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HOTHOUSE HORTICULTURIST - Jim Wilson is thethe-

director
the-

directordirector for a year long experimentexpenment at WildwoodWtldwood School to see ifI-

fthe

if-

thethe Alaskan agriculturalagncultural yield can be increased by improvementsImprovements-
Inin controlled environment growing techniques

techniquesPhoto
Photo by MARGIE BAUMAN

Wildwood School To Grow ExperimenfalExperimental Salad
KLiNAIKENAI GardenGdrden vegetablesvegetdblevegetables-

may

,
may grow to extraordinaryextraordlllJry sueSllCsizeSllC-

beneath
size-

beneathbeneath the summer sun in AlasAlds-AldsAlas-Alds-

kd
Alas-

ka

¬-

kakd , but summerumrner, is short inmto thethe-

49th
the-

49th49th49thstatestate , leavingleavlllg need torlurfor vastvast-

IInprovements

vast-

improvementsimprovementsIInprovements inIII use ofofaVdllableofavailableavailableaVdllableaVdllable-

I

available-

farmlandsfarmlandsarmldndsI
farmlandsWitharmldndsWith

With this inIIIm mindmll1d , an experiexpen-expenexpert-expertexpen-
mcnt

expert-

ment

¬-

mentmcnt gets under way at.ItIt. thethe-
Wlldwuod

the-
WildwoodWildwoodWlldwuod School near KenaiKenai-

sOun

Kenai-
soonsoonsOun ,, to see how agriculturedgrlculturedgrlculture-
may

agriculture-
maymay be improvedimprovedlitinIIIlit j.IIa. controlcontrol-control-
led

control-
led

¬-

led environmentenVIronmen tt-

Under
environmentUnder
Under controlledcontrolledcondltlorbcontrolledconditionsconditionscondltlorb ,

the yield per acredcre may be muchmuch-

higher
much-

higherhigher ,, "butbut"huthut" we wantWJnt to deterdeter-deter-

mille
deter-

mute
¬-

minemillemute it it'sitsIt'seconomlcdlly'' economicallyeconomlcdlly leasi-leasiledSI-ledSIteasl-teaslleasi-
ble

ledSI-

ble
teasl-

ble
-

ble , " saidSdld JimJII11 Wilson , directordlreLlmdlreLlm-
ot

director-
ofotof the controlledcontrolledenVIronmentenvironmentenVIronment-
JHoJect

environment-
projectprojectJHoJect dt.ItItat. WildwoodWtldwood

TheThc projectproJcct ,., under studytudy lorfor aa-

yedf

a-

yearyearyedf now , is scheduled to10 runrun-

over
run-

overover a 24-month24month- periodpenodpenodlIldperiodandandlIld, cost
$33$ 2 million11111hon The initialIrlltlJIinitial $821-$821821S821-S821$821-

013
S821-

013
$ S21-S21S21-

013
, -

013 grant was mademadc byhy the fedled-ledfed-fedled-

eral

fed-

eral

¬-

eral OfficeOft ce ot01of hconoiniclconlJlnlcEconomic: OpporOppor-Oppor-
tUlllty

Oppor-
tunity

¬-

tunitytUlllty to the Kenai NativeNdtlve AssoAsso-Asso-

CIJtlOn

Asso-

ciation

¬-

ciationCIJtlOn , lorfor the liscalIIScalfiscal period endend-endI-

I1g

end-

ing

¬-

ingII1g in June , 19741974-

The
1974-

The
1974-

TheThe experimentexpertlllent itscllItself will behehe-

directed

be-

directeddirected primarilyprtlllarily by the UniverUniver-Univer-

sIty

Univer-

sity

¬-

sitysityofot01of AlaskaAIJ\"dAIJ"dd'\" under contractcontrJctcontrJct-
with

contract-
withwith GeneralGenerJI LiceLlectnctrie., saidald WilWil-Wil-

son

Wil-

son

¬-

son Thefhe universityuillverslt } signed'IgnedIgned'IgnedIsigneda' a, I conlon-loncon-lon-

trJct
con-

tract

¬-

tracttrJct Sept 21 with GC I forfor-

S

for-

$142,0xS142,0XS1420X142,000142000$142,0x1420xS$ , ( ) to conductcondllct thetl\ltll\' experiexperi-experi-

