Page 4

prany
WO DG

Tundra Times, Wednesday, March 20, 1974

RurAI.-CAP
. ACTION REPORTS

Mailing Address: Drawer 412 ECB

Telephone 279-2441

A (ICH();;;{: A liq 17(7;7176‘;5 51

HARPER ADDRESSES HEALTH COMMITTEE

Harper Argues Over

Pipeline Construction

The executive director ot the
Rural Alaska Community Action
Program, (RurAL CAP), Mike
Harper, has come out strongly
against “the attitude in the state
government, recently expressed
by Commissioner Mallott, that
construction of the pipeline will
not have adverse affects outside
of the pipehine corridor.™

Quoting from a position pa-
per prepared by RurAL CAP,
(which has been supplied to the
commissioner),  Harper notes:
“There is general agreement that
the impact will be profound.
tar-reaching. irreversible, and
probably negative™ on the tra-
ditional rural Alaskan lifestyle.

“Any way vou look at it”

Barrow's

Lucy Neakok, Teacher Director
helps Head Start.children wash
up after a painting session.

says Harper, “there is going to
be a major impact. even away
from the pipeline corridor. am
thinking of such things as intla-
tion, subsistence hunting and
fishing. health, education, and a
whole series of other concemns.

Most significantly, the polit-
cal power of the rural areas will
diminish as the population in-
creases in the urban areas. This,
It seems to me, is reason enough
to be concerned about impact.™

Harper goes on to say, "l am
dismayed that a highly-placed
state official can come to the
conclusion that the impact will
be ‘beneficial’ when the state
has utterly tailed 1o examine
the impact on rural Alaska at
all.”

Mike Harper, Executive Director
of RurAL CAP, is a former resj-
dent of Fairbanks and was also
elected Saturday to the Doyon

Limited Board of Directors.
Doyon is the lInterior Native
Corporation and covers the great-
est land area of the 12 Alaska
corporations.

Success with Head Start

Beings! That's one of the rea-
sons tor the huge success of the
Head Start program in Barrow,
says Roger Mooney, Director ot
Child Development tfor RurAL
CAP. Mooney visited the pro-
gram  with
the field trainer assigned to the
Arctic Slope and the Interior,
and was impressed with the Bar-
row Head Start Policy Council's
efforts to support and expand
the program

By holding weekly bingo
games, the group has managed
to raise enough money to hire
an additional aide and pay the
transportation  costy tor Head
Start children during the winter
months

Mooney  discussed with the
Policy Council the possibility ot

Mildred Jacobbson,

extending the pre-school year,
using funds generated by bingo

Mooney also had high praise
tor the well-equipped and fur-
nished center. He was amazed,
he said, at how quickly statt and
parents had reorganized the cen-
ter atter the fire in Barrow last
summer.

Mildred Jacobsson introduced
new techniques and materials
developed by Dr. Nancy Curtis
at Alaska Methodist University.
She led parents and staft in writ-
ing an educational plan for next
year.

Dr. Curtis’ books include
stories based on life and legends
in rural Alaska. Many of them
were illustrated by famed Alas-
Kan artist Robert Mayokok

Executive Director

Asks Bill Passage

Mike Harper. Executive Director of RurAL CAP
addressed the House Committee on Health and Social
Services on March 7, 1974, Chairman of that Committee

was Dr. Helen Beirne.

Harper’s intentions were to introduce a very tenta-

tively-dratted Bill that would be
a supplemental authorization of
$800,000 tor RurAlL CAP (o
continue operation

This would be a special ap-
preciation by the Legislature to
take affect in the event that
Federal OEO support was with-
drawn on June 30, 1974

Harper also introduced a res-

called
Socual

olution which hasically
far support for varous
Services-type contiacts

Ihe  tesumony  betore the
committee showed some well-
informed advocates and Harper
believes that there might be a
good chance ot a Bill coming
from that Committee. 7

Barrow Head Start in the "*Block

Area."
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