the uni-

versity of alaska fairbanks
alaska cooperative extension
ACE native alaskan groups

and several state and federal agen-
cies have been working together
to develop a program to help solve

some of these problems the pro-
gram strengthening alaskasalanskas
children youth and families
recently receivedrcccivcd a S 150000 fi

nanciallancial boost from the US de-
partmentpart ment of agriculture the
funds will help expand the ACE
outreach program over the next
two years throughout alaska

according to ACE state 4114 11

program leader dennis craw-
ford the funding will be used to
target building a holistic family
oriented program with young
people young couples and single

parents theile extension agents will
work with native groups schools
and other agencies to provide a
comprehensive pilot program for
family health and nutrition pro-
grams parenting education and
youth development education

program goals include devel-

oping health awareness and skilskillsIs

increasing the educational skills of
young people organizing young

families in each community to
support each other to form a
healthy village and building
strong cultural ties the program
will spend the first year working
with ten different native villages
and will expand to a statewide
level for the second year

by working with youth and

young people we will create and
build the capacity of a gengenerationcration

with the skills and cultural strength

to survive and live in greater health

and prosperity in the world of to-
morrow said crawford

local native ciderselders and village
leaders will be enlisted to serve
as mentors for youyouthth and young
families existing tribal culture
and organizational structures will
also be strengthened and used to

help provide program continuity