ments
experi-

ments

¬-

ments withwithlldJwithsaladvilad\lldJlldJsaladlldJvege1.lhlcsaladvegetables\ , vegetablesvege1.lhlcvege1lhlcvegetables-
The

vegetables-
The

. ,
The lemainderlemlInderremainderlemlInder)1, ol\)1)11of\ ) the millstendsIlIndtends-

will

( ,
will go lortorfor constructionCOIl\trtllCOIltrtll\ tlon olotof Liuh.IullIullIactltIactlt-

tics
!. .Iull-

IlL'StiesIlL'SIlLStics' andlI1d, hiring costsCthl\CthlCthllor\ lorfur the e\el\lexe-

penmen
l-

penmen
ex-

periment

' \
penmenperiment ! Construction'ulI\trucllOn'ulIulItrucllOn('( '-

uflstrue
u-

flstrue' \ non olof modmod-

lIe
mod-

alesulesales\lIelIe\ , tortur thetill' expenmente\pelll11l'ntepelll11l'ntpelll11lntcs.pcnmentcspcnment\. ' is\ , totu netActet

under wayWIY, withmwithinwith III six weeksweekweeks-

There

,
There1 here willWIIII1lhebe' ninenll1e modules inIIIIII-

Ill

in-

IIIall,IllIII , each contiollmgcontrollingconliollmg light , nutrinutn-nutnnutri-nutn-
tlon

nutri-

tion

¬-

tiontlon andandothl'landotherotheiothl'lothllother' necessitiesIlecelle\IlecelleIlecelletu,, \ totu thethe-

garden
the-

gardengarden vegetableswgetlhkvegetables-
"It's

vegetables-
"It's

, ,
"It'sIts"It\"ItIt"Itgreenhouse" '\ greenhouse

,
concept ,, buthuthut-

It's
but-

it'sit'-
s

it-
s

It'sIts'' more than thatthdt ,"" WilconWlbmWdonWlbmJld: said\JldJldsaid-

He's
said-

lie's
\Jld-

lieHe'sHeslie'slieslie ''" beenbeell workingwor\"lIlgwor"lIlglIlgworkingon\" on011 thethe-

project
the-

projectproject torlorfor aboutIbout, a.II. year nowflownow-

dnd
flow-

andanddnddndultlluJtelyandultimatelyultimatelyultlluJtely KenaiKendi NativeNdtlve AsAAs-

sociation

,
sociationOCIJtIOIl'> mayma } hireIlIre[ tire aboutIhout, 20 perper-

sons
per-

sonssons to workwur\wurwurIIIworkin\" mIIIin thistIllS heldIleldfield , helielie-

saidsaid'> Jld
saidRightJldRight

Right nowru\\runimru- "we're)\ ., "we'rewere" ' lookingloo"mgloomg" lorforlor-

NII
for-

NativeNativeNII, Ive studentsstudenIs, tuden interestedIIllert'stedIIllertsted1IIllert'sted1\1\ IIllert'stedIIIinterestedin' inIII horhm-hmhor-hm-

tlculture
hor-

Iiculture

¬-

ticulturetlcultureIiculture in becomingheummg) horticulIwrl1C1I1Iwrl1C1I-

1ture

horticul-
lurelureture technicianstecht1ll,111techt1ll \,111\,111111\ ,111,1I1d, \ and,1I1d1I1d,1I1dIIIandin, inIII middlenmldknmldk-
rnIIlgernellt

middle-

managementmanagementrnIIlgernellt,! , inIII horluulluichortilullllllliorticnlluie' leieIlie-

lated
'

latedIJled lields11'lds11ldsfields{' . hehllie' said, .lIdlId. I hoseho\ChoC\ intriIIlfinfi . " tt-

estedestedl\tedlted' \ ma\mamawrite01ma'" \{ writewnle WilsonWrlson , c/ocol/ol/ KcKLKeKe-

flan
'

nain,1In1Iflan, Native"J.IIIVlJ.IIIVlJIIIVl" . ' Association
,
A\\lAl\ ) Iltlon, ,. ( IIiI-

Project
Ai

PiojectPIUJl'ltPIUJlltProject' ,. KenaiKenlIKenailakaKenlI1.1, ,. \la\kalaka\1.1\\1.1Ua.kaUaka\,, . \'.\" ' \


