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CANADIAN NATIVES WORRIED Menominee Restoration on Way

By LOIS KEATING

The time seems to whiz by
each month I have good inten-
tions of writing more frequent-
ly, and at less length and
then, before 1 know it, a great
deal of time has gone by and
there’s lots and lots of news.

The first weekend in Febru-
ary, C.O.P.E. (the Committee
for  Original Peoples Entitle-
ment) held a board of directors
meeting in the small settlement
of Paulatuk, about 300 miles
east of Inuvik on Darnley Bay.
James Wah-Shee, president of
the Indian Brotherhood of.the
N.W.T. and Tagak Curley, presi-
dent of the Inuit Tapirisat of

Canada, also attended the meet-

ing.

The major item of concern
discussed at the meeting was the
proposed offshore drilling tor
oil and gas in the Beautort Sea
They are particularly concerned
that oil spills or well blowouts
might have a very serious effect
on the environment.

Dr. Douglas Pimtott, of the
Canadian Arctic Resources Com-
mittee, who is presently working
with COPE as a resource person,
has written a report about the
present situation in regard to
oftshore drilling.

He says that offshore drilling
is an important new method
used in northern oil exploration,
and that not enough is vet
known about it and the effects
it might have on the environ-
ment.

The government has said it
will conduct a one-year research
program to study environmental
conditions that might be affect-
ed. Dro Pimlort not feel
that a year is enough. or that
the tederal government is aware
ot some of the dangers that
could occur.

He says that environmental
conditions in the Arctic change
so-much from year to year that
e feels that a three-year pro-
gram would be the minimum
time required to geta reasonable
understanding of what could be
done to handle and lessen the
eftect of any oil spills.

COPE says that some of the
cplaces where drilling will be
done first are right in the area
where the Tuk people usually
hant. Other proposed  drilling
arcas are close to the coast,
which would affect seals. white
whales and  waterfowl hunted
by the people of Holman Island,
Paulatuk, Sachs Harbow and
Tuktoy aktuk.

Since the COPE meeting, the
government has announced that
a two-year study will take place
and that drilling will not be al-

does

lowed betfore the summer of
1976
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of the Indian Brotherhood of
the N.W.T. has been traveling
in the Delta to discuss land
claims with the people in the
settlements.

The Game Department has
been taking huhnters out in
planes to spot caribou, and sub-
sequently taking them out to
hunt for meat for people in the
communities.

Tagak Curley, president of
the- Inuit Tapirisat, is resigning
his position, so that he can
spend more time personally with
young people. A replacement for
Mr. Curley has not yet been
named.

In February, the Arctic Insti-
tute of North America held a
conference/workshop in Inuvik
on Building in Northern Com-
munities. The delegates divided
into four groups to talk about
housing design, utilities, finance
and community planning.
group made recommendations,
and hopetully some of the sug-
gestions will be put into effect
and will help to improve the
housing situation in the north

At the Canadian Radio-Tele-
vision  Commission hearings in
Toronto in February, Wally
Firth, member of Parliament for
the N.W.T. presented a brief
from COPE regarding northern
broadcasting over the CBC. Sam
Raddi, president of COPE and
James Arvaluk, representing the
Iniit Tapirisat, also spoke at the
hearings in regard to possible
improvements in northern pro-
gramming.

In carly March the Inuvik
Area Hunters and Trappers As-
sociation .went on a caribou
hunt to obtain meat for local
residents. The hunt was quite
successtul and some of the meat
was given to the residents of the
Senior Citizens Home in Inuvik,
and the rest was sold locally
through the  Territorial  Game
Department.

Ihe Indian Brotherhood ot
the N.W.T. has been training 18
Native people as fieldworkers
They will be working as com-
munity  development  workers
and as land researchers

The land researchers will be
going into the communities to
miake sure that the proper infor-
mation is available, and to sce
that all the people in the settle-
ments are involved in making
the decisions

fhe community development
workers will help each commu-

nity  get organized o prepare
tor when the Tand settlement
comes

A small group of Tnuit people
met in Ottawa recently to talk
about beginning negotidtions tor
the settlement of land claims in
Eskimo territory

The group consisted of Tagak
Curley. president ot the Inuit
Fapirisat; Sam Raddi, president
of COPE; Peter Thrasher, COPE
land claims spokesman for the
Western Arctic; Peter Cumming,
legal advisor to the Tnuit Tapiri-
sat, and Jean Chretien, minivter
of Indian Aftairs and Northern
Development.

More discussions will tollow,
and at this point, the meetings
will he quite informal, not com-
mitting cither side to detinite
positions.,
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NEOPIT, Wis.—(AIPA)-Nine
Menominees, * including = four
women and five men, were ¢lect-

ed here March 2 to create the

interim governing body of the
n-e w | y-restored Menominee
Tribe, to undertake important
tribal tasks for most of 1974,
Elected to serve on the so-
called Menominee Restoration
Committee in a short-term fash-
ion in order to draft a new tribal
constitution and by-laws, and to
fulfill the functions of a tribal

i )
copy of the 'draft for review
before constitutional elections
set tentatively for this August.

