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the rumor that Gravel’s principal financial supporters i
campaigns will not support him in o race against Gn

Notwithstmding polls, many questions ond other les
incidental fo the vital question, '“To run or not to mm,”
_persons close to Graovel speck in terms which seem fo
indicate that he is busily talking himself into running.

Statements emitting from the Grovel camp about *‘residud
strength’’ from the lost compaign ogainst Ralph Rim:, -ld
“‘qur position is stionger than in any past campaign”’

o Mmdnﬂhhlhu mind pretty well -*up.
Gravel is cognizant of the fact though that he has lost once
in statewide campaigns and fo lose a second fime could ﬂry
well mean neor political oblivion. Thus the hesitan

need to have the fateful decision reinforced by 'Tl ﬂll
supporting data pnuiﬂl.e .

Gravel wos o strong vote gefter in Alnllt- s rural areas in
post :-pd'u, and Mﬂﬂm: suggest that he lllr be
again.

Many persons, who in iu past were either pnhiﬂﬂr_
epathetic or who made their minds up quietly, have voiced
doubt and concern over Senator Gruening's bid for - re-
election. They cite the Senctor’s age as their principel
concern, and in many instances their only concem, for
Emest Gruening is a man highly respected.

Although it is felt thot most people in the rral areas ae
‘*hawki sh™ cenceming the Vietnan war; the wor will probably
‘be not as large an issue as the Senator's aoge unless h
Senator chooses fo make the war o major issue in the

There is a rumor that several native leaders have e d
support to Mike Gravel if he should run, and many more ore
as yet undecided—a refl ection of the concem over Gruening's .
bid for re—election. It is felt thet naotive leaders with o
strong porty attachment will probably support Gruening.

No matter whaot support Gravel gets from native leoders, it
is a fact that Gruening will be o streng, iarnidubll opponent
in the bush.

To run or not will therefore be an qnmtlng decision for
Mike Gravel to make. His entire political future hangs in the
balance. But if Gravel chooses not to run, there will probabl y
linger in his mind for a long while to come, ““‘Maybe if | had
fun...;”” ond it is hard fo envision a mon like Gravel,

youthful, vigerous, hord driving, living comfortably with such
a thought.




