
EditorialEditorial--
EditorialUnilateralUnilateral Action?

State Attorney General Donald Burr appeared before thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska Federation of Native AssociationsAssoc iations conference lastlast-
Friday

last-
FridayFriday andandranran into a veritable buzz saw of pointed questionsquestionsf-
rom

questionsf-
romfrom the Native delegates and thetheassociationsassociations-associations-- ' counsel..

Burr represented Governor WlQterWiaterWlater J . HickelHickelwhowho was toto-
have

to-
havehave been present but who changed hishi s mindmindatat the lastlast-
minute

last-
minuteminute .

The questionsquestions from the floor seemed to have establishedestablishedaestablestablished-
feeling

i shedshedashed-
feeling

a
feeling that the State may be acting unilaterallyuni laterally in its plannedplanned-

uit
planned-

suitsuit$ uit against the Department of the Interior to force that dede-dede-
partment

de-
partment

-¬-
partment to say negatively or affirmativelyaffirmatrvely on the questionq Lestion ofof-
land

of-
landlandlandclaimsclaims made by the NariveNaTive people of Alaska within thethe-

last
the-

lastlast few years . "YouYou" are not working for us " or "YouYou" areare-
against

are-
againstagainst us " came up from the floor more than once as a resultresult-
of

result-
ofof the Attorney General'sGenerals' answersan swers .

The session also brought 'upup'
up a feeling that the State mightmight-

be

might-
bebe working for a "yesyes" " from the Interior Secretary StewartStewar-
tUdall

Stewart-
UdallUdall.. If the Secretary'sSecretarys' answer turnedturnedoutout to be affirmative ,

the State of Alaska , we presume , would then go forward toto-
patent

to-
patentpatent the lands , Native claims or no . WhichWhichmeansmeans , thet.he. StateState-
would

State-
wouldwould get title to the lands and follow along the direction , asas-
Burr

as-
BurrBurr said , that on patented lands , "AboriginalAboriginal" ., title has beenbeen-
put

been-
putput to rest . "


