Economic Plight of Northwest
Alaska Spotlighted By Bartlett

The  cconomie plight of
northwest Alaska was spot-
Lighted by Sen. B L. Barilett
m o recent specch before the
U S, Senate. .

Bartlett  &umman zed  the
problems of the area by say-
my villages lacked “sound
housing, adequate clectrical
power and communication and
transportation facilities.”

Noting that  “coordinution
wis @ key'™ o the ceonomic
development of the arca, he
outlined steps heéding taken or

“proposed to ard the northwest
communities:

a Federal Maritime Com-
study on the fe

nission

bilaty of develaping an arca-
wide tug and harge transporta-
tion system in the northwest.
ibility study by the
Rural Eicctrification Admini
stration on bringing el cetrici-
vy to some of the villages.

aninvestigation by the
LS. Air Foree on the possi-
bility of telephone service in
certain villages,

Bartlett smd the Maritime
Commission study is expec-
ted o be released in Janoary
and that 1f the study is favor-
able he will call a meeting of
federal and state officials
wyeffort to work out a practi-
cal program.




