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ALFRED KETZLER

alfred ketzler eleelecteded new
prespresidentident oftananaof tanana chiefschalefslefs

at the annual conference
held last weekend in fairbanks
the tanana chiefs elected alfred
ketzler as the new president of
that organization he replaces
rep johnjohnsackettsackett R ruby who
held that position for the past
year

the meeting began last fri-
day with delegates present from
allakakelallakaketAllakakeL dot lake galena ft

yukon husliahurlia nenanabenana nulatomulato
rampart ruby tananatanana and
venetiegenetieVe netie

the two major issues under
discussion at the conference were
the employment situation and
hiring practices on the north
slope especially involving the
rural areas and settlement of the
land claims

out of a number of oil com-
panies invited to speak at thehe
conference the only representa-
tive to attend was mrs eggie
harrison from atlantic rich
fields employee relations of

fice
atlantic richfield is very

much aware that the people for
the jobs in alaska are alaskasaiaskansalaskansAIaAlaskans
mrs harrison said contrary to
popular opinion atlantic rich-
field has never lost a man who
has returned to the cities an his
vacation break

mrs harrison also stated that
they felt much of the problem
was withtwicht he drilling exploration
companies many of which pay
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natives the minimum wage for
work performed by non natives
at three times the salary

assistant director of the state
division of employment secur-
ity earle costello told the dele-
gates that such conditions do
indeed exist but the state is
often powerless to act because
the companies do pay the mini-
mum wage scale

another problem with hiring
practices which was discussed
was the replacement of native
workers by incoming workers
from outside of alaska the
replacement is often made with-
out prior notification by the
seismic companies it was said

A committee was appointed
to act on behalf of the tanana
chiefs in negotiating hiring prac-
tices with the oil companies

one member of thatcommitthat commit-
tee told the tundra times yes-
ter that it would try to seek an
injunction against the companies
as a last resortresoidesoirt if the dispute
could not be resolved in negotia-
tions funds are currently being
raised for such an injunction

in discussion of the native
land claims settlement several
points were considered in the
legislation now before congress
the chiefs were concerned about
several of the provisions or lack
of provisions

they were disappointed that
the bills have no provision for
granting traditional burial ground
sites to the indians they sought
protection for the few sites I1lefteft
which havent been vandalized
or extensively excavated

several membersofmembersof the group
indicated that they were unhappy
with the idea of a statewide
board with oveoverallrall control of
funds grahtedurfneettlementgnintedin I1 19aittlementAitt lement

they instead proposed that
regional and village boards be
given more authority and more
funds most of the delegates
felt that there was little assur
ance that thetha tommitommisicommissioriersdioriesiorie k of
the apropopropoproposedsed alaskanativealaskrndtive com
mission would be native or that
hishii popowersppwersaerswers coiildnotcqui& not be checked
by ththee vast majmajorityarityority of alaska
natives

one of the strongest objec-
tions was the proprovisionprovisiovision which
wouldwouklwourl abolish the majority 4of
indianiridian reservationsinReservationsinin the state4stateustate

the two which would be moomost
greatly affected are the venetiavenetifrvenetiiVenetiVenetiifr
and tetlincetlin reservations 1

the venecieveneflevenefie reservationreservationreservatinReservatin
which includes arctic villagevillager
encompasses 1400000 acheracre&acrer
the tetlincetlin reservation include i
768000 acres

under proposed legislationlegislatioifi
all but 23040 acres would bi
lost in the settlement A resolutiresolutresolaresolut
tion was presented and passed by
the chiefs which requested ghafthafthat
the reservations be retained J

anothefanother resolution which wax
considereitconsidetditconsidereiT andant passedpiisw

i
e was onconlonl

which requested governor keitkeitkk
H miller to provide 40000 outodi
of the governors contingency
fund to finance a portion of
the alaska legal services budgetbudge
matching 500000 in federcedentfedent
funds

it was thought that aliski j

legal services fulfills an invaodlinvalifr
able function in providing deglleglleg
assistance to ththec Jpoor of alasalaska

also under consideration duacdufcdu
mging the two day conference wewery 3

the tanana chiefs constitutionconstitutioilconstitutiol
and the ratratificationMication of the AFN
constitution it was recoonrecognrecognizedrecognizel
that the major issue before afatfa j

conference vaswas hethe settlementt6ttl6merit otof
native land claims which waswaawa80
not explicit in the constitutionconstitutioqconstitution

other than this factor thethery
were no major changes in thipthit
document it

the AFN constitution watwa
0

never ratified by the chiefs ananiO
this was a major item on ththl
agenda despite rumors that theth
chiefs might refuse toconditionconditiolratifyiolthtajithji p
document or place conditconditioijt
upon ratification they accepter B

the document in a display of
unity j

the new presidentpresidentrtrazatrazvalfredre
ketzler of nenanabenana is travelirjai1iH

this week and meeting with othotheaotheg
nativeieadernative leaders elected as execexecih
five vice president was lalarr
peterson of ft yukon

with all major business co
eluded the conference was a
joumeijoumedjoarned saturday aftemafternoonoon tl
steering committee appoints0 t
to act as an interim body0 y mx
susundayadaynday anchaandhaand has decided to ppuj
sue investigation and pdssibpossibf
legalleeal acciac6iactionon on the hiringhiringpolicipollid 1

of the northi
slope oil and eef

plorationplbrailplbrailion firms i


