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DearDear Howard ,,

Last week we had a visitorvISitor-

from
visitor-

fromfrom a UniversityUmverslty in111 CaliforniaCalifornia-
HeHe was a pleasant fellow namednamed-

Seth
named-

SethSeth McGraffee , who said thatthat-

he
that-

hehe was an anthropologist .. He-

was
HeHe-

waswas real interested inm Native culcuicul-cul-

ture

¬.-

ture and customs and wanted toto-

talk

to-

talktalk to some of the older peoplepeople-

m

people-

ininm the village . Well ,
I told him aa-

couple

a-

couplecouple of old storiesstones and a fewfew-

tall
few-

talltall tales and darned if he didn'tdidntdidn't-
write

didn't-
write

'

write them all down in a notenote-

book

note-

bookbook . At first he said that hehe-

was
he-

waswas doing a little summer rere-rere-

search

re-

search

¬-

search , but by the second day-

he
dayday-

hehe said that it was going to be aa-

thesIs

a-

thesisthesis . By the third day he waswas-

gOll1g

was-

goinggoinggOll1g to write a book about ourour-

village
our-

villagevillage and by the time he waswas-

ready
was-

readyready to leave it was going to bebe-

a

be-

aa movie film , too . These youngyoung-

people
young-

peoplepeople sure do have a lot of bigbig-

Ideas

big-

ideasideas when they first set footfoot-

here
foot-

herehere in these "primitiveprimitive" " vilvIIvil-vilvil-

lages

¬.-

lages .

He seemed a bit disappointeddisapPointed-
thatthat we had snow machinesmachmes , outout-out-

board

¬.-

board motors , anda nd rifles , but itIt-

was

it-

waswas certainlyertalnly nice that he was inin-inin-

tere3ted

¬.-

terestedtere3ted in the way we Native-

people
NativeNative-

peoplepeople used to live our lives . WeWe-

did

We-

diddid have some serious conversaconversa-conversa-
tions

¬.-

tionstlons about the problem of passpass-passI-

I1g

pass-

ing

¬-

ingII1g on our Native heritage to thethe-

younger
the-

youngeryounger generation , but hehe-

didn't
he-

didn'tdidn'tdidnt' realty seem to understandunderstand-
allall of the pressures on our youngyoung-young-

er

¬-

er people , They see an entireentire-
world

entire-
worldworld beyond their grasp ,, whilewhile-

this
while-

thisthis young fellow Seth has thethe-

resources
the-

resourcesresources to travel freely bebe-bebe-

tween
be-

tween

¬-

tween these worlds . This meansmeans-

that
means-

thatthat he can be interested in NaNa-NaNa-

tive

Na-

tive

¬-

tive culture this week and be

backbackInmIn California next weekweek-

Maybe
week-

MaybeMaybe if our young people hadhad-

this
had-

thisthis freedom they would see howhow-
empty

how-
emptyempty that world is ififwhatwhat SethSeth-

told
Seth-

toldtold us was truetrue-
II asked Seth if he had readread-

AN
read-

ANAN ACT yet and was surprisedsurprISed-

when
surprised-

whenwhen he said no he hadn'thadnt' TheThe-

three
The-

threethree of us ,, Wally ,, Seth ,, and meme-

got
me-

gotgot to talking about /P> N ACTACT-

and
ACT-

andand how it was going to affectaffect-
Native

affect-
NativeNative life in Alaska . We askedasked-

him
asked-

himhim how the research he was dodo-dodo-

Ing

do-

ing

¬-

ing was going to help Native peo-

ple
peopeo-peo-

ple
¬-

ple deal with these problems . AtAt-

first
At-

firstfirst he said that it would be nene-nene-

cessary
ne-

cessary
¬-

cessary to preserve as much ofof-

Native
of-

NativeNative culture as possible beforebefore-
Itit disappears .. While this is a noblenoble-
goal

noble-
goalgoal , it stillstili misses the mammainmam-

problem
main-

problemproblem We are the Native peopeo-peo-

ple

¬.-

plepie . What we do is the NativeNative-

culture
Native-

cultureculture How are we goinggOll1g to rere-rere-

act
re-

act
¬-

act to these changeschangesWe'? We can'tcantcan't-

always
can't-

always

'

always go back to the past ,, butbut-

we
but-

wewe can and must have a voice in11111-

1our

in-

ourour future .

I asked Seth if anthropoloanthropolo-anthropolo-
gists

¬.-

gists knew what the differencedifference-
was

difference-
waswas between a villagevillaqe.avillaqeavlllagea,. corporacorpora-corpora-
tion

¬.-

tiontlon , and a village corporation '?
Could he tell us what the differdiffer-differ-

ence

¬.-

ence would be inm our lives if wewe-

had
we-

hadhad a profit or a non-profitnonprofitnon.profltnonproflt-. vilVIIvil-vilvil-

lage

¬.-

lage corporationTWhatcorporatlonWhatcorporationWhat?? would bebe-

Ule

be-

thetfieUlethe best set of by-lawsbylaws- to mainmain-main-
tain

-¬.

taintal n , not preservepreserveNatlve, Native values '?
We don'tdont' want a dead culture intntn-

a

in-

aa museum , we want a live cultureculture-
here

culture-
herehere in Alaska .. Maybe he shouldshould-

go
should-

gogo and talk to some of the olderolder-

men
older-

menmen in WashingtonWashmgton to findftnd outout-

what
out-

whatwhat they had in mindmmd whenwhen-

they
when-

theythey wrote AN ACT . That is thethe-

kind

the-

kindkind of research we Natives realreal-real-

ly

¬.-

lyIy need .

Your friend ,

Naugga CiunerputClunerput


