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By Ritchie VerhaegenVerhaegen-

Staff
Verhaegen-

StaffStaff WriterWriter-
The

Writer-
The

Writer-
TheThe collection of Alaska-

Commercial
AlaskaAlaska-

CommercialCommercial Company Re-
cords

ReRe-ReRe-
cords

-¬-
cords dating back to 1868-
are

18681868-
areare sopnsoon to be filed andand-
classifiedclassifiedlassified in the UniversityUniversUniversity-
of

tyty-
ofof Alaska Archives .

The nineteen crates of9f9f-
dusty

of-
dustydusty , old , folded documentsdoculIentsdoculIents-
and

documentsdocuments-
and

!
and journalsj oumals were indexedindexed-
several

indexedindexed-
severalseveral years ago by Dr .
Wendall Oswalt , ProfessorProfessorofofof-
Anthropology

of-
AnthropologyAnthropology at U.C.L.AUCL.AUCLA. . . .

andandwhowho is with the Univer-
sity

UniverUniver-Univer-
sity

¬-
sity of Alaska summer pro-
gram

propro-propro-
gram

-¬

gram .

TlieThe recordsrec rds consist of oldold-
log

old-
loglog books , petty journals ,

suppy inventories , fur iniI-iIiI-
ven

in-inin-
yen !-¬-
ventoriesvenyen tories and sales , accounts-
and

accountsaccounts-
andandandcorrespondencecorrespondence .

The Alaska Commercial-
Company

CommercialCommercial-
CompanyCompany operatedoperatedmanymany subsub-sub--subsub-
stations

sub-
stations

-¬- -

stations scattered throughout-
Alaska

throughoutthroughout-
AlaskaAlaska . Each station .-keeper

k-

eeperkeeper-
was

.keeper.keeper-
waswas required to keep a dailydaily-
record

"

record ofofweatherweather , ships that-
came

thatthat-that-
carne

-

camecarne and went , 'unusualunusual'unusual-
events

' unusual-
eventsevents , and majormaj or trans-
actions

transtrans-trans-
actions

¬-
actions .

These daily accounts whenwhen-
read

when-
readread today in conjunctionconjconjunction-
with

unctionunction-
withwith the inventories andand-
sales

and-
salessales provide a comprehencomprehen-comprehen-
sive

comprehen-
sive

¬-
sive picture of the daily life ,
business transactions , econecon-econ-
omy

econ-econecon-
omy

¬--
omy , and fur populations of-
the

ofof-
thethe times .

The collection provides aa-
weath

a-
weathweathweathofofofresourcesresources for-
anthropologists

forfor-
anthropologistsanthropologists interested in-
ethnological

inin-
ethnologicalethnological studies ofofearlyearlyearly-
AlaskanAlaskan settlements and forfor-
biologists

for-
biologistsbiologists studying fur popupopu-popu-
lations

popu-popupopu-
lations

¬--
lations .

Already the s6urcesources urce hashas-
been

has-
beenbeen tapped for research .
Over three thousand pages ofof-
data

of-
datadata ,on Tyonek and EllaminaEllamina-
stations

"
stationsstations havehBve: been reproducedreproduced-
forfor the personal researchresearchofofof-
Dr

of-
DrDr . Charles'Charles' VanVBl! _

Stone!. , _Qfthe.oftheofthe.of.thethe.,_
-

_ ._ -_ -_ -_ -- -. .. -

Field MuseumM seum inhi Chicago .
To prepare the collectioncQllectioncQllection-

for
collection-

forfor public accessibility willwill-
be

will-
bebe an arduous and dusty task . _ _

All old staples , brads , pins ,

andandrubberrubber bands must bebererere-rere-
moved

re-
moved

-¬-
moved , and each documentdocument-
filed

document-
filedfiled in a preservative filefile-
box

file-
boxbox with the other documentsdocuments-
ofof that station andan d period .

Paul McCarthy , head of thethe-
University

the-
UniversityUniversity Archives , hopeshopes-
to

hopes-
toto have the project underwayunderway-
within

underway-
withinwithin theth nextne few weeks .