Enrolled tribal voting mem-
bers are required to have 30
days to review and weigh the
proposed constitution.

Once the tribe votes on the
constitution itself, it has four
months to conduct another elec-
tion by secret ballot to elect a
new slate of tribal officials pro-
vided for in the new constitu-
tion. A minimum of 30 per cent

of the tribal electorate must
participate in order for the elec-
tion to be valid.

The trouble-plagued Menomi-
nee Enterprises Inc. (MEI), hold-
er of all tribal assets since the
1961 tribal termination; togeth-
erwith the Secretary of the Inte-
rior are now developing a plan to
be submitted to the US. Con-
gress by December  through
which the new tribal governing
body will assume control of all
“tribal assets in trust

government until the tribal con-
stitution is completed, vere:
Ada Deer, Washington, D.C.,
655 wvotes; Sylvia O. Wilbur,
Keshena, Wis., 492 votes; Shir-
ley F. Daly, Neopit, 441 votes;
Benjamin  Miller, Neopit, 375
votes; Warren Kakwitch, Neopit,
330 votes: Jerome A. Grignon,
Neopit, 334 votes; Carol J.
Dodge, Keshen, Wis., 329 votes;
Robert J. Grignon, Shawano,
Wis., 293 votes; and John A.

Peters, Greens Bay, Wis. 290
votes.
The candidates were nomi-

nated in early January and elect-
ed March 2 under terms of the
1973 Menominee Restoration
Act signed in December by Pres-
ident Richard M. Nixon, Both
secret and write-in ballots were
authorized for the election.

A special provision in the res-
toration act authorizes the new
Menominee  Restoration Com-
mittee to contract and plan for
tribal services during the interim
period it serves

Tribal rolls, closed o0 new
oftspring of the Menominees in
1954, were also declared reopen-
ed under terms of the act. The
Secretary ot the Interior is cur-
rently making determinations on
the new membership of the tribe
for the last two decades

The work ahead tor the new
Menominee  Restoration Com-
mittee the -dratting and dis-
tribution of a constitution and
by-laws s directly refated to
the creation of new tribal rolls,
because cach member on the
rolls of voting age is entitled toa
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Notice of a Racially Non-discriminatory
Policy as to Students (Apprentices)

The following Education Organizations (Joint Apprenticeship and Training
Committees) do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religious, national
origin, or sex in any. aspect of achool activity, included but not limited to
acmissions, scholarships, and extracurricular activities.

Jont Electrical Educational and Training Corp. of Ala
Apprenticeship and  Traning Comimittee) 5144 Ea

a (formerly the Alaska Flects
22nd Anchorage

Avenue,

Alaska lronworkers Traning Program Trust, also known as
ticeship and Tramning Commuttee, 825 Fast 8th Avenue, Anchorage, Aldaska

Alaska (ronworker,

Alaska State Operating Engineer
erating Engineers Joint Apgrent
Anchorage, Alaska

Traming Trust Fundg, af
Traiing Comnittee, 610

Employers
shipand

Joint Prledrivers Alaska General Contractors Trainee Program Trust, aiso «

Alaska  Piedrivers Juint  Tramee Program, 825 East Bth Avenae, Ancho Alaska
Alaska State Council of Carpenters Apprenticeship and Tramning Trust Fund, o an Ay
Southeastern-Southcentral Alaska Carpenters Joint Apprenticestip and 1ra « e

3909 Arctic Boulevard, Anchorage, Alaska

Plasterers and Cement Masons Corstr tadustey Apprenticestip 1 i S
Known as Anchorage 1 J \pprenticeship anit Train " tn
8th Avenue, Anchorage, /

Bricklayers and 1ilesetty Fund, a150 kNOwn a5 Alaska bieor e b
prenticeship and Traming enalrStreet, Anchorage, Ak

Sheetmelal Workers Laca ’e Jor ) 4 n

Southeentral-Southeaste
mittee, 825 East 8th Avenue,

Anchorage eship Commitien o s
Anchorage

East Bth Avenue, Anchorage

Alaska Area Pipe 1
Area Plumbers andg +

1367 Joint Apprent
Jomt Apprenticestip and

Greater Anchorage Area Panters Jo
Anchorage Area Pamnters Jomt Agpg
Lights Boulevard, Anchoraqe, Alaskag

t Apprenticeship and T raming Cc
and Traming Committer, 5 fmenn

anticeship

Cestip and Tramimg Committes

Alaska A sts Workers loant sappen
Anchorage, Alaska

Alaska Roofers Apprenticestip and Traming Trust Fund, also ko g
Apprent.ceship and Traving Comnttee, 307 Denali Street, Anchoraar, Al

Alaska Laborers Constracton (nd oty Trammng Trust, 429 0 Street, Raor ron rq
Alaska

Fanbanks Alasky Arens Plumbers aof Pipetitters Jomt Apprentceship and i e,
1568 Geraghty Street, Fairha Alaka




